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COUNCILLOR’S CORNER:
Hi and welcome to the first edition for 2015.
What a great start weather wise with some very hot days
so far and a mix of some scattered showers, all good.
The year started with a reasonable crowd at our annual
sports day, great weather and a good mix of events although we feel we need something different just to add a
little extra, we are open to suggestions.
On the local scene things have been a little quiet, we
need to be a little more proactive and entice more of the
steady stream of camper vans and tourists to stop a
while and enjoy the excellent facilities we have to offer;
once again constructive suggestions would be welcome.
In most cases our sections are neat and tidy but alas I
noticed a few that needed a little love and care, do we
want people to say, what a dump let’s get out of here or
wow this is nice, let’s stop for a coffee. After many
years of lawn mowing I am still alive so I see no risk
attached to this chore.
Another activity of public bad taste is the dumping of
rubbish at the extension of Birch Street, I concede that
green waste disposal is a matter of concern but dumping
in the middle of our town is not acceptable to either the
law or your local community board, more particularly
when the offending vehicle was noted.
On the council scene we have started back at work and I
am pleased to say our new CEO has some good ideas.
At a recent workshop we discussed ways of streamlining
some of our functions in order to cut costs and achieve
more desirable outcomes. Roading will always be a
challenge particularly up some of our local valley roads
where in some cases up to 30 loads of logs per day are
being experienced and are forecast to continue for the
next five or six years, this is not a healthy environment
to live in particularly in this hot dry weather.
With the national economic impact of this activity we
are working on ways to minimise if not eliminate this
problem. Road foundation strengthening and maybe
some form of medium term dust suppression may be the
answer, we must also point out that to the best of my
knowledge Lakes Houroko and Monowai would be the
only two major lakes in New Zealand not accessed by
sealed roads.
Well it looks like 2015 has started with some of the
same issues as 2014, on your behalf I will be batting for
some satisfactory outcomes.
Cheers and good luck to all for 2015 from your
Councillor George.

Want your car washed and dried
windows cleaned
Price arranged on request
Contact Rex Hibbs Flat 1/26
Orawia Road
Tuatapere.

News from your Community Board December
2014
Well, here we are with a new year and, already, we’re one
month down! We hope everyone has enjoyed the warm
summer (hopefully not over yet!) and managed to have
some relaxing time-throughout this busy time for farmers,
contractors, local businesses and tourism operators.
The Board wish to express sincere condolences to Gail
Palmer’s family and friends. Gail was an inspiration to us
all and we are very grateful for the generous contribution of
time and commitment she gave to our community. Best
wishes and thanks to Loretta, who is taking over and continuing the great job as editor of this, the Western Wanderer.
Tuatapere has been buzzing over the past couple of months.
Congratulations to the Athletics and Axeman’s society,
along with the Tuatapere Domain Board, for the excellent
presentation of the grounds and a successful New Year’s
Day Sports event.
The number of competitors and supporters who were involved in, yet again, another successful ‘Stump the Hump’
event is due to the great preparatory work done by the
Hump Track management and trustee team, along with
wonderful volunteer support on the day. Alongside this, the
Tuatapere Summer Fun Day, where local arts, crafts and
business people shone, resulted in enthusiastic, busy foot
traffic in our little town and resulted in a lot of complimentary feedback. Well done to all involved!
It was a proud day for those in attendance on Wednesday,
11 February as we gathered to witness the official opening
of the ‘Tuatapere on Reflection’ information station at
McCracken’s Rest at 11am-the ribbon cut by our Southland
District Council Mayor, Gary Tong. Due credit for this is to
Ngarita Dixon and her team of Tuatapere and Districts’
Promotion Group, who persevered to have an idea, initiated
by Helen McKay, come to fruition.
The day of the 11th continued to be momentous as we all
gathered again for another ribbon cutting- this being the
new ‘Registration and Information Board’ at the cemetery.
Mayor Gary Tong was again in attendance and the ribbon
was cut by two long serving trustees-Bill Howden who has
served for 39 years and Herb Horrell, who has served for 46
years. The attractive information kiosk and the presentation
of the cemetery itself is thanks to the Cemetery Trust
(Chairman John Knowler), who preserve a very important
part of our town. Special note must be made about the upkeep of the lawn and gardens by Maurice and Isobel Green
and the contribution of Les Kollat, who has dug approximately 400 graves (almost half of the cemetery plots) with
his own digger! We have amazing people in our community! Good to see the newly purchased digger housed in its
purpose built shed!
The RSA hall and the memorial library are set to be painted
prior to the 25th April (Anzac Day), when we commemorate
100 years since the Gallipoli campaign. It will be good to
see these local landmarks looking their best for this special
occasion.

Anne Horrell
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Community Notice Board:
TUATAPERE BUSHMAN’S MUSEUM
advises that if the Bushman's Museum
(Orawia Road) is not open when you have
visitors who wish to view, you are able to
contact Lindsay Faulkner - (03) 226 6650
and arrange a suitable time.
ST JOHN WESTERN SOUTHLAND
HEALTH SHUTTLE SERVICE

PUBLIC NOTICES
CRAFT CENTRE “SUMMER” HOURS

10.00am - 4.00pm - closed Tuesdays
Come in and browse and see what we have to offer.
Hats, scarves, children’s knitwear, cards, jewellery,
wood-ware, sewing, jams, pickles, sauces etc
Tuatapere souvenirs “On Natures Edge” logo are
always available. Is anyone interested in joining to sell
their Crafts? You are more than welcome to contact us.
If anyone wants to volunteer their time and work in the
Centre, it is a great way to meet people - let us know.
Country Corner Crafts if you wish to view the shop and
it is closed please ring Margaret 226 6650 or Lyla 226
6187 and they will open it for you.

This service is available to everyone in the
Western Southland Area by DONATION for
any health related appointment.
Appointments include: Dentist, Podiatrist, Optometrist, Hospital Appointments, Eye, or
Hearing Clinics to name a few.
To book the shuttle from anywhere in Western
Southland, please phone Margaret Gutsell on
03 225 8217.
As a result of people using this as a free taxi
service, we now wish to advise all new and
existing clients, that a DONATION is required,
if we are to continue this service.
To our genuine clients. Please remember this
service is for health related appointments only.
As we get busier, please remember to let us
know about booking at least 24 hours ahead.

************************
Tuatapere RSA Memorial Bursary Applications
It is time again to apply to the above for the 2015 Bursary. Forms can be collected from the Tuatapere
Health and Gift shop and must be filled out and returned to John Munro 16 King St Tuatapere no later
than March the 30th 2015.
Enquiry's to John Munro 027 412 2925

************************
FOR RENT
The Tuatapere & District Promotion's shop at 18 Orawia Road
is available for rent.
Please contact either: Kerri Brown (226 6557) or Ngarita
Dixon (226 6613) for further information

WAIAU STAR RUGBY CLUB
JUNIOR RUGBY NOTICE

************************
SITUATION VACANT
Postion available for relief mail delivery person “postie” or
possibly job share opportunity.
Please contact Elaine on 03 2266188

Any children wanting to play
rugby this season can be
registered by calling
Roger Paterson on 225 5515 (or
021 2599 287),

*************************
RAMS FOR SALE
Good Quality High Yielding @ 2th Rams
TEXEL AND SUFTEX
Registered SIL and VET Cleared
Contact Don 03 2266557 or 0276445897

Jasmine Withers on 027 5017
355.
Alternatively, catch us at Sports Day, Waiau Area
School, Feb. 20th.
Junior rugby training is likely to begin early March.

Tuatapere Ambulance
The Tuatapere Ambulance is a free service for
Tuatapere residents.
If you receive an account from St John for this
service please forward it to:

*************************
WAIAU A & P SHOW
Prize giving for Alliance hoof and Head competition
to be held at the Waiau hotel on
Wednesday the 4th of March 2015

Superdirt
Bags @ $5.00 ready for your garden.
Tuatapere Lions Club Project

The Treasurer,
Tuatapere & District Lions
PO Box 47
TUATAPERE

Phone Trevor 225-5864 or Stephen 226-6817.
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TUATAPERE COMMUNITY WORKER.
Avril Johnston Mail - c/- Post Shop,
TUATAPERE
Office is situated at Plunket Rooms, Main Street,

Independent midwife
Isobel Devery

TUATAPERE
Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,

Caring for women throughout

Friday from 10am – 4.30pm

Pregnancy, Birth till six weeks
Post Natal.

Ph: (03) 2266 483 – Mobile 027 7575 983
fax (03) 2266 484
Email: tcworker@xtra.co.nz

Choices for place of birth, Home,
Tuatapere or Winton
Birthing Units or
Kew Hospital.

Work and Income:
WINZ will not be coming out to the rural areas
until further notice, people are to ring
0800 559 009 for assistance or contact me.
TUATAPERE COMMUNITY WORKER

Free pregnancy tests
available on request.
Phone: (03) 2266822
027 2267020

A quiet man, is a thinking man.
A quiet woman, is usually mad.

Tuatapere
Toy Library
Orawia Rd
Home Based early childhood
care and Education
NOW available in the Western
Southland Region

If you are interested in working
as a Home Based educator or if
you are Looking for education
and care for your
-Visiting Teacher support
- 20ECE hours and WINZ Childcare support

Open Tuesday mornings
from 9.30-11am

Memberships Annually:
$70 non roster
$40 roster
Or casual $20 for 3 visits
Also available:
Large Toy Party Hire
Commercial Bouncy Castle Hire

No charges per toy! Over 600 toys
to choose from!

- Excellent adult to child ratios
(1-4 children)

Extra charges apply only to electronic toys
such as the Nintendo Wii, PSP and DVD’s.
For more information ph Karen on 2266 850
or email tj.7.black@hotmail.com
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W.D Joinery Ltd
5 McFeely St
Tuatapere
Ph Wade DeClifford
027 506 4545
National Winner of the
Sewing and Mending services available
Experienced machinist offering fast,
reliable service with very reasonable
rates. I will mend/make anything
from zip replacements to curtain
making - just ask! Free quotes and
pickup delivery service within Tuatapere.
Contact: Deborah 03 226 6783 or
021 0305 667

Master Joiner Apprentice Awards
2011
Free Design &
Quote
Specialise in
Kitchens

Spray painting
available
Houses - Sheds etc

"Hearing Better Now"
An elderly man was having hearing
problems and went to see a specialist.
The doctor fitted him with some hearing aids that brought his hearing back
to full strength.
After a few weeks the man came back
to make sure the new equipment was
working properly, which it was.
The hearing specialist said, “It all
seems perfect. Your family should be
delighted you can hear everything
now.”

ROSS BURGE SS
BUILDING
building - renovations maintenance - fences etc

“Oh no,” the man responded. “I haven’t told any of them. I just sit quietly,
listening carefully. I’ve changed my
will four times.”

Tea-Tree Oil Products: nonPhone: 0274246021

- FREE QUOTES Page 5

toxic, healthier choices, eco-sense and
“affordable”. (Botanical name Melaleuca) Please phone Imelda 226-6665 or
email: pelmels@es.co.nz
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Citizens Advice Bureau
Invercargill

Not sure?
Ask Us.
0800 367 222
www.cab.org.nz
cab.invercargill@xtra.co.nz

Western Wanderer Loretta Tilby

Loretta’s contact details are:
5 Clifden Road, Tuatapere.
Phone 0274 629 527
e-Mail: lorettawanderer@gmail.com

97 Spey Street
PO Box 1222
Invercargill 9840

Future Happenings at the Club:
Thursday Nights: Cards “500” starts 7.30pm sharp
Friday Nights: Lucky Members Number Draw - 8pm
Sunday Opening: Opens from 3.30pm

Members Only Corner

“Bottle Store Specials”
Members monthly special

► Courtesy Coach Van is available for Weekends and for
transport home after functions.
► New members invited. Get all the benefits of being a

member e.g. cheaper bar and bottle store prices, also you
can gain entry to associated clubs anywhere in N.Z.

~ BISTRO ~
Don’t forget we do takeaways.
☆ We will supply

children's birthday cake to
families dining in for birthdays

Bistro Open every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday
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Club is now opening
at
12pm Monday to
Friday
Saturday 11am and
Sunday 3.30pm.
We hope this does
not
inconvience
Meat Packsour
are a
members.
Friday night feature.
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WAIAU MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Friday morning - 10.00 - 11.30 am
Afternoon 2.30 - 4.00 pm
Evening 7.00 - 8.00 pm

Bowen Therapy is a gentle soft tissue manipulative therapy.
Through manipulation tension in soft tissue is released
reducing pain and restoring movement and mobility.
Also offering Scenar Therapy

Our library has in stock:
Westerns, Large Print
books, magazines,
jigsaws, Fiction and
Non Fiction - in the
adult section.
We have picture books (for pre schoolers), easy readers and young adult
books.
We usually have a book exchange approximately every four months with the
library in Winton - this allows us to
change our books and provide a continuing supply of new titles.
To avoid overdue fines, books may be
left at Tuatapere Service Station (in a
plastic bag please).

TJ’s Tractor Servicing
Terry Chamberlain
Diesel Mechanic
Find me on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/TJ'sTractorServicing
Servicing of all
Tractors & Implements

03 2255843 0274365231
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Fowle Contracting Ltd
gel and Debbie Fowle
Ph: 03 225-5052 or 021-2266156

Round Balage and Hay
 Mowing - 6.5 m with conditioner
 Raking
 Two McHale Fusion Round Balers
 Carting and Stacking
 Hay and Straw
 Innoculate available on request
We also buy and sell balage and
standing grass

Agricultural Work
 Ploughing
 Discing - also from sprayed ground
 Power Harrowing
 6m Cultivator
 6m Roller Drill
 Leveling and Harrowing
Direct Drilling
 From brassica to grass, barley, oats etc
 Drill also available for dry hire
Contracting
 14 tonne digger
 truck and trailer available for gravel,
dairy lanes and general cartage
Give Nigel a call to discuss any of your contracting
needs big or small
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TUATAPERE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Barry Bennett
(03) 226 6730

 Painting
 Lawnmowing
 Hedge Trimming
 General Repair Work
 Cleaning Out Spoutings
 Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
 Chimney Cleaning (Burners)
 Weed Spraying - Driveways, Sections, etc

 Raised Garden Construction (samples available to view)
 Water blasting - Paths, Concrete Areas, Houses, Sheds, etc
 Wallpapering

Wallpaper Steamer available to hire
Fly and Spider control

Western Southland Website www.westernsouthland.co.nz

PET VACCINATIONS
The best way to ensure the health of your pets is to keep their vaccinations up-todate. Puppies should begin their vaccination regime from 6 weeks of age and kittens
from 8 weeks.
Adult dogs - every 3 years
Adult cats – yearly
Kennel cough - yearly
If you want to check if your pet is due for their
vaccination, or have any queries about
vaccinating your pets, please phone the clinic
on 03 2258134 and we will check your records.

71 Main Street Otautau 03 2258134
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TUATAPERE & DISTRICT
PROMOTION INC

Registered Electrician
Paul Swanson
INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL
DOMESTIC
DAIRY

Have you an interest in Tuatapere?
Have you any ideas to help promote
Tuatapere? Meetings are held the 3rd Thursday
of every month at 8pm in the Waiau Memorial
Library.
Come to the next meeting and present your ideas
or offer your help for our on-going projects.
Everyone most welcome.
For further information:
Contact Ngarita Dixon (226 6613).

Installation & Maintenance

Tuatapere Based
Phone - 03 2266 020
Cell - 022 136 2523
swanny66@hotmail.co.nz

You can now obtain your Fishing licences from
The Waiau Hotel. (Fishing licences now available
from Waiau Hotel Bottle Store).

FORDE SHEARING LIMITED
Available for all new and existing clients
For all your shearing and
crutching requirements
Please phone Darin or Julie Forde
03 235 8853
027 229 7760

ERRORS AND OMISSIONS:
All care is taken but sometimes
there are spelling or grammatical
errors. Even worse - occasionally
an article gets completely missed
out. If I have missed something please do let me know or send it
to me again.
Editor-Loretta.

THE BEAUTY ROOM
Jaimee Chamberlain
355 Otahu Eastern Bush Rd
03 2255843 0273782336
Find me on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheBeautyRoom
Specialising in Waxing, Tinting & Gel Nails
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K. J. Sutherland
Contracting

Otautau Three Churches Flower and Quilt Walk

11am – 4pm 28 February 2015 will feature a quilt airing
at St Joseph’s Catholic Church, along with displays and
demonstrations at the Parish Centre. Western Floral Art will
decorate the Presbyterian Church with an ANZAC theme.
There will be displays and work for sale from local artists and
crafts people at the Old Courthouse. A $3 charge will give
entrance to all four buildings (as well as a chance to win a
prize with a lucky ticket). We are raising funds for the Otautau
Museum Trust and the Alex Mckenzie Arboretum Trust.

Bobcat T190
With attachments: Landscape Rake, Augers, and
Trencher

Competition and display-only entries of flowers, vegetables,
photography, baking, as well as children’s art along with craft
stalls and a pop-up café will be in The New Life Church. We
NEED your entries - schedules will be available from PGG
Wrightson Otautau or phone 03 225 8530 or email Faimie@xtra.co.nz

Suitable for all landscaping, shed and yard
maintenance
Muck-spreader and tip trailer available

We are still looking for stall holders of any kind. Stalls (tables
supplied) are free, but you need to book your space.
See us on
http://facebook.com/otautauthreechurchesflowerandquiltwalk
The classic car event in Otautau is also on 28 February so
make a day of it and come to Otautau.
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PHONE KEVIN
0274 367 934 / 03 225 5716

Western Wanderer

Page 12

Western Wanderer

Clifden Trading & Repairs—is now open for business!!
27 Blackmount Hwy. Call Johnny Broughton on 03 2255333.
HE CAN HELP WITH Alloy and steel welding
Plasma cutting
Mechanical repairs
7 tonne digger and 11 tonne dozer available
Buying and selling of farm machinery
Call in and see what he can do for you!!

For all your vehicle requirements
Cars, utes, 4WDs, vans
Finance available
Contact: Murray Dowling
027 556 2655
Visit our website
www.canterburycars4x4.co.nz
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Tavern & Holiday Park
15 Colac Bay Road, Colac Bay 03) 234 8399
Your Hosts: Jilly & Wazza

Open 7 Days from 11am






Fresh Blue Cod Meals
Gourmet Burgers
Woodfired Pizza’s (Wed to Sun)
Tuesday Nights ‘Steak Night’
And a whole lot more . . .
Check out our Outdoor Living with
Open Fire & Wood Fired Pizza Oven
(Pizza’s available Wednesday to Sunday)

ST PATRICKS DAY - Tuesday 17th March
Band 6pm til 10pm

‘FLAMING MOES’

SATURDAY 21st MARCH

‘Small Feet’ Entertaining 9pm til 1am
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Graham’s Police Report

Round up for November

Round up for January
January has been a quieter month Police wise with no reported vehicle crashes and
only one domestic incident. There has been a rise in petty theft from vehicles in
Tuatapere with three reported incidents all involving insecure vehicles. While vehicle theft is not generally a big problem in this area there will always be opportunists
out there if you leave your vehicle insecure. There have also been some recent
problems with people smashing over road signs in various locations. If you come
across anyone doing this call Police and take their vehicle details. If you have any
information regarding who has been involved in this recent activity we would like to
hear from you.
Another rural crib has been broken into during January in the Lillburn Valley with
various miscellaneous items stolen. This is on the back of a number of cribs being
broken into prior to Christmas down at Fishing Camp road on two separate occasions. One of these had a 12ft Starcraft aluminium dinghy with mercury 7.5hp outboard stolen which had not been previously reported until recently. With an increase in this type of offending, if you have a crib or hut which is un-occupied
please ensure it is adequately secured and don’t leave valuables for the taking.
A report was received of wilful damage to the Lake Hauroko Tours boat Namu while
it was unattended in the Lillburn Valley. This occurred between Christmas and the
5th of January, anyone with information that may assist in identifying the culprits
please contact the Police. Police are also looking into a complaint of wilful damage
involving padlocks and chains being cut and tampered with on two gates providing
property access in the Rowallan area.
During January two people have been dealt with for driving over the alcohol limit.
One person exceeded the new level and was issued with an instant fine; the second person was over the higher level and has appeared in the Invercargill Court.
A farm worker who had been residing in the Tuatapere area for the last two months
has been bailed to appear in court for Dangerous Driving, Sustained Loss of Traction and Wilful Damage. This relates to an incident outside the Waiau Hotel around
midnight on the 27th of January. The man had been drinking at the Hotel prior to
closing and following a minor incident with another patron decided to engage in
what can only be described as a disgraceful display of driving. The driving involved
multiple skids and donuts, driving on the wrong side of the road, down the footpath
and ultimately led to him smashing into a parked rental vehicle. The car was being
used by an American tourist staying at the Hotel for the night, hardly the type of
memory we want our visitors to take home with them. The culprit was not dealt with
on the night but following inquires he was identified, located and arrested.
Graham Parsons
Tuatapere Police
Page 15
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TUATAPERE AMENITIES TRUST
SECRETARY/TREASURER
The Tuatapere Amenities Trust was set up from a Grant given
by Meridian Energy when the water flow to the Waiau River
was reduced.

Welcome to Target Shooting in

The purpose of the Amenities Trust is to allocate funds to
non-profit groups in the Tuatapere area on an annual basis.

Southland

We are currently seeking someone to join our team as
Secretary/Treasurer.

The Southland association is made up of five
districts, Southern, Invercargill, Northern, Eastern
and Western. The Western district has two clubs,
Nightcaps and Tuatapere .
All Clubs run through the winter months
usually starting about the middle of April and
have available gear that the beginner can use,
along with people who are willing to coach
you and lead you through your first shot or
get you set up if you haven’t shot for a while.
Nightcaps meet on a Monday night and the
contact person is Raeleen Sinclair 2257834, and
Tuatapere meet on a Wednesday night and the
contact person is Kevin Daly 032345162 or
Quinton Erskine 2266969.

The person we are looking for will have good communication
and people skills and be an experienced, organised
Secretary/Treasurer. The position will include financial
bookkeeping.
This is a paid position and involves a small time commitment,
with approximately 1-3 board meetings per annum, on a 'as
required' basis.
The applicant will need to be able to liaise with the audit reviewer on an annual basis and have the communication skills
to enable an understanding of information from investment
advising professionals.
For a detailed Job Description please contact:
Mrs Ngarita Dixon 03 226 6613.
Applications for the above position need to be submitted, in
writing, by Friday
20th February, 2015.
Please apply in writing to:
Mrs Ngarita Dixon
Chairman
Tuatapere Amenities Trust
15 Bridge Street
Tuatapere
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TUATAPERE GOLF CLUB NEWS
Welcome to our update to keep the community informed about what’s
happening at the club.
Men: If you are interested in playing competition the men’s is on
Saturday’s teeing off at 1pm, for more information phone new Men’s
Club Captain Colin Flynn 2255230.
Women: Carol Erskine is our Club Captain. If you are interested in playing
or would like to know more about golf give Carol a buzz 2266602
Christmas Party: Our Christmas Party was held on the 13th December thanks to all who played and attended.
It was awesome to see so many little ones in the club house. A special thanks to everyone who helped on the
day & a special thanks to ‘Santa’ for making an appearance!
Coaching: We are in the process of getting a coach to once again come out. This will be offered to members,
but also non-members so if you are keen on coaching get in contact with Debbie Fowle 2255052, more details
to follow.
Juniors: We also as a club are very keen to develop any children who are keen on golf, if you have a child keen
to have a hit please give Debbie Fowle a ring. We would be keen to offer some coaching and encouragement
to develop their golf skills.
Also our club rooms have recently under gone renovations and look awesome, we would be happy to hire
them out for functions; for more information phone our President Peter Gow: 2255003
Lions Day Opening Tournament: This was held on Friday 6th Feb thanks to all those who played in trying
conditions! A special thanks to the Waiau Valley Lions for once again hosting such a great day, and congrats to
our own Colin Flynn & Christene Dennison for taking out the honours for the day.
John Barrett Memorial Trophy: This is played for annually now to honour the passing of John Barrett, a
member of our golf club who sadly passed away last year. John was a very popular member of our club keeping us all entertained. Stan Hammond was the winner of the day and it was fantastic to see John’s wife Carmel & John’s family attend the day.
Events to come: It will be a busy few months within the golf club with Mens Pennants, Club Champs Matches
for Men & Women, Interclub with Queens Park, Mens Annual Tournament & a Laing Shield Challenge for the
Men. We will let you know the outcomes of these events.

UPDATE FROM TUATAPERE PLAYCENTRE!
Hey all we are still on the lookout for a paddock to use for a MX Stubblecross Fun Day Fundraiser, for the 3rd Saturday of February or March. Anywhere between here and Invercargill
would be brilliant. There will be no jumps added to it either.
Please contact Brooke Gardyne on 021 156 3170 if you are able to help us out.
We are also after two 2nd hand highchairs for the playcentre as we have a few more babies
now so if anyone can help us out that would be brillaint , please contact Brooke Gardyne on
021 156 3170, otherwise pop down Wednesday mornings between 9 and 1, would be great to
see some new faces.
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TUI/ORAWIA NETBALL NOTICE 2015
The Tuatapere and Orawia netball clubs are
working together this year to put forward teams
in as many grades possible,
to compete in the Central
Netball Competition,
played in Winton.
Could all players wishing
to play in either Orawia or
Tuatapere teams, please
register by contactiong either Wendy Adams on
03 2266383 ,cel 021 02749936 or Trudy Slee on
03 2255 8899 with your name, date of birth and
year at school if applicable by 1st of March
2015.
We will then have our first
trials on the 6th and 7th of
March. We would also like
to hear from any interested
coaches and managers for
all grades.

News:

Playgroup is up and running for 2015, we meet
on Tuesday mornings 10-12, there will be a craft activity
followed by music and movement with our new playgroup
co-ordinator Ebony Hunter. Please bring a healthy plate for
a shared morning tea for the kids, morning tea will be provided for mums. All welcome including those of you with
small babies.
·

The first week in March is our annual appeal week,
we would really like the help and support from the
Tuatapere community. We will have plunket mothers or
fathers that have offered there time to go door knocking.
And can’t wait to see the smiles of our community.

·
The next meeting will be 7:30pm Wednesday March
the 18th at the Last Light Lodge, come join us for a chat and
cake/dessert. We would love to meet some new faces with
fresh ideas, if there is anything you would like Plunket to do
in the community this is a great opportunity to let us know
your thoughts.
·
There will be PEPE parenting courses running in
Western Southland from March onwards”, they will be Your
growing baby, Your moving baby and Your active toddler.
For more information please contact
Judy Cook (Pepe Facilitator 03 2142544) or
Jaimee Chamberlain 027378233

Over the last couple of
years, there has been a lot of
discussion about the
possibility of our two clubs
combining. If there is no
objections to this, we will be looking at going
through the process in the 2015 season, with a
view of starting with a brand new club at the
start of 2016,
There will be an opportunity for people to have
their say on what they think netball in the
Waiau Valley could look like in the furture, at a
meeting on the 30th of March at the Waiau
Hotel Lounge Bar at 7.30pm.
We look forward to seeing you all at the trials,
Lets make this a truly memorable season for our
two clubs.

When: For Western Southland families
20th April 2015 @ 1pm (5 sessions)
Where: Riverton, Otautau or Tuatapere Plunket Rooms
(venue to be advised)
For more information and to register please contact:
Judy Cook ph/txt: (03) 2142 544 / 027 224 8296
judy.cook@plunket.org.nz
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Tuatapere Yoga Classes with Yoga Life Balance
* Do you struggle with flexibility & ease of movement?
* Do you want better sports/life performance?
Then Yoga is for you…
Classes held at the RSA Lounge, 61 Orawia Rd
* 1hour classes $8
* 1 ½ hour classes $10
Bro-ga (men only yoga classes) available
Book your class now!
For details on classes, contact Rebecca 021 0249 0109
maramadesign@yahoo.co.nz www.yogalifebalance.co.nz

MASSAGE
Get in touch with its
benefits
Alleviates stress and
stress related conditions
Tight painful muscles

MISSION STATEMENT
To provide a comfortable, safe and
secure environment in which
specialist massage techniques are
delivered by a qualified professional
therapist on an individual needs
basis to clients

Pain or restriction in
joints

I help to rejuvenate, repair and
restore the physical and mental
health and well being of each
client, with the aim of enhancing
and uplifting in synergy -

Back/shoulder/neck pain

Body, Mind and Soul

Headache / migraine
Sports injuries

Insomnia

Fibromyalgia

RHODA
KNOWLER
021 055 6650

And much more !!

Certified Massage
Therapist

Arthritis
Post operative recovery

1024 Clifden Hwy
RD1 Tuatapere

PAUL ANDERSON BUILDER
Available for all your building
requirements, no job too small,
competitive rates, references
available!

Phone: 03 931 9099
Mobile: 027 890 3602
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ATTENTION ALL FIREARM
USERS
Those people wishing to sit the
Mountain Safety Course can enrol at
Tuatapere Service Station with Sid.
AT PRESENT THE LOCATION IS
UP IN THE AIR, AND QUESTIONS
PLEASE CONTACT SID.
► You will need to make an appointment to attend the course.
►You will need to know your Arms
Code and seven basic rules to pass the
course.
►You need to pass the course to obtain
a Firearms licence.
Any questions contact “Sid” 03 226
6475 work or 03 225 5588 home.

Western Wanderer

INVERCARGILL BUDGET
ADVISORY SERVICE
(We’ve been helping people for more than 20 years)

Bowen Therapy is a holistic form of ‘hands-on’ bodywork that is
gentle and effective. The therapist uses thumbs & fingers on precise points of the body to perform Bowen’s unique sets of rolling
type moves which stimulate the muscles, soft tissue and energy
within the body. These in turn prompt the body to reset imbalances
& heal injuries & long-standing complaints, resulting in pain and
stress relief. Bowen Therapy is an extremely gentle and relaxing
treatment suitable for any age group and physical problem.
Please contact me on 032266778, 02102263733 or
s.malinky@gmail.com to learn more about this alternative approach to health or to book a session. These treatments are not
expensive – children, pensioners and those not working are half
price and I am also open for exchange. I am flexible on appointment times and also treat small animals (dogs/cats). I am based in
the Lillburn Valley but also have a treatment room at the Last
Light Lodge in Tuatapere (I tend to be there on Wednesdays). I
offer vouchers of ½ hour or 1 hour, which would make a great gift
for a friend or family member.
I also work at the Environment Centre in Riverton every Thursday
so if you would like deliveries of food or products from the centre
to Tuatapere please contact me and I will be happy to help if I can.

Free & Confidential
Household Budgeting
for all ages
Prompt & Friendly Service
Break free from money problems
and move ahead

Call 03 218 7001
We’re in Community House,
46 Kelvin Street (above ANZ Bank)
P O Box 1222, Invercargill
or
Contact us through
Citizens Advice Bureau, tel 218 2217

CONTACT US
TODAY
Phone 03 221 7192
Fax 03 221 7194
ryalbushtransport@clear.net.nz






Excavators for General
Farmwork
Laser Guided Drainage
Gorse Mulching & Land
Clearing



Lane Maintenance



Conversions



Effluent Ponds



Demolition





20 Tonne Bulldozer, Roller,
Grader
Drain Ploughing &
Alkathene Laying
(Approx 700 deep through majority
of ground conditions)
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Nationwide Stock Cartage



General Cartage



Bulk Fertiliser Cartage



Topdressing / GPS Bulkies



Stock Feed/ Blower Truck

Western Wanderer

Tuatapere Medical

Update from Waiau Health - New Year – New You

69a Orawia Road, Tuatapere

It might seem like Christmas and New Year were a while
ago, but as we settle back in to our regular routine it is
important to take stock and check in to see how we are
going with our health and maybe make some resolutions
to make change. A few things to think about for New
Year – New You….
Eating…We are what we eat and gradually over time we
can get into an unhealthy cycle of making poor food
choices, overeating, under eating, bingeing and crazy
diets. Nowadays we receive so much information about
food that sometimes we are just plain confused about what
we should eat. Although we would like to be making
healthier food choices we may need help knowing what
these are. Here’s a couple of things that might help:

Monday to Friday
8:30am – 4:30pm
Ph: 2266 123
Full WOF Health Check Double
Consult + Tests - $60

Help to Stop Smoking $35

We have organised a dietician to hold another group
session on healthy eating in April. This is 2 half day
sessions, totally free of charge. Be quick though, there are
only 10 spaces – contact Tuatapere Medical reception.

Nurse double consult

Wart Clinics

Weight Watchers is coming to Tuatapere! Thanks to
Shona Tuuta for organising this and the considerable
effort put in to convincing the Weight Watchers
organisation that it will be worthwhile to form a branch
out here. It is really important that if you think this will
be helpful for you that you support it right at that start to
make sure we demonstrate this will work in Tuatapere.
Contact: Shona Tuuta 027 228 9810

3 rd Thurs every month

Podiatrist
Visits regularly – Phone for appt

Physiotherapist

Move…Movement is not only good for the body, it is also
great for the mind and an essential part of mental well
being. So for your health’s sake, move!

Tuesdays & Thursdays

The most important thing is to make a commitment to
exercise regularly, start your routine, commit to it, and
make it a habit. The easiest way to do this is to enjoy
what you are doing. So first choose an activity that
appeals to you and is something you are able to do.
Whether this is walking, dancing, running, swimming, or
even starting with standing exercises during ad breaks, the
most important thing is this is doable, and you enjoy it.
Why not team up with someone you don’t catch up with
often enough and do this together. By enjoying what you
are doing you will find starting the habit is easy, and once
you’ve got that sorted it is easy to build on it.
WOF Health Check
It is important to check in and have your annual WOF
Health Check. It doesn’t matter when this is, but it often
helps to do it at a regular time like in the New Year so you
can remember and do it regularly.
So take the first step on the journey to the New You, you
will thank yourself for it.
Justin Lewis, Manager

Tuatapere Maternity
Choose to Birth in your community
Book with your local self employed Midwife:

Isobel Devery 027 226 7020
Choose our famous post natal care, relax and
be pampered by our wonderful team of nurses
and carers.
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Gail was over the moon to open this special parcel and had a smile from ear to ear .
Tuatapere woman Gail Palmer has been blown away by the package of Shortland Street goodies she received this week.
Palmer said she did not expect anything after her story recently featured in The Southland Times.
Diagnosed with terminal cancer, Palmer said doctors told her she wouldn't
be around for Christmas, but she has defied the odds so far.
Her sister-in-law Lavina Palmer had joked that Palmer would be around to
see the start of the new season of Shortland Street, which prompted the gift
from the popular New Zealand soap opera.
The package included a book on Shortland Street, a first-aid guide, pens, a
drink bottle, band-aids and a coffee cup.
"I think it's amazing. It's going to be so amazing to read this book celebrating
15 years... even Tem's in it," said Palmer.
She said people from around the world had responded to the story. One of
her best friends from school, whom she had not heard from in 17 years, had
called her to pass on her best wishes after reading it.
"It's blown me away, really - the whole thing has," said Palmer.

On Wednesday the 21st of January Gail received an Honoured Recognition from the Lloyd
Morgan Lions Clubs Charitable Trust. This is the special article that was in the paper.
The Tuatapere Lions have given terminally ill woman Gail Palmer an award
for her service to the community.
Gail received an Honoured Recognition from the Lloyd Morgan Lions Clubs
Charitable Trust. It was presented to her by the Tuatapere Lions on
Wednesday.
She was presented her certificate and pin by Tuatapere Lions president
Quinton Donald in her home while surrounded by family and friends
Also present was John Munro who was representing the Southland Locator
Beacon Charitable Trust.
Palmer had been the editor of the Western Wanderer, a monthly paper in
Tuatapere for nine years and for 14 years ran the base in Tuatapere for
emergency locator beacons.
Donald said the idea to honour Palmer with an award for her commitment to
the community came up at a recent directors meeting.
It was members of the public at the meeting that suggested to the Lions that they should give Palmer an award, and the
Lions agreed it was a good idea, Donald said.
"Everybody voted in favour."
Past district governor and Lloyd Morgan trustee for the 202F district Sandra Charmichael said honoured recognition was
available for award to Lions, Lionesses, Leos, and to other members of the community, to recognise outstanding service

Page 22

Western Wanderer

Please remember to have ALL contributions for The Western Wanderer to me by
the 2nd Friday of each month.
Thanks Loretta

Alex Reid Contracting
03 225 5377 or 021 277 5308
MUCK SPREADING
Keenan Orbital Precision Muck Spreader
* Wintering shed effluent

* Solid or liquid

* Calf shed / strawy muck

* Sedimentation ponds

* Ditch cleanings
Precision spread these rich
Sources of N, P & K fertiliser
Don’t stockpile muck

SPREAD IT!
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… are returning to Southland!
To get the ‘BEST’ Automotive Electrical
Service & Sales in Western Southland,

Phone Grant on: 027-911-0123
Mobile Auto Electrics/Battery Sales
(We come to you - $aving you money & time)

BARRETT Ag LTD
For all your Agricultural Work


Ploughing



Discing



Power Harrowing



Levelling



Through to Seeding

Please give Kahu a ring on 03 2266 720 or
027 518 3448
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CLIFDEN
PLAYGROUP
45 Otahu Eastern
Bush Road
Every Wednesday
10am - 12pm
All mothers and
children welcome
Bring something
small for a children's shared
morning tea!
Any queries to
Suzanne Norman
03) 2266 355

Western Wanderer

Contracting
Ground Cultivation


Ploughing



Light & Heavy Discing



Harrowing



Aerating



Levelling



Cultivator



Rotor Spiking
Sowing



Roller Drill



Full Direct Drilling service

Round Balage & Hay



Mowing



Raking



Baling



Wrapping



Inocultant



Hay & Straw



Carting & Stacking

We also buy and sell Balage and Standing Grass
Call Josh to discuss your Contracting needs
03 225 5146

027 690 7030
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ART @ Eighteen

WINDOW CLEANING
Locally Based in Tuatapere
Average 3 Bedroom House

$60 to $80
Inside and Out
Free Quotes
Ph Irene 027 4192722

WESTERN
SOUTHLAND
SCANNING
Sheep & Deer Ultrasound
Pregnancy Scanning
For further information and bookings phone:

Craig & Veronica Wylie
418 Clifden-Blackmount Road
RD 2 Otautau

Phone/fax

(03) 225 5309
Mobile

(027) 270 3206
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TUATAPERE SERVICE STATION
20 ORAWIA ROAD

PHONE: 03 2266475

WE CAN PROCESS ALL YOUR
REGISTRATIONS
ROAD USER CHARGES
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIPS
VEHICLE EXEMPTIONS
CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION
CHANGE OF HUBOMETERS
ISSUE NEW PLATES

IN STOCK NOW GOOD
RANGE OF DIVING GEAR
GLOVES
MASKS
SNORKELS
BOOTS
KNIFES

NEW STOCK ITEM

IN STOCK NOW
MOWER BLADES, NUTS
& BOLTS

Back country
Cuisine meals

UFO

From $8.00

KUHN

Also freeze dried squid bait

POTTINGER

From $4.00

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8.00AM – 5.00PM
SATURDAY 9.00AM – 12.30PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS AND
ALL PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
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Agrissentials – Back to Nature to lift Profits!
Hello, my name is Ailsa Broughton. You
may know me in my previous occupation
at PGGW in Tuatapere. I have been farming and growing food, all my life and have
deep concerns about the sustainability of
some of our current farming regimes.
I have recently joined the team at Agrissentials, as their Southland Rep and have
found the job to be a good fit with my Back
to Basics philosophy on life. I have been blown away by the positive responses I have been receiving, to the
products that I am marketing direct to the public at wholesale rates.
Agrissentials best on earth fertilisers system, using Rok Solid and Oceans 100, enables you to increase the mineral content and microbial mass in your soil that is paramount for better production.
Rok Solid is made of ground paramagnetic basalt rock, crushed to flour-like texture. It is mixed with seaweed,
fish, humates, with microbes added. It is an energised, minerally balanced product, designed and proven, to
sustain pasture growth and animal health.
If you have any concerns about conventional, soluble fertilisers leaching into our waterways, give me a call and
let me explain the benefits of encouraging pasture to fix nitrogen from the air and supply all micro and macro
nutrients and trace elements for good plant and hence, animal health. Your stock will eat less and rest more.
You will have less dagging and drenching and better milk production, with less chemical inputs.
Most farm soils being ‘fed’ by chemical fertilisers are losing organic matter and the ability to hold nutrients
and moisture. They are becoming drought prone and pasture growth rates are decreasing, even with applied
chemical nitrogen.
Over time correct fertiliser policies, using natural products such as Rok Solid, substantially drought proofs the
soil and builds organic matter.
I think more of us need to lead, not just follow. Think harder and expand our horizons beyond our back doors.
Give back to the soil that sustains us all.
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Rinse Return Recycle!
FREE collection event for recycling of Aggrecovery
empty plastic containers
TUATAPERE
DT Kings Transport, 3 Half Mile Road
Saturday 11 April 2015, 9am – 1pm
Scouts BBQ from 11am
Every container accepted for recycling earns 50c for local scouts!

Your containers must be

Plastic, 0-60 litres in size, with lid Removed
Free from chemical and organic residue inside and out*
From participating brand owners – leave product label on for identification
Keas, Cubs and Scouts have started again for 2015. If you are interested
please come along for a look and to join in the fun on the following days:
Keas – Thursdays at 3.15pm
Cubs – Thursday @ 3.30pm

Scouts – Fridays at 7pm.
All held at the Scout & Guide Den at the Tuatapere Playground
Kindest Regards
Quinton Erskine

Waiau Squash club
2015 Season
A new season is about to get underway, if you are keen to play
squash in our interclub competition or simply have a social hit we
would love to have you, for men
contact Jeremy Gray or for women
contact Debbie Fowle. Interclub
should be due to start end of March, details will follow.

MOUNTAINS
EDGE CABINS
MONOWAI
Hunting, Fishing, Mountain Biking, Kayaking
& Tramping Cabin Accommodation

Our AGM is set down for Monday 23 February at the
Squash Courts 7.30pm start.

8 Cabins double and single available
$25.00 per person per night

it would be great if all members could attend this
meeting as many hands make light work.

Full Kitchen Facilities, Showers, Toilets

rd

A special thanks to our committee and to Terry Chamberlain (President), Michele Watson (Secretary) & a
special thanks to our hard working Treasurer Christine
Egerton.

Playground and Tennis Courts
right across the road
75 Turbine Drive, Monowai

Ph. 03 225 8267
www.mountainsedgecabins.com

Email: mountainsedgecabins@gmail.com
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ALEX REID CONTRACTING
03 225 5377 or 021 277 5308
PADDOCK CULTIVATION
* Ploughing

* Power Harrow

* Topping / Mowing * Tip Trailer
* 5 leg Acrator

* Ridging
* Levelling

* Discing (from sprayed ground)

NEED SOMETHING
BIGGER THAN A
SHOVEL FOR YOUR
OUTSIDE JOBS?

Handy size 1.5 tonne digger now available in the
Tuatapere area.
Suitable for jobs around the
home or the farm.

LANE GRAVELLING / MAINTENANCE
MUCK SPREADING

Phone Dwayne or Vicki Unahi

SHEARING & CRUTCHING

Phone 03 226 6172

SHEEP CONVEYOR

HIGHWAY 99
CAFÉ BAR
Eartagging - Udder Checks

027 22 22 612

Capsule Administration - Mouthing
Vaccination - Drenching

New Menu &
Bar Snacks
Come check it out!!

Pour-on dipping
Racewell Scales & 3 Way Draft

Karaoke sing-along
Saturday Nights
Come Along

GRASSY DOWNS
GUMBOOT GOLF
CLASSIC

OPEN TIMES
Thursday Friday
Saturday Sunday

15-hole AmbroseTournament
WHEN Sat 28 February 2015 – 9am Briefing
WHERE
Swale Road, Otahu Flat
Peter Cassels + David Church’s Farm
WHO Enter a team of 4 ($80 a Team)
Anyone over 18 can enter
WHY Hauroko Valley Primary School Fundraiser
WHAT 15 holes of farmland golf on prepared greens
Rolling hills to flat land
BRING Gumboots, cash, clubs and plenty of balls!
CONTACT
mation
Paula Anderson

For Entry Forms or Further Infor03 2255 447 021 143 1105
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GUEST SPOT!

This month’s feature is the report of an interview, written by Charles Horrell for a school History assignment in 2011. He interviewed Nina Templeton, who had lived in Tuatapere for most of her long life. Nina was born on 7 March 1914 and died on 22
October 2013 in her hundredth year. At the time of the interview Nina was 97.
Interview - Mrs Nina Templeton
I interviewed Mrs Nina Templeton, a 97 year old lady, whose husband worked at Port Craig from the age of 15. Mrs Templeton, herself, visited Port Craig as a young woman. It was in 1935, when she was 21. At the time, the operation at Port Craig had
ceased but everything was left just as it had been. It wasn’t until 1939 at the start of World War Two that the settlement was
deliberately demolished when it was thought that the settlement’s location could be a target for enemy ships.
I have recorded the interview and written as detailed an account of the information as possible.
Mrs Templeton’s Recollection of Port Craig:
She could hear the whistle when they blew it for different things. At this time, she lived with her parents and brothers and sisters “down the Pap”, which was down the Papatotara Rd. This is to the west of Tuatapere and close to the mouth of the Waiau
River. She said she knew the whistle was from over the hill - but how many hills she didn’t know!
Her Dad used to go down to Birch & Co. (Waiau mouth) to collect the men and women when they came out from Port Craig.
He’d collect them with his horse and dray. The people would have walked from Port Craig. He’d take them out to the train at
Tuatapere.
When her brother got old enough to drive the cart, (he was 14) he took over carting the people. They got a new cart - a spring
cart. Later on, Mrs Templeton’s Dad got a little truck to cart the people. She remembers the people coming out quite clearly,
because they’d go past her gate and at that time she and her siblings were not allowed out the gate!
Nina married Jimmy Templeton, who had started work at Port Craig when he was 15. His brother also worked over there. He
told his wife about the settlement and about how big it was. They had a hall for dancing in and a school and a cookhouse,
boarding houses and things like that. He (Jimmy) told Nina about the meat they used to get. One of the jobs of the young lads
was to take the meat up to the cook house from the boat, which came occasionally to bring stores and to take people out. Jimmy said that sometimes the mutton was so black-if you poked your finger in it, it left a hole there. And he would not eat it for
tea that night! If you had something like chops for tea and some people left one on their plate, the remains were scooped up and
used in a casserole for another meal!
Jimmy was there until he was well into his 20’s. Nina didn’t have anything to do with Port Craig at that time.
“I mean, we were girls and girls were kept out of all these things. The boys knew more about it”.
After Jimmy and Nina got married, the mill closed and people had to carry their possessions out - or what they could carry. The
boat had stopped by this time.
Nina and Jimmy walked into Port Craig a couple of years later, after the operation had closed. “What a walk!” They got a ride
to the ’Waik’ and walked in from there. There was Jimmy, Nina, her brother, her sister, her friend, two kids and a dog. When
the tide came in, they’d have to go in to the bush. They were up to their ankles in mud because the track hadn’t been used for
some time. Sometimes, when the tide started to come in, they’d hop the rocks.
At Port Craig every house (approximately 50) still had its pots and pans and bedding and furniture all still there.
All they had to take in was a change of clothes and food. She did the cooking. Everything was as it had been, including the
billiard room. They went for long walks around to Sand hill Point etc. They were all fit and healthy and up at daylight
(summer). They walked up the tramline to the Percy Burn viaduct. “We were all young, fit and happy.”
At the Percy Burn, Jimmy said he’d go over the viaduct first as no one had been over it for a while. Jimmy went first, then Nina’s brother and then her. They went one at a time, in case it was shaky. There was only a thin plank and rail to hold onto – but,
Nina said, “I was brave as Ned Kelly!” When you looked down it was a long way down to the gully. ”Down from the Percy
Burn you looked down and down forever into the gully!” At the base of the viaducts vegetation was always cleared so that the
foliage wouldn’t cause decay in the wood.
At Port Craig there were about 50 houses with a cook house. “They had had a big staff!” There were gardens with flowers still
growing, though the lawns hadn’t been cut. The manager’s house was impeccable - the windows were clean, the house tidy, the
lawns were cut. “You’d think there was a woman living in the house!” said Nina.
They went in to Port Craig for four days. The mill was intact and trolleys were on the side of the tramline. It was an experience.
“It was really a wonderful experience.” Nina said.
Jimmy told Nina a story. There were about eight 15 year olds. These boys were not allowed to go into the huts with the men
when the men were smoking and drinking beer. On one occasion, when the boys had to stay out, they climbed onto the roof of
one hut and poured water in the chimney onto the fire. The men all piled out of the hut and the lads went scampering into the
bush!
Nina told me how the people at Port Craig had to make their own fun, as there weren’t shops or anything to go to. There were
quite a few young people in there - a lot of families. There were no refrigerators or electric lights, only lamps.
Myrtle and Fred Fluty (who made the Bluff Paua House) got married at Port Craig and so did Jimmy’s sister (who married a
Sangster). There were a lot of marriages. The houses were nice. They were set in good sections providing privacy, with gardens
and lawns. After they’d all left, the manager used a scythe to cut all the lawns.
The wharf was completely intact. “There wasn’t even a shiver in it.” There were seals on the rocks that the men wanted to kill but Nina wouldn’t let them. All the ropes down the wharf were still there - no rust or anything.
When they walked out a chap was meant to meet them at the ’Waik’ but he didn’t turn up, so they had to walk all the way to
Birch & Co. They were tired and hungry. Nina was the only one with a mug, so they got her down and tried to get it off her.
“All in good fun!” When they got to Birch & Co, the others all fell asleep and Nina went to her friend Molly’s, who put on
afternoon tea. “Molly was a great one for doing afternoon tea!” Nina wasn’t sure how far it was that they had walked. “Girls
don’t remember these things like men do. We had a whale of a time. I’ve never forgotten it.”
Jimmy and Nina lived at Birch and Co for 22 years - from 1942.
Jimmy had originally gone into Pt Craig because they were looking for young ones to work.
He worked on the tramlines and he carried the meat and supplies from the boat.
It was interesting hearing of Mrs Templeton’s (Nina) recollections.
Charles Horrell 2011
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Lloyd’s Lookout

by Lloyd Esler

I’ve done almost every inch of the Southland coast from Port Craig to the Catlins – Waiparau Head, in fact – which marks the
Otago/Southland boundary at the end of Long Beach. Some of it is easy and some difficult. There are some magnificent bits of
coastal scenery accessible only by a hike or a scramble.
I’ve got to catch up on the bit between Cosy Nook and Wakapatu sometime. I’d appreciate a bit of local knowledge there and
if anyone is organising a coastal walk I’d like to tag along. The Fieldclub does a fair length of coast each year and we’d be
keen to get around that bit. It gives us the chance to look for bird nesting colonies, seal rookeries, unusual plants and strange
bits of debris that the sea pushes ashore.
We are fortunate in that the coast is legally accessible with a strip a chain wide (66 feet or 20 metres) above high tide. In most
places this has been surveyed to provide landowners with a fixed boundary but the intent of the strip is to give walking access
all around the coast. It can be a bit tricky where the coast is cliffy or where there are electric or deer fences right down close to
the shore.
The land is crossed irregularly by unformed roads. These are usually farmed as part of the adjoining farmland but they are
public roads and accessible. I usually let farmers know if I am going to follow a paper road and they may suggest an alternative
route if there is lambing, electric fences or some other obstacle.
The paper road can be formed into a driveable road at the expense of a developer who wishes to put in a subdivision but it remains a public road. Councils can put a paper road up for sale to an adjoining property owner if there is no possibility of it
ever being formed but councils are reluctant to do this as sometimes the road will be required in the future for alternative access
to the coast or for a development of some sort or as the route for a walking track.
Occasionally there is a grumpy farmer but it’s not his land, and his cows are probably right down to the high tide mark anyway,
grazing on public land. Google Earth shows property boundaries and it’s a useful tool for planning an excursion. You’d be
surprised how many paper roads and marginal strips there are. It’s not so easy to find out the owners’ names and numbers
though, so you often have to make calls to people with a bit of local knowledge.
What sort of cars would be suitable for a paper road? – an Austin A4, a stationery wagon and a Cardillac I suppose.
On the subject of stationery… I escorted a group of Texas students on a South Island tour. They were keen and enquiring. “What do you think is your best quality?” one of them asked. That’s a very American thing to ask. I’ve never been asked
that before. That’s the sort of thing you get kids to talk about. I don’t need that at my age. I’m reasonably contented and well
adjusted. I don’t need compliments. I told her about George.
We had a group of kids for some extension work. They were aged about 7 – 9. One of them was George. A quiet lad, not
conspicuous in any field and a bit behind reading. Sometimes you need to find a way to boost kids’ self esteem. We sat in a
circle and they talked about their good points. Their peers supported them and made useful comments – I think she uses good
expression, she’s a good friend, good at tidying up. That sort of thing. George was a bit stuck. He didn’t have obvious talents
and he was a bit hard to categorise. “He’s a good stapler,” said one of his friends.
George’s eyebrows went up a little and he sat up straighter. He’d never realised. “It’s true,” someone else said, “the best stapler in the school.”
George got a certificate for his bedroom at assembly and he wore a gold star. “Best stapler in the school,” it said. He gained
respect. The other kids had never realised before that they had such a rare skill amongst them. They watched him to see his
superior performance on the stapler. Perhaps it was his stance, legs slightly apart, biting the bottom lip and squinting. Chunk, chunk.
He was given the class stapling jobs, other teachers got him in for tricky stuff. The school secretary had him in from time to
time as well to work the big office stapler and he used the staple gun – no one else was allowed. He fixed them too, he had his
own long nosed pliers for unjamming them, oil, and the care of boxes of staples of every size. George was made. “It’s his
staple diet,” was the joke.
I don’t know what happened to him. Perhaps he grew up to become a great stationer or an engineer, maybe he married an heiress to a stationery fortune, but it shows what happens when you find the right button and push it.
I’m still looking for contributions to my book on rabbits and possums. It’s coming out in November. I need to get photos
and anecdotes.
Lloyd Esler 2130404
Southland Community Law Centre
Phone 03 214 3180
5 Tay Street Invercargill
Fax 03 214 3170
Freephone 0800 550 800 (outside Invercargill city only)
Free Legal Information and Advice for the Community of Southland
Hours: Monday to Thursday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am to 1:30 pm
We have staff solicitors available to represent people in district court (Invercargill and Gore) – if you meet our criteria.
We also provide a free legal advice service with our roster of volunteer lawyers – appointments are necessary.
Our Case Workers provide free information and support to people with problems ranging from employment, tenancy, personal debt, education systems through to legal systems and WINZ.
We run outreach clinics fortnightly in Gore as well as in Western and Northern Southland.
Ring for an appointment.
Under special circumstances we can also do home visits.
All our services are free.
Our services are proudly funded by the Solicitors Trust & administered through the Legal Services Agency and by public donations.
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