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Cover Photo: At the Waiau Town & Country Club, Tuatapere Annual Pink Ribbon Breakfast with Guest Speaker, Ebony 
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Tuatapere Reserve
Pest Control Group

Meeting 
@ The Den 7pm

71 2 3

Wool & Craft 
10-3pm The Den

2 3

Book Club 10:30am
Tui Base Camp

2 4 2 5 2 6

Sewing & Patchwork 
10-3pm The Den

Sewing & Patchwork 
10-3pm The Den

Reminders Bootcamp at  
WAS Gym every Wed

6am / 5:30pm 

Bootcamp at Orepuki
Hall - every Mon 

6am / 5:30pm 

Bootcamp at Orepuki
Hall  every Fri 
6am / 5:30pm 

Pop Up 2ndhand Shop
@The Den every Sat

10am-1pm

Every Week

2 7 2 8

Wool & Craft 
10-3pm The Den

Target Shooting
7pm, RSA Hall

2 9 3 0

King’s Birthday
Public Holiday

Tuatapere 
Te Waewae Community
Board Meeting - 3:30pm

SDC Book Bus
1-1;30pm

Orepuki Community
Centre

StoryTime @ Waiau
Memorial Library

10am

CWA BookSale 2026
Pipe Band Hall, Main Rd, Tuatapere

Pēpi Playgroup
10am - 2pm

Tuatapere Playcentre
Soup & Chat

Tui Base Camp 11:30am

Quiz Night - Fundraiser
Tui Base Camp 

7pm start

Live Music - King Leo
Tui Base Camp

6:30pm 

Rugby Picks Prizegiving
& Speights Fridge Draw

Tui Base Camp

PGG Golf Tournament

Waiau Valley 
Preschool Music

63 Main Str
10:00 - 11:30am

Tuatapere Community
Theatre brings you

“A Night in Front of 
the Televison”

18-19  Julyth

Grand Opening of
the Historic

Tuatapere Railway
Precinct

2pm
All Invited!

Kinit in Public Day
@The Den, Erskine St

10am - 1pm
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

HANDY PHONE NUMBERS

MEDICAL CENTRE: (03) 2266 123

TUATAPERE POLICE STATION:
(03) 2269 020

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY WORKER:
027 7575 983 

EMERGENCY 
POLICE /FIRE/AMBULANCE: 111

(03) 2266 475
TUATAPERE SERVICE STATION:

HAUROKO VALLEY SCHOOL OFFICE:
(03) 2266 753

WAIAU AREA SCHOOL OFFICE:
(03) 2266 285

TUATAPERE CEMETERY TRUST:
027 246 4857

TUATAPERE FOUR SQUARE:
(03) 2266 898

HUNGRY HIPPO
(03) 2266 417

SHOP & TAKEAWAYS

WAIAU TOWN & COUNTRY CLUB
(03) 2266 489

TUI BASE CAMP 
(03) 2266 250

CAFE-BAR-RESTAURANT

SHOP HOURS UPDATE

WE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAYS
UNTIL THE END OF AUGUST

Tues - Sun
11am - 8pm

PINK RIBBON BRUNCH
OREPUKI 

Sunday 7  Juneth

Ring Coke 021 351 181
or Marg 027 749 9456

Tuatapere & DISTRICTS
LIONS CLUB PROJECT

SUPER DIRT
Bags@$8.00 ready for your garden
Super Dirt can be collected from 

Rabco's Yard, Groveburn Road 
Phone Shirley or Stephen 

(03) 226 6817

Tuatapere Lions Club
Annual Peastraw Drive

$12 per bale - self-carted

Nigel  021 2266 156
Sammy  027 4382 248

$15 per bale - delivered
Ph/Text

Call Christine 027 5255 538

Cnr of Half Mile Road & Clifden Highway
All welcome!  Stalls and Boot Stalls $5

COMMUNITY MARKET
The Community Market

will be back in September!

Soup
‘n Chat

Tui Base Camp - 2  Thursday of the month!nd

11.30-1.30pm 
Please contact Community Support Worker

Tina on 027 7575 983 
to book your spot no later than 

the week before.



COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
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KIDS CRAFT GROUP
2  Saturday of the month 1-4pmnd

$5/family
@ ‘The Den’ Erksine St, Tuatapere

Learn new craft skills and have fun!
This is a Christian group.

For information: Helen 0221039327

LINE DANCING - MONDAY NIGHTS
7:30pm, RSA Hall

Main Street, Tuatapere

THE DEN
Erskine Street 

Tuatapere
The Den is AVAILABLE for

Community Groups to
book - right next to the
playground, with plenty 

of parking.

To enquire, call
Helen Todd

022 1039 327

KEEN TO GIVE SQUASH A GO?
Enquires please contact: 
Rebecca Robertson 
027 424 6129

7.30pm, Waiau Town & Country Club
Ph: Christine 0275498720

INDOOR BOWLS - MONDAY NIGHTS

Spinning, Felt, Weaving, 
Knitting, Crochet. 
Other crafts welcome!

WESTERN SOUTHLAND WOOL &
CRAFT GROUP

10am-3pm.        $5.         BYO Lunch. 

Held on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays
of the month, in months that have 5
Wednesdays, at ‘The Den’, Erskine St

Any queries please contact 
Helen Todd 022 103 9327

Contact: Helen Todd 022 103 9327

SEWING & PATCHWORK GROUP
Come and learn to sew or share your skills
OR just get on with your project.
Bring your lunch and sewing machine (if you can)
Meet at ‘The Den’  Erskine St, Tuatapere

Cost $5 per day.  10am-3pm.  Coffee & Tea provided
1  & 3   Thursdays of each monthst rd

POSTPONED UNTIL

JULY

Why Join Us?
Affordable Access to Fitness: Enjoy low-cost
$5.00 a class that makes fitness more
accessible for everyone in Western Southland.
Structured Group Exercise: Our organised
fitness classes focus on your own individual
fitness journey, while building connections
and friendships.
Personalised Support: Receive tailored
guidance to help you set and achieve your
own fitness goals. Our supportive
environment celebrates individuals
achievements.

Join the Orepuki Community
Fitness Collective!

Get Fit and Ready for Winter Sports!
Are you looking to boost your fitness this
winter? The Orepuki Community Fitness

Collective is here to support you! 
We offer affordable, low-cost fitness classes

tailored for all ages and abilities. 
Whether you’re an experienced athlete 

or just starting your fitness journey, 
we’ve got something for you!

Get ready for winter sports by improving your
strength, endurance, mobility - movement for life.

Winter Sports Benefits

Mon & Fri: 6am at Orepuki Community Centre
Tues, Wed & Thurs: 6am at W.A.S Gym

Class Schedule - Every Week

Join our vibrant classes where you can engage with
friendly faces and enjoy a welcoming atmosphere.

We’ve seen fantastic growth, increasing from 
7 to 14 regular participants!

Progress to Date

Get involved today! 
Help us expand our community and enjoy the

numerous benefits of movement.

Second Hand Pop Up Shop
Every Saturday 10am-1pm

‘The Den’ Erskine St, Tuatapere
Ph: Helen 022 1039327

Pop up secondhand shop needs help if you
would like to volunteer one Saturday a month

please contact Helen 022 1039027



TUATAPERE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE BRIGADE
We're on the lookout for members to join
this rewarding organization. We are looking
for persons who are, ideally, available
throughout the day. If you think that you
would like to try this (sometimes lifelong)
commitment, then please feel free to come
and try it! We train on Tuesday nights at
7:30pm during daylight saving and 7pm
through the winter months.
We look forward to 
meeting with you.

Tuatapere Lions Club Charitable Trust
Ambulance Committee

TUATAPERE AMBULANCE
Did YOU Know?
The Tuatapere Ambulance is a funded service
by the Tuatapere Lions Club, for the
residents of Tuatapere & Districts.

The Treasurer
Tuatapere Lions Club
PO Box 47
Tuatapere

Should you receive an account for this
service from St John, please forward it
immediately to:

Sometimes we experience difficulty in
receiving the invoices for YOUR trip - so
PLEASE do forward them on to us.  
Thank you!

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

TUATAPERE TOY LIBRARY

A small contribution of an annual membership
allows families to join the group and have
access to the toys. 

Tuatapere Toy Library has been a 
toy swap/hire service provided to 
the young families of Tuatapere 
and surrounding districts since 1989. 
The purpose is to create opportunities for the
little people of our community to have
accessibility to toys. 

For more information or questions please text
or ring Kenzie Johnston on 020 4191 7357

You'll find us at 23B Orawia Road, Tuatapere

Tuatapere Playgroup welcomes all 
0-5 year olds & their parents or
caregivers to come join the fun!

We provide a warm, friendly atmosphere for
children to form bonds and learn alongside each
other and a place for parents to connect.
For more info message our Facebook page or
contact Brooke 027 551 5591.

Friday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 
Bring a packed morning tea and drink bottle.

TUATAPERE PLAYGROUP

4



Tuatapere:  

NEED A JP?
The following Justices are 
available by appointment:

Karen Hammond   027 885 6381

Blackmount: 
Nicky Baker  027 643 5880

Mon- Fri by Appointment Only

Keri Potter    027 526 3137

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY SUPPORT
WORKER

A free and confidential service.  
Contact if you:

Want help with filling forms

Know someone that requires assistance or
are concerned about someone’s well being
Want to suggest a community related
course or activity

Need advice on who to contact
Require financial or food assistance

Cellphone:  027 757 5983
E-mail:   tcworker@xtra.co.nz
Call in to the office at the Medical Centre just
inside front door 69a Orawia Road, Tuatapere

Monday - Thurs 10am-3pm

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Hits of the 80's, 90's & Today
88.2 FM 

DO YOU HAVE A NOTICE FOR THE
COMMUNITY?

DROP US AN EMAIL AT
yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

AND WE’LL ADD IT TO THE
NOTICEBOARD FOR YOU!

Envelopes printed with the
“Tuatapere on Natures Edge” 
Logo can be purchased at Country 
Corner Craft Shop 1A Orawia Road. 
Cost $4.00 per 10

TUATAPERE ENVELOPES

TUATAPERE 
LIONS CLUB

Come join us!
Are you keen to lend a hand and have

a good yarn while you’re at it?
The Tuatapere Lions are a friendly bunch

who like helping out around the
community & having a bit of a 

social get-together along the way.

From local projects to lending a hand 
where needed, we’re all about 
neighbours helping neighbours.

You don’t need any special skills - just a
willing attitude and a bit of 

community spirit!

New faces are always welcome!

If you’d like to get involved, or just see
what we’re about, we’d love to 

hear from you.

Get in touch:
President

Shirley Crack - 027 321 1564

Secretary
Maurice Green - 027 246 4857
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Senior Citizens is a group of over 50s that meet
every Friday afternoon at 1pm at the rooms

behind the RSA Hall. We are always looking for
new members so if you would like a fun

afternoon playing bowls, cards or just catching
up with friends, come and join the group.  

SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP

If you need a ride - we can pick you up! 
Please contact:   

Olive Bennett (03) 2266 477 or 
Alison Bennett  027 224 2724

WESTERN SOUTHLAND
CATHOLIC MASS

Mass is held every first Sunday of the
month at the Anglican Church at 11am.

On Fridays, Mass (or Liturgy of the Word
with Holy Communion), is held at 1pm in

the Anglican Church.
A timetable , as to what is happening each
Friday, is available at the entrance to the

Anglican Church.
We are very grateful to the Tuatapere
Anglican Community for sharing their

church facilities with us.
Fr Gerard Aynsley

Text preferred: 021580610

Need to know more?
Phone or message 

Cedric on 022 027 3834

We meet every Sunday at 10.30am

Waiau Valley 
Presbyterian Church

Tuatapere
Main Road COMMUNITY OUTLOOK ARTICLES

The Community Outlook articles are always available on the 
On Natures Edge website!

https://www.onnaturesedge.co.nz/

TUATAPERE HEALTH & GIFT SHOP

12:00pm - 5:30pm Mon-Fri
69a Orawia Road  Ph: (03) 226 6999

Good selection of Vitamins, Giftware & 
Over-the-counter healthcare

First prescription drop-off from 1:30pm
Second prescription drop-off 4:30pm

(part of Riverton Pharmacy - beside Medical Centre)

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES, NOTICES, OR UPDATED ADVERTS FOR THE WESTERN WANDERER SENT IN BY 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

WAIAU MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Library Hours: Fridays

10:00am - 11:30am
2:30pm - 4:00pm
7:00pm - 8:00pm

We have free

Have you thought of small bore rifle
shooting which is known in Southland

as target shooting? 

Tuatapere meet on a Wednesday nights 

7:30pm, in the RSA Hall.

TARGET SHOOTING 
SOUTHLAND

Contact: Kevin Daly (03) 234 5162 or 
Quinton Erskine (03) 226 6969 

20th of June (for JULY’S Issue) yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

Contact: Rex Hibbs  Flat 1/26 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere

Get your car washed, dried and windows cleaned.  
Price arranged on request!



Thank you.

TUATAPERE RSA 
ANZAC SERVICES 2026

Thank you to all who attended the
Dawn Service at Orawia and the
10.00am service in Tuatapere 

A big Thank You to John Munro who stepped
up this year to run these services as our
President couldn't due to health issues. John,
again you exceeded yourself getting everything
done as well as organising things behind the
scenes. 

I just want to let everyone know that a few
years ago Tuatapere RSA had a large number of
members. Now we have 16 financial members
and 4-5 members that attend meetings. Anzac
is still very important to small communities
who have lost many soldiers. The RSA don't
only run Anzac Services we do a lot more. 
If you would like to know what or would like to
become a member please talk to John Munro or
Chris Johnston. 

It is now time to pay your sub if you are already
a member. Subs are $25.00 
Pay into ANZ: 06 0958 0007999 00 
Please put your Name, sub26 , in Reference

S Crack, Treasurer RSA Tuatapere 

Southland Kindergarten Association is
exploring early childhood education

options for the Tuatapere community.

use a kindergarten service in
Tuatapere, and/or
use a funded/subsidized
transport service to Riverton
Kindergarten.

At this stage, we are seeking
expressions of interest only from
parents/caregivers of children 

aged 2–5 years who would:

 This is to help us understand
community need only, no services 
are being promised at this stage.

If this applies to your family, please
email: megan@activesouthland.co.nz

your name
phone number and/or email
address
ages of your children

by 8 June 2026

Wayne was voted the People’s Choice by the
audience, friends, and supporters of the 

Christchurch Art Show 
for his stunning landscape work, 

Tasman River.

PEOPLE'S CHOICE
WINNER

ANNOUNCED
The winner of the
Lawson’s Dry Hills

PINK People’s Choice
Award at the 2026

Christchurch Art Show
was Tuatapere’s 

very own 
Wayne Edgerton!

A huge congratulations to Wayne — so very
well deserved! 

Tūātapere Book Sale 2026
- supported by Lions

7
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We are looking for a full-time 
Calf Rearer to join our owner-operated

dairy farm located at 
756 Clifden Blackmount Road.

Full-Time Calf Rearer Wanted –
Dairy Farm Position

Full-time position for approximately
3 months
Calving commences 1st August 2026
Experience preferred but not
essential
Great hourly rate
Accommodation available on farm

Our farm milks 900 cows and rears
approximately 250 replacement heifer

calves each season.

This is a great opportunity to work in a
supportive team environment on 

a well-run dairy operation.

For more information or to apply, 
please contact: 

Jo Sandford - 027 295 0429

PHONE  ALEX 
0212775308 CELL
03 2255377 HOME

Sheep Conveyor

Drenching, Vaccination etc 3 way draft

Pond Stirrer

Large Skid Steer for calf shed cleaning,
loading Muck Spreaders etc

4 Muck Spreaders 16,000 litre Slurry Tanker
Umbilical Slurry System

Dairy Lane Maintenance

Vibrating RollerTip Trailers 2 Tip Trucks

Paddock Cultivation from
Ploughing to Sowing

Dry Hire available
Aerating

Direct Drilling
Ridging

Mulching



If you require the Western Health Shuttle to
transport you to Invercargill to meet the
Dunedin St John shuttle, follow the above. 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are needing to book
the St John shuttle from Invercargill to
Dunedin, you still contact the same number
as before, being 0800 103 046. 
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WESTERN SOUTHLAND
HEALTH SHUTTLE SERVICE -
CHANGES COMING
There are some changes coming about the
present Health Shuttle.

It will still cover the same area, being
Otautau, Riverton, Tuatapere, Ohai and
Nightcaps and provide the same service to
all Western Southland residents. You do not
need to be a registered patient at Otautau
Medical Centre to use the health shuttle.

THINGS THAT WON’T CHANGE
The wonderful volunteers behind the
driver’s wheel.
The donation system currently in place –
just change of bank account if your
donation is paid by direct credit.

THINGS THAT WILL CHANGE
Who you contact to make a booking:
Contact the Otautau Medical Centre,
03 225 8099 between 10am and 3.30pm
as from the 1st of June. Please give us at
least 24 hours’ notice before your
appointment. 
The vehicle that will transport you to
your appointment will be different.
A new co-ordinator, Marg 

As of the 1st of June, contact the Otautau
Medical Centre between 10.00am and
3.30pm Monday to Friday to book the
shuttle. Outside of these times please
contact Marg on 027 331 5290.

With the support of Hato Hone St John, the
Western Southland Health Shuttle is going
to be managed and funded under a new
umbrella, being the Otautau Community
Health Trust & Otautau Medical Centre and
be called Western Health Shuttle. 

Proudly serving our village and
surrounding area with 

Speed Queen machines

8am - 9pm 
daily

Simple easy to use touch
screens and eftpos. 

We are fully cashless 
for your convenience.

TAP - WASH - AND - GO 

Locally owned and family
operated, we are 

making clean easy.

Luke, Francine and Winnie Wikstrom

027 2773 925

5 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere
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WAIAU HEALTH TRUST – June 2026 
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Kia Ora Western Wanderer Readers, 

The Year 9 & 10s have been learning about BANKSY
and making stencils about human rights issues.

At the end of 2025 the school increased its capacity to
teach a wider range of topics within the Primary
Industry area. Previously the school would have had to
outsource some of the topics that we can now cover.
We are now able to do this onsite in conjunction with
assistance from local farms/industries which will help
build the skill set of our students as they prepare
themselves for the work force. 

Room 3 have been learning about Landscape Art by
drawing and needle felting the Takitimu Mountains.

AGRICULTURE & HORTICULTURE

Our Year 7 & 8 students have also recently been
working in the community gardens. Their first task was
to undertake some weeding and to have a general tidy
up of the area. Over the next few weeks we hope to be
doing some winter planting and setting up some planter
beds for planting in the Spring.

ART 

Now 2
bikes

available

for pasture 

metering



Club Hours
Mon - Wed sorry we’re closed

Thurs   4pm til close
Fri - Sun   3pm - close
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Students in Room 4 have recently discovered the
thrills of rocket engineering and launched handmade
(and very colourful) water rockets to impressive
heights.  Lessons were learned, records were set,
and the children are now keen to improve their
designs and aim higher for round 2!

Room 3 have turned their attention to the Solar
System and with Mrs Crosbie’s inspirational support
have learned so much about our amazing planets and
our Sun.  The children’s passion for planets seems
limitless and much discussion, learning and
wonderful art work has come out of this topic. 

In the senior end of the school we’ve got Year 9
learning about the different cells we find in humans
and plants and about our major organs and body
systems.  Meanwhile, the Year 10s are getting
familiar with the Periodic Table and the properties
of the everyday elements that we take for granted.
Year 11s have just finished studying how science is
helping us understand environmental hazards on the
Waiau River and are now studying chemistry. 

SCIENCE / TECH

Year 9 and 10 Food Technology is always popular
and so far this year the students have cooked and
baked a variety of dishes. The students have had to
be quite resilient for the first half of the year
because Hauroko Valley School has been using the
Food Technology Room and the students have had
to use the hall for some of their lessons. 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Baking is always popular. 
On occasions we have a
competition and we recently
had one for the best ANZAC
biscuits which was won by
three of our Year 10 students,
Lexi, Kathryn and Annaleigh.
They looked as good as they
tasted! Well done team!

Should any members of the
community have a particular
expertise in any cuisine or
dishes, sweet or savoury
they would like to share with
us, please contact Mrs Gover
at Waiau Area School
through the office. We would
love to hear from you!
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Central & Western Archive - Community & Heritage Hub
Contributed by

48 Main Rd, Tūātapere
CentralAndWesternArchive@gmail.com or Ph/Txt: 027 211 4675

Winter Hours OPEN: Tues-Sat 1-4pm until 30th Sept
Open 5/6 June for BookSale 2026!

Tūātapere School: JC Thomson MP, was to
open the new school, on 19th June 1913. 
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The Southland Education Board visited
here in 1909, and their report outlined
that local men JJH McLean and CF Sneyd
met with them, and there were 12 children
of school age within 1 mile of the
Tūātapere Railway Station. Settlement in
the town was rapidly progressing and
within six months, 30 children of school
age would be living inside of one mile
from the Railway site, making a school
here necessary.

Prior to a school being built, school
lessons were held by the first teacher at
Tūātapere, Hugh McFeely, who arrived in
the tiny township in 1910. Classes were in
the Cymric Hall originally, but this proved
to be unsuitable, so when the Methodist
Church opened their new building in 1911,
the classroom was moved to this building.
The new space provided better playground
access for the children and less of a
distraction to the students, than the
Cymric Hall had done from 1910. 

Left: Cymric Hall, the first classes were held here. Right:
Classes were then moved to the new Methodist Church

The Southland Board of Education had a
set plan for all small rural schoolhouses
(the old name for a school) and this was
all based on the exact same, one size
plan. This means all the Education Board
schoolhouses ended up looking the same,
although some like the Tūātapere School
were extended and added onto and then
rebuilt, and some like Te Tua, remained a
single room school right until their end. 

While the school was not opened until
1913, by 1914 the roll had grown so much
that an application was made to the Board
of Education in Southland for extensions,
to house their growing numbers. This
however took a number of years to enact. 

Right: 
1914, the
original one
room school
house at
Tūātapere. 
It had grown by
1930s (image
top of page,
right side
column.

Above: In 1910, the first day students & Hugh McFeely
outside Cymric Hall. Below: During the war, substitute
teachers were brought in.



In 1977 the school then separated, with the high school staying
in the old buildings and the primary moving to newly built
buildings nearby. In 2002, then Waiau College and Tūātapere
Primary School merged back again to create the Tūātapere
Community College. In 2012 it was renamed Waiau Area School
(WAS), and it continues as a co-educational composite school
under this name in in the current day (2026).
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FROM CHANGES IN THE WAR YEARS
TO THE NOT SO DISTANT PAST 
Due to growth in the community, as well
as changes to the rules for entry into a
secondary school, Tūātapere School
changed to Tūātapere District High in
1945, accommodating both primary and
secondary. 

It was our (now passed) first Patron,
Margaret Thomas dearest wish, that we
help work towards a 50 Year reunion for
the new school, for 2027. 

But does our local community wish to
help, or would everyone rather we just did
a large display on the school for this
occasion? 

We have all Margaret’s old school records,
photos, class lists, albums of the buildings
and classes.

Please get in touch to help either way.

It soon after changed it's name to Waiau
District High School. In 1953 a new school
was built, with amongst other things,
offices, staff toilets, new heating, and a
medical room. In 1957 a manual
department was built in the old school
rooms, with more extensions in 1959 &
1964. 

For Landscaping, 
Land Maintenance, 

Gravel Supply & Cartage

GRADES OF 
CRUSHED & SCREENED GRAVELS,

ROOTRAKING, FARM TRACKS,
DAIRYLANES

K J SUTHERLAND
GRAVELLING & 

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

2475 OHAI-CLIFDEN H/WAY
ORAWIA RD2 OTAUTAU 9682

Supplies of Gravel Ex Waiau River
River Run Screened Grades 
Concrete Gravel Pea Gravel

Rejects for soak holes Crushed - AP30 & AP65
Pebbles for Sheep and Cattle yards & calf sheds

Fines suitable for cow lane capping

ELEVATOR SCRAPER, 
BOBCAT & ATTACHMENTS,

LANDSCAPING, 
TRENCHING AUGERS

03 225 5716
Ph 0274 367 934

Phone Kevin
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A presentation by our club of a rug was given to
the Gore Nattering Knitters to include with goods
going to the Womens Refuge.18

Western Southland Wool and Craft enjoyed a very
busy day crafting with children at the Kids Craft
room at the Fibre Festival at the Gore Town and
Country Club.
Starting time of 10am and winding up at 3pm.

Over 1,000 attended the festival and around 60
children were very excitedly making projects to
take home in a specially sewn bag that was
personalized by themselves. At any time there were
about 30 children sitting at tables industriously
trying out new skills. Some had never held a needle
before.

Ann Sutherland

Projects on offer were making Mermaid necklesses,
a handsewn and embellished felt purse/fishing lure
pouch, bookmarks, needle felted apples or
pumpkins or Christmas bauble, flax flowers,
Dancing sticks, Pom-pom animals and braiding
stations.

We were overjoyed that so many boys
were keen to try out handcrafts and
we made sure that what was on offer
could be tailored to a boys preference.

Next years ideas are 
being formulated already 
and all WSW&C 
members came home 
full of joy. What a 
wonderful day starting future crafters on their
journey with handcrafts! In an age where
technology rules, it is refreshing to see children
taking a break and doing projects without a device.
We watched them gain satisfaction and promote
their imagination.

As this was our third festival offering
craft classes to children the word has 

definitely got out and we were well supported by
parents and also teachers who came along to
encourage their pupils for a show and tell on
Monday.

4 5  F I B R E  D E E P  S O U T H  
 2 MAY 2026FIBRE FESTIVAL

K.J. Sutherland
Contracting

Bobcat T190
With attachments: Landscape Rake,

Augers and Trencher
Suitable for all landscaping, shed and

yard maintenance
Muck-spreader and tip trailer available

PHONE KEVIN
0274 367 934  /  (03) 225 5716

K‌n‌i‌t‌ ‌i‌n‌ ‌P‌u‌b‌l‌i‌c‌ ‌D‌a‌y Saturday 13  Junet h

Come and join us for a cuppa
and chat

at The Den, Erskine Street 
10am - 1pm
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Kia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWANKia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWANKia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWAN

Western Wanderer ReadersWestern Wanderer ReadersWestern Wanderer Readers

It was a privilege to stand alongside our families, friends, and
community at the ANZAC Day services held at the Orawia
Cenotaph and Tuatapere RSA.  During the first week of term,
our classes explored the history and significance of the
ANZACs, developing an understanding of their service and
sacrifice. Students took part in a range of meaningful learning
experiences, including reading and discussing relevant texts,
creating commemorative artwork, and learning about the
poppy as a symbol of remembrance.  A special thank you to
Fiona for preparing two beautiful floral tributes, which were
presented at the Orawia Dawn Service.

A new initiative for us this year has been the EPRO8
Challenge. This programme brings students together in teams
of 4 to tackle a series of hands-on STEM challenges, drawing
on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. To
support this learning, we purchased a kit. This ensured every
learner had the opportunity to design and build a range of
sophisticated machines, such as carousels, windmills, and
painting rollers. The challenge places a strong emphasis on
problem-solving, collaboration, and teamwork as students
work together to complete each task.  We achieved 3  = and
6  place at the Southland Final.

rd

th

Having a weekly meeting, gathering or 
even just for a coffee call? 

Ring Coke 021 351 181
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For all your vehicle requirements

Cars, utes, 4WDs, vans

Finance available

Contact:  Murray Dowling
027 556 2655

Visit our website
www.canterburycars4x4.co.nz

Well done to our crew who traveled to the Southland
Orienteering challenge at Oreti Sands, thanks to Sally’s
leadership. It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to
challenge themselves, build teamwork skills, and enjoy the
outdoors.  This term, we have a team in Years 3–4, 5–6, and
7–8 proudly representing HVP each week in the Invercargill
Hockey competition.  These opportunities are made possible
through the ongoing support of our whānau. We are
especially grateful to the parents who generously give their
time to coach and manage teams, as well as those who assist
with transporting students. Thank you for your amazing
support of our learners and their pursuits.  

All learners have been training consistently for cross-country,
completing daily runs around the school field and back
paddock. It has been fantastic to make greater use of our
school grounds, and we are grateful to our Board and Home &
School Dads for their support in developing the back paddock
track.  We would also like to extend our thanks to Waiau Area
School for hosting this year’s interschool cross-country. The
beautiful weather, stunning location, delicious food, warm
hospitality, and impressive achievements across schools made
it a memorable day for everyone involved. Thanks for joining
us, see you again soon.



reprintedreprintedwith kind permission from
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