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Predator Control
Meeting 7pm @ the

Den

13

Content for next
months WW due

Sewing & Patchwork.
10-3pm The Den

6 7 8 9

Story Time @
Library

Bowls T&C Club
7.30pm

Bowls T&C Club
7.30pm

3 4 5

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @ WAS
Hall 6am

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Wool & Craft 
10-3pm The Den

Sewing & Patchwork.
10-3pm The Den

Story Time @
Library

Pop Up 2  Hand Shop
10-1pm @ Den

nd

Pop Up 2  Hand Shop
10-1pm @ Den

nd

Pop Up 2  Hand Shop
10-1pm @ Den

nd

Kids Craft Group 
1-4pm @ Den

21 Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Bootcamp @ WAS
Hall 6am

Bootcamp @ WAS
Hall 6am

Bootcamp @ WAS
Hall 6am

C&W Archives
Open Day, 10-4pm

Community Market
11-2pm. Last Light

School Term Starts

Wool & Craft 
10-3pm The Den

Labour Day

29 30 31

Bootcamp @ WAS
Hall 6am

Bootcamp @
Orepuki 6am & 6pm

Syd Slee Grant
Applications Close

T&C Club  Club Bing
Eyes Down 2pm

Community Theatre
Waiau Area School

Hall 7.30pm

Community Theatre
Waiau Area School

Hall 7.30pm

Tui Pest Control
AGM Monday 18

November, 7 pm, at
the Den

Meridian Drop In
Funding Session 12-

3pm WAS Library

Waiau Health Trust
& Tuatapere Medical

Centre Services
AGM 7pm. Day
activities room

Tuatapere Medical
Centre

Meridian Power Up
Fund applications close

https://drive.google.com/file/d/168osnmYiUC0woN6Fpp33dsAQzsNowbQL/view?usp=drive_link




W H I T E B A I T  S E A S O N  R E T U R N S  T O  T H E
WA I A U By Mike Goodwin/Advento Photography

September marks the start of one of Tuatapere’s most cherished traditions — whitebait
season. From 1 September to 30 October, locals and visitors alike will line the Waiau
River and surrounding streams with nets in hand, hoping to catch a feed of these tiny
but highly prized fish.
For many, whitebaiting is more than fishing. It’s a chance to reconnect with the
outdoors, enjoy the company of friends and family, and be part of a tradition that
stretches back generations.

Season Rules and Fishing Times
Fishing is only permitted between 5:00am and 8:00pm, or 6:00am to 9:00pm when
daylight saving begins. Each person is limited to one net, which must be attended at all
times, and fishing near bridges, culverts, and river junctions is not allowed. Taking
whitebait outside of permitted hours is illegal — and last year’s night stings proved that
enforcement is taken seriously.
DOC and NZ Police continue to run Operation Inaka, targeting illegal fishing and anti-
social behaviour along the Waiau. Those caught risk losing their catch, their nets, and
facing fines up to $400 or prosecution. As DOC officer Alan Christie said last season,
“We’d rather catch no one.” The message is clear: follow the rules and keep it fair for
everyone.

Whitebait Stands in Southland
Environment Southland reminds stand owners to keep their platforms safe, labelled, and
in good repair. Compliance checks will begin mid-September.
Key rules for stand holders:

Only existing consented sites are permitted.
Stands must be structurally sound and not obstruct river flow.
Owner’s name must be displayed.
All gear must be removed from the water at the end of the day.

Southland currently has around 680 stands, most on the Mataura, Titiroa, and Aparima
Rivers. New stand sites are tightly controlled to protect the environment.
Te Waewae Lagoon: A Whitebait Haven
At the mouth of the Waiau, Te Waewae Lagoon continues to play a vital role in
sustaining the fishery. Since 1998, more than 20 hectares of wetlands have been
created, providing spawning and rearing grounds not only for whitebait but also for
short and long-finned eels, wading birds, and other wildlife.
Inanga (Galaxias maculatus), the main species caught as whitebait, spawn in tidal
vegetation during February–April. Their larvae are washed out to sea, only to return
months later as the shoals of juveniles that enter our rivers in spring. Protecting
wetlands like Te Waewae is crucial to keeping this life cycle alive.
Future plans for the lagoon include improved public access, walking tracks, and ongoing
ecological monitoring. When completed, it will be both a community asset and a lasting
safeguard for the fishery.

Looking Ahead
Whitebaiting brings excitement to spring in Tuatapere. But it also comes with
responsibility. By respecting the rules, maintaining stands, and supporting habitat
protection, we can ensure that this tradition thrives for generations to come.
So grab your nets, head down to the Waiau, and enjoy the season. Whether your bucket
is full or empty, the real catch is being part of a community tradition that runs as deep
as the river itself. 3



You may have seen our posters up around town, we are having our 2nd Birthday Event
Display opening during 10-12 October, showcasing 100 Years of Tūātapere. But did you know
that before Tūātapere was a Timber Town, it was a Tourist Town?! We discovered this while
researching the last 100 years & more, of our Tūātapere Township. Now, once again, the
township relies on Tourist trade to keep it afloat, so we’ve come full-circle…
It was back in 1901 when William (Bill) Dugald Newsham West applied for a licence to build
himself an accommodation house with six rooms available to Guests, on the west or
Papatotara side of the Waiau. Known as the 'Anglers Rest Hotel', by November 1901, guests
were describing it as charming, picturesque and scrupulously clean. The meals were said to
be excellent as was the fishing, which drew many tourists. Even back then, tourism was
starting to grow and one pursuit of the 'gentlemen' of the day, was angling, especially for
trout. Yes, once upon a time the Waiau was renowned for its trout fishing.
But the timber trade was encroaching, as the bushmen crews worked up the coast from
Aparima Riverton towards what is now Tūātapere. At that time this place was literally and in
name also,
“The Hole In The Bush”. Bill West employed Bob Drummond to run the Ferry
Punt across the Waiau, so the settlement got referred to as Drummond’s Ferry. As the
railway was built, Bill West moved his hotel to the east side of the Waiau, across the road
from the Railway Station, advertising Tūātapere as the, Tourist Mecca of the West!
Looking back at our village’s beginnings, the land the town now sits on, was originally
farmed by the Stuck Bro’s (brothers) of Te Tua. In 1909, they sold off 2 acres of land for the
original Township, but this was only three, yes, 3 sections! The earlier Store of the
Templeton’s, which was purchased by Charles Sneyd in 1903, was not in the original
Township. Instead, it was on the later land purchased by Sneyd, who bought the block on the
west and northwest of Boundary Creek. It was only when the Telephone Office opened here
at his store in 1903, that the name Tūātapere was given to the town. Sneyd sold to Charlton
in 1911, their later store still stands, just back from the Ferry Rd corner.

“Tūātapere 100 Years Ago” – Our town was a Tourist Mecca once before!



For some time, there were only 3 buildings in the original township, according to early
schoolteacher Hugh McFeely, who has a street named after him. The above subdivision
made by Sneyd, who also has a street named after him, was broken up in 1918. 

It is a sad fact that the Templeton’s, who were the townships first General Store owners, have no
street named after them at all, an oversight that surely ought to be rectified by now.

We have been gifted a large collection of early Tūātapere Township photographs, by our first
Patron, the much missed and recently passed Margaret Thomas, which show many of the
early residents’ businesses and living quarters. We have another early photo, of what is now
Greenheart Reserve - filled with permanent, framed canvas tents, below:

There were no houses in town for a long time, they were not a priority. Businesses were
much fancier than their owners’ homes, many lived in simple shacks or plain cottages, their
workers often in tents, especially those who were timber workers - although the Butcher’s,
built in 1916, had their staff living in tents too. 

The best housed for many years were the Railway workers. Some people working in town, like
Hugh McFeely the Schoolteacher, lived at West’s Hotel temporarily, or later on, at the Boarding
House.

We found when researching the original township: 3 Drapers buildings, 2 Bootmakers, 5
General Stores/Grocers buildings, 2 Public Halls, 2 Billiard halls, a Barber/Hairdresser, the old
National Bank site, the old post office site, a Blacksmith, a Motor Garage, West’s Waiau
Hotel and the Boarding House, all on the Main Road. This does not even start to cover the
buildings that were also erected, along what is now Ōrawia Road. This fits in with the claim
that in 1912, there were at least a dozen stores in existence on the street.

To find out more about the earlier days, come and check out our new display, opening soon.
We are also looking for more old photos and items from different businesses that used to be
in the township, if you can help. 

We would like to have items we can borrow for display, or things we can copy to keep a record
of at the Community & Archives Hub.

From 1 Oct, we’re back to Summer Hours, which are 10-4pm Tues-Fri and first Saturday.
Come in, or Email us: CentralAndWesternArchive@gmail.com ph/txt: 027-211-4675

Tūātapere 100 Years Ago – upcoming opening, 10-12 Oct, CWA Archives
5
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SYD SLEE CHARITABLE TRUST 

 Applications are open from 1st
October - 31st October 2025. For

our Application Form and
Information Guide Sheet please

email ssctrust17@gmail.com
Nicky Baker, Secretary, Syd Slee

Charitable Trust

M R  S T E E L
P H :   0 2 7  2 7 6  6 8 1 6

T U A T A P E R E

F o r  a l l  y o u r  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
s t e e l  f a b r i c a t i o n  a n d  r e p a i r  n e e d s !

M A L C O L M

Hello from us. 
It has been a busy month.

We welcome two new members, Bruce Edlin and
Steven Gibbs, both experienced trappers. We are

pleased to have them on board.
Following successful perimeter trapping of the
cemetery block and Nicol Horrell’s lead-in pine

block on Alton Road, we have recorded more than
170 possums removed.

Next steps
We will carry out a short period of leg-hold

trapping within the cemetery block to:
a. quickly reduce numbers, and
b. identify hotspots for future placement of

automated traps.
Safety

Locations on Lillian’s Loop are marked with pink
tape; traps will be at least 10 metres off the

track.
Signage will be installed at all entrances and

exits to Lillian’s Loop.
Please supervise children at all times and keep

dogs on leads.

The Happenings
ES Awards Evening: Thursday 3 October – we

will attend with a table of ten.
AGM: Monday 18 November, 7 pm, at the Den
(by the playground). All interested groups and

members of the public are welcome. Please
mark your calendars.

The reserve is rejuvenating and flourishing; birdlife
is increasingly abundant, with definite kākā

sightings.

 We have also raised with DOC and SDC our
concerns about exotic tree and creeper invasion.
Please enjoy and respect our beautiful reserve so

close to town.
Cheers, Glenys

TUI PEST CONTROL GROUP

Live Turkeys for Sale

We have live turkeys available.
These are older birds – not ideal for meat,

but great for eggs or as farmyard
companions.

Details:
Healthy, locally raised turkeys

Price: eight dollars each
Pick-up only from [your location]

If you are interested or would like more
information, please contact

tgerzabeknz@gmail.com 

mailto:ssctrust17@gmail.com
mailto:tgerzabeknz@gmail.com
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Stalls or boot sales $5 Fresh breard, veg,

coffee, muffins, scones. Nice lunch menu.

Plants, cards, cheese rolls, woodwork,

diamond art, jewellery, cloths and more. Ph

Christine 0275255538 or just turn up

m

DR ERIC ELDER BURSARY FUND

Applications for the above Bursary open on the
1st of October 2025.

The Dr. Elder Bursary is valued at $2000.00 and
is open to all persons wishing to undertake

Tertiary
Studies for 2026.

For an application form email Dale Egerton at
dreldertrust@gmail.com

Completed application forms can either be
emailed to dreldertrust@gmail.com

or posted to
Mrs. Dale Egerton
58 Half Mile Road
Tuatapere. 9620

Applications close on the 8th of December 2025.
Any enquiries phone 027 3106 199

Friday 10th and Saturday 11th October 2025

Waiau Area School Hall 7.30pm

Join us for our celebration of 61 years!

Tickets: Adults-$30.00 and Students-$15.00

No need to bring anything! Just your ticket and

yourself (and friends)!

We will provide refreshments- wine/juice,

tea/coffee, a delicious supper…

AND A GREAT SHOW!

Bookings: Until 6th October phone Anne:

0212169808 9am-5pm

From 6th October: Waiau Area School Office 9am-

10.30am; 11.30am-1pm;

2pm-3.30pm.

Come along for some post lambing/calving fun!

Waiau Community Theatre

8



Its October and its time for a reminder about
the Christmas Parade for 2025!!

  As always it will be Dec 23rd at the
Tuatapere Domain, there will be Music,

singing, Food trucks, Coffee!

Its an AWESOME parade and of course
Santa!!!  

This year there will also be prizes for Floats
and parade entrants. 

All enquiries to John Munro 027 412 2925

9
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If you think that you would like to try this
(sometimes lifelong) commitment, then
please feel free to come and try it! 
We train on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm during
daylight saving and 7pm through the winter
months.

TUATAPERE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE BRIGADE
We're on the lookout for members to join
this rewarding organization. We are looking
for persons who are, ideally, available
throughout the day.

We look forward to 
meeting with you.

Tuatapere Lions Club Charitable Trust
Ambulance Committee

TUATAPERE AMBULANCE
Did YOU Know?
The Tuatapere Ambulance is a funded service
by the Tuatapere Lions Club, for the
residents of Tuatapere & Districts.

The Treasurer
Tuatapere Lions Club
PO Box 47
Tuatapere

Should you receive an account for this
service from St John, please forward it
immediately to:

Sometimes we experience difficulty in
receiving the invoices for YOUR trip - so
PLEASE do forward them on to us.  
Thank you!

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Spinning, Felt, Weaving, Knitting, Crochet. 

Other crafts welcome!

WESTERN SOUTHLAND WOOL AND
CRAFT GROUP

10am-3pm.  $5.  
BYO Lunch. 
Scout Den, Erskine Street.

For details please contact: 
Helen Todd 022 103 9327

1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
Service travels from Otautau, Ohai,
Nightcaps, Tuatapere, Riverton - covering all
of Western Southland. We also connect with
the Invercargill-Dunedin shuttle.

WESTERN SOUTHLAND 
HEALTH SHUTTLE

Please book as soon as you receive your
appointment.

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
operates Monday - Friday (excluding Public
Holidays).

Ph: 0800 103 046 to book.

Bookings are required by 3pm the day prior
to transport.
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TUATAPERE TOY LIBRARY

Tuatapere Toy Library has been a 
toy swap/hire service provided to 
the young families of Tuatapere and 
surrounding districts since 1989. 
The purpose is to create opportunities for the
little people of our community to have
accessibility to toys. 

A small contribution of an annual membership
allows families to join the group and have
access to the toys. 

For more information or questions please text
or ring Nathalie Pahl on 027 4759 075

You'll find us at 23B Orawia Road, Tuatapere

Tuatapere Playgroup welcomes all 
0-5 year olds & their parents or
caregivers to come join the fun!

We provide a warm, friendly atmosphere for
children to form bonds and learn alongside each
other and a place for parents to connect.

For more info message our Facebook page or
contact Brooke 0275515591.

Friday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 
Bring a packed morning tea and drink bottle.

TUATAPERE PLAYGROUP
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Hits of the 80's, 90's & Today
88.2 FM 
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Summer Hours 

Tues to Fri 10-4 & First Sat of month from 10-
4. 
Available for group bookings outside Public
Open hours/Weekends. If you and your family,
or history group or society would like to visit
over winter, just let us know in advance. 
Email: CentralAndWesternArchive@gmail.com
or Phone/Text: 027-2114675

Kia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWANKia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWAN

Western Wanderer ReadersWestern Wanderer Readers

Miharo Murihiku Polyfest
Our performance package for Miharo Murihiku Polyfest
was an achievement we are incredibly proud of. It was
the result of a true collaboration, with the teaching staff
leading the way and the involvement of the entire school.
For the very first time, we had students accompany our
waiata on guitar, a miharo/amazing milestone!
Congratulations to Jack, Fergal, Mason, and Boe for
stepping up to this new challenge.  Thank you to Devin
from KSOM for supporting us with our performance.
Leadership also shone through our student performers:
Jonty led with confidence in our school song, Jack
brought energy to our haka, Lauren and Della guided the
action waiata Te Taukaea e te Aroha, and Lola and Tori
beautifully led Purea Nei, our poi waiata. Louie was on
point as our main caller, while Boe’s contribution was
outstanding. He led several items through both singing
and playing. The pride, teamwork, and talent displayed on
stage truly reflected the spirit of Hauroko Valley Primary.

mailto:CentralAndWesternArchive@gmail.com
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Hauroko HappeningsHauroko HappeningsHauroko Happenings

For all your vehicle requirements

Cars, utes, 4WDs, vans

Finance available

Contact:  Murray Dowling
027 556 2655

Visit our website
www.canterburycars4x4.co.nz

Painting - Interior/Exterior
Waterblasting
Spider & Fly Spraying
General Repair Work 
Weed Spraying

TUATAPERE 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Barry Bennett
(03) 226 6730

Hauroko HappeningsHauroko Happenings
EIS Challenge at Waianiwa School
The EIS Challenge was hosted by Waianiwa School, with teams
of four students who are given a scenario, a set of equipment,
and a limited time to problem-solve, design, and present their
solution. Our Year 5 & 6 team of (Nelly, Jack M, Jack R) was
tasked with designing and building a shelter in the aftermath of
an earthquake—strong enough to hold both the whole team and
a weight. Meanwhile, our Year 7 & 8 team, including Alfred,
Aydee, Mac, and Jonty) faced an impressive engineering test:
constructing a life-sized robotic hand capable of picking up and
holding everyday items.  Well done to our Year 7 & 8 team, who
were placed 1 , having been the only successful collab in one of
the challenges! 

st

Term Highlights at Hauroko Valley Primary
It has been a busy and rewarding term. Our students have
continued to engage in literacy and numeracy programmes
alongside rich inquiry learning, building both knowledge
and confidence.  Classrooms have felt settled and focused,
while the warmer weather has encouraged plenty of
outdoor play and active learning in the fresh air. A highlight
for many of our younger learners has been Discovery Time
on Wednesday afternoons—a chance to explore, create,
and learn through hands-on experiences. To wrap up the
term, our learners came together for an evening disco in
the multipurpose space. It was a fantastic way to celebrate
the hard work and achievements of our students, and a
reminder of the strong sense of fun and whanaungatanga
that thrives at our school.

EISEIS
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E

C
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Senior Citizens is a group of over 50s that meet
every Friday afternoon at 1pm at the rooms

behind the RSA Hall. We are always looking for
new members so if you would like a fun

afternoon playing bowls, cards or just catching
up with friends, come and join the group.  

SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP

If you need a ride - we can pick you up! 
Please contact:   

Olive Bennett (03) 2266 477 or 
Alison Bennett  027 224 2724

The Small Job Man

Senior Rates
Phone John 022 164 8061

Butcher-Boner
Lawn Mowing
Weeding
Trimming 
Water Blasting

Tuatapere Area
Chainsaw work
Wood splitting
Small Building work
Fence Painting

WESTERN SOUTHLAND
CATHOLIC MASS

Mass is held every first Sunday of the
month at the Anglican Church at 11am.

On Fridays, Mass (or Liturgy of the Word
with Holy Communion), is held at 1pm in

the Anglican Church.
A timetable , as to what is happening each
Friday, is available at the entrance to the

Anglican Church.
We are very grateful to the Tuatapere
Anglican Community for sharing their

church facilities with us.
Fr Gerard Aynsley

Text preferred: 021580610

Need to know more?
Phone or message 

Cedric on 022 027 3834

We meet every Sunday at 10.30am

Waiau Valley 
Presbyterian Church

Tuatapere
Main Road

Please contact Loretta
027 462 9527

Available for cleaning services 
whenever needed.

Get your car washed, dried and windows cleaned. Price
arranged on request!

Contact:  Rex Hibbs  Flat 1/26 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere

COMMUNITY OUTLOOK ARTICLES
The Community Outlook articles are always available on the 

On Natures Edge website!
https://www.onnaturesedge.co.nz/

TUATAPERE HEALTH & GIFT SHOP

12:00pm - 5:30pm Mon-Fri
69a Orawia Road  Ph: (03) 226 6999

Good selection of Vitamins, Giftware & 
Over-the-counter healthcare

First prescription drop-off from 1:30pm
Second prescription drop-off 4:30pm

(part of Riverton Pharmacy - beside Medical Centre)

Loretta’s House Cleaning Services

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES, NOTICES, OR UPDATED ADVERTS FOR THE WESTERN WANDERER SENT IN BY 
20th of October  (for NOV Issue) yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

Tuatapere & DISTRICTS
LIONS CLUB PROJECT

SUPER DIRT
Bags@$8.00 ready for your garden
Super Dirt can be collected from 

Rabco's Yard, Groveburn Road 

Phone Shirley or Stephen 
(03) 226 6817

Envelopes printed with the
“Tuatapere on Natures Edge” 
Logo can be purchased at Country 
Corner Craft Shop 1A Orawia Road. 
Cost $4.00 per 10

TUATAPERE ENVELOPES
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Wednesday Nights
Orepuki Hall 5.30 pm Start

ALL WELCOME



Pond Stirrer

PHONE  ALEX 
0212775308 CELL
03 2255377 HOME

Sheep Conveyor
Drenching, Vaccination etc 3 way draft

Large Skid Steer for calf shed cleaning,
loading Muck Spreaders etc

4 Muck Spreaders 16,000 litre Slurry Tanker
Umbilical Slurry System

Dairy Lane Maintenance
Vibrating RollerTip Trailers 2 Tip Trucks

Paddock Cultivation from
Ploughing to Sowing

Dry Hire available
Aerating

Direct Drilling
Ridging

Mulching



WANTED TO BUY
Possum Fur

Hard Deer Antler
Deer Velvet

Phone Leith  
027 496 3721
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Position Vacancy

Are you our next Community Worker?

We are looking for an energetic person with excellent
communication

skills, understands social services and working with
people in need to

deliver our service.

The community worker will provide support services
for whanau in

Tuatapere and surrounding areas.

This position is a Fixed Term Contract for up to 

20 hours per week

Please email your application letter with supporting
documents ie

Resume with references.

Successful applicant will be subject to vetting.

email: tcworker@xtra.co.nz 

or phone 
Avril Johnston mob 0273266205

Applications close 3rd December 2025.

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY SUPPORT
WORKER
A free and confidential service.  
Contact Keri if you:

Want help with filling forms

Know someone that requires assistance or are
concerned about someone’s well being
Want to suggest a community related course
or activity

Need advice on who to contact
Require financial or food assistance

Cellphone:  027 757 5983
E-mail:   tcworker@xtra.co.nz
Call in to the office at the Medical Centre just
inside front door 69a Orawia Road, Tuatapere

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm

HOURS: 
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K.J. Sutherland
Contracting

Bobcat T190
With attachments: Landscape Rake,

Augers and Trencher
Suitable for all landscaping, shed and

yard maintenance
Muck-spreader and tip trailer available

PHONE KEVIN
0274 367 934  /  (03) 225 5716

Tuatapere:  Keri Potter 027526 3137

NEED A JP?
The following Justices are 
available by appointment:

Karen Hammond 0278856381

Blackmount: Nicky Baker  
0276435880

Mon- Fri by Appointment Only

Come along and find out about the Meridian
Power Up fund, available to community led
projects and initiatives across Te Anau and
Manapōuri.  The Meridian Manapōuri Community
Fund provides grants for projects in Te Anau,
Manapōuri, Clifden and Tuatapere that support
sustainable community development. 
Our Community Engagement Manager Mel
Schauer will be there to answer questions about
the fund and provide advice on how to apply. 
Pop along for a cup of tea and a chat about the
Power Up Fund. 
Contact : community@MeridianEnergy.co.nz 
For more information please visit: 
https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/community-
support/fund/manapouri  

Meridian Energy’s Power Up Fund
Community - Drop In Session 

Community Groups and Not for Profit
Organisations 

Thursday, 9th October 2025 
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Waiau Ara School Library - Tuatapere
_____________

mailto:community@MeridianEnergy.co.nz
https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/community-support/fund/manapouri
https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/community-support/fund/manapouri


For Landscaping, 
Land Maintenance, 

Gravel Supply & Cartage

GRADES OF 
CRUSHED & SCREENED GRAVELS,

ROOTRAKING, FARM TRACKS,
DAIRYLANES

K J SUTHERLAND
GRAVELLING & 

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

2475 OHAI-CLIFDEN H/WAY
ORAWIA RD2 OTAUTAU 9682

Ph 0274 367 934

Supplies of Gravel Ex Waiau River
River Run Screened Grades 
Concrete Gravel Pea Gravel

Rejects for soak holes Crushed - AP30 & AP65
Pebbles for Sheep and Cattle yards & calf sheds

Fines suitable for cow lane capping

ELEVATOR SCRAPER, 
BOBCAT & ATTACHMENTS,

LANDSCAPING, 
TRENCHING AUGERS

Library Hours: Fridays
10:00am - 11:30am
2:30pm - 4:00pm
7:00pm - 8:00pm

WAIAU MEMORIAL LIBRARY

03 225 5716

Phone Kevin

KEEN TO GIVE SQUASH A GO?

Enquires please contact: 

Rebecca Robertson 
027 424 6129
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Waiau
Memorial

Library
When:  10.00 -

10.30 am 
Mondays
Where: 

The Library
Who: Under 5's

If you’re under 5 and love stories
come long to the Library every

Monday for Storytime. Bring along a
little friend for Ratty to play with, he

loves to play Hide and Seek.

Hens for Sale $13 each

Ph Rob 03 226 6805 or 022 044 2086

18 month old Brown Shavers 

The next lot of chickens available will be available at the
beginning of June, and every two months after that.

Ex-commercial layers from Te Waewae Eggs 
True Southland Free-range

THE DEN
Erskine Street 

Tuatapere The Den is AVAILABLE for
Community Groups to

book - right next to the
playground, with plenty of

parking.

Call Helen Todd to
enquire

022 1039 327
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George has been a regular contributor to the Western Wanderer over several years. He has a long
association with the Tuatapere district and a great knowledge of our local history. The following
article is an extract from a booklet written by George’s cousin Mary Bunting (nee McKay) called
‘Dancing in the Shadows’; An ABC of Tales from Childhood. Mary was one of the children of
George (Geordie) and Amy McKay who farmed and raised their family in the Happy Valley. George
Charlton’s mother Betty was George McKay’s sister. The playing of bagpipes and Highland Dancing
has been a huge part of the McKay family. 

The beginning of Mary’s recollections starts with a song that her mother Amy and Joseph Lock
would sing to the children when they were young. Apparently Amy had a beautiful singing voice. It
is called ‘The Old House’. The song was originally recorded by Sydney Macewan in 1917.

THE OLD HOUSE

Lonely I wander through scenes of my childhood
They call back to memory the happy days of yore.
Gone are the old folk, the house stands deserted
No light in the window, no welcome at the door.
Here’s where the children played games on the hillside
Here’s where they sailed their wee boats on the morn. 
Where are they now? Some are dead, some have wandered
No more to their home shall these children return.
Lone is the house now and lonely the farmland
The children are scattered, the old folk are gone.
Whilst I stand I can hear like a ghost and a shadow
Tis time I was moving, tis time I was gone.

ARMS AKIMBO By Mary Bunting (McKay)

The darkness is pierced by the bright light of the car headlights as we crunch along the gravel road
towards the White Bridge. It is 7.30 on a Saturday morning and we are off to our Highland
Dancing lessons. The H & H bus with Mr Ritchie at the wheel pulls up beside the car. Judy,
Jacqueline and I climb into the warm bus for the hour long journey to Invercargill. We travel along
the coast road towards Auntie Jean and Uncle Sandy’s as daylight breaks in shafts of light far out
to sea in Te Waewae Bay. Then on past the knarly wind- blown old macrocarpas at Round Hill
where the Chinese miners lived in the Gold Rush days. Past the sweeping sands of Colac Bay up
the Longwoods and through the narrow bridge into Riverton. We reach the Invercargill bus depot
and walk along Esk Street to where Jennifer and Margaret McLeod, our dancing teachers, have
their lessons above the RSA workshop. We put on our dancing pumps and line up with arms
akimbo and begin our dancing practice.
Around 12 0’clock we would walk back down Esk Street to the water tower street (Leet Street) to
our Nana Linton’s for “dinner”, not called Lunch in the 50’s, where she would be waiting at the
gate. We would walk up the gate to her little house that had a front door with a window each side,
she shared with Miss? Cameron. In her bed-sit it seemed she always made Irish stew with the
potatoes in big chunks, we loved it!!!! (Give it to me today and that would be a different story).
After dinner if it was fine we would go and play in Queen’s Park, if was wet we made rats tails out
of cotton reels with tacks on them and brightly coloured wool till it was time to catch the bus
home at 4pm. Nana always walked us to the bus and Mum would meet us at the White Bridge.

Historic Notes 
Contributed by George Charlton



BOXING

Our dad was a boxer. In fact he was quite a good boxer. He even went to Wellington to the trials
for the Empire Games before we were born. Being a country boy he didn’t tell anyone he had the
flu so he lost his fight, he always said that at least he had got to go on the train and the ferry to
Wellington. Dad used to have a Boxing Gym at Tuatapere, we were all adept with boxing gloves 
and would spar with Dad and each other on the front lawn. Dad’s training schedule used to be
good at keeping us fit for highland dancing and basketball. We managed a skipping rope at a very
early age therefore we had a distinct advantage when we learnt the skipping rope dance. When on
a training diet Dad would crack open a raw duck’s egg and drink it down from the shell. We drew
the line at this. We had our very own private trainer and Gym before they became trendy like they
are today.
In our dad’s ‘Gym’ he had boxing gloves of all sizes and punch bags both big and small, the little
round tawny brown leather one was screwed to the roof with a big hook that dropped it down to
head height, the harder you hit it the faster it would whip around and hit the roof then spin back
singing its own tune towards you as quick as a flash. The big cream canvas punch bag was a
different story. It was far harder to move and required a punch of some force and then it would
swing back, if you weren’t concentrating it could knock you for the proverbial six. The smell of oil
of wintergreen liniment and sweat lingered long after Dad had returned home.
Before the days of TV Dad would listen to boxing matches on the valve radio often in the wee
small hours of the morning and we would wake to the crackle of some way off overseas station
with the announcer shouting the odds and Dad shouting even louder, his fists flying through the
air as he helped Rocky Marciano win his fight. One night Dad boxed the radio completely off the
mantelpiece. It fell onto the hearth and smashed to smithereens then he had to run down the lawn
and wake up Nana to listen to hers. Dad had lots of silver cups for his boxing. He looked so young
in the only photo we have of him with his trophies, way before his flat broken nose was splattered
across his face.

THE CREEK
Bright shiny yellow and gold stones glisten through the clear sparkling water as we rush towards
the creek.
‘Our creek’ as children was home to swimming, games, dams with Dad, eels, spiders and fresh
water crawlies. With Dad’s help when younger and then with cousins when we were older we
would spend hours digging the sides off the creek with a spade and shovel. We would then place
the sods row on row across the creek till our earth dam reached all the way to the other side
damming the water behind it to make a fantastic summer swimming hole. As we dug into the bank
the water spiders fascinated us. They lived in small round holes and would bustle out across the
top of the water then dive down underneath, popping up shiny brown with water globules
glistening in the sun across their tiny backs as they ran back into their homes.
Behind the dam in the shallow water we would then go eeling, stabbing the eels with nails on the
ends of manuka sticks and flicking them onto the bank. Mum and Nana used to like the eels to
manure their roses and would bury them in the ground around the roses. We did try to eat the eels
by boiling them and also cooking them on a stick in the embers of a fire but none of us was ever
partial to the taste. We preferred the sweet white meat of the fresh water crawlie which when
boiled in a kerosene tin and eaten beside the creek had a taste all of its own. Our earth dam could
last for days with us frantically banking up the sides before each night came. Inevitably the day
would come when we would get up in the morning and the creek would be itself again.
Bright shiny yellow and gold stones winking through the clear sparkling water of our creek.

(Mary McKay’s Memories from Childhood will be continued in the next Western Wanderer)



Western Wool and Craft members have been busy with needles and wool. Our group exists to
share skills, cheer each other on, and keep traditional handcrafts alive in Western Southland. 

On 3 September we hosted a Willow Basket Weaving class with tutor Sandra Wundsam. Over a
relaxed morning, we shaped lengths of willow into sturdy, good-looking baskets. For many, it was a
first attempt. With guidance on preparing materials, forming the base, and finishing a neat rim,
confidence grew. The best part was seeing a pile of willow rods become something you can use at
home. Photos below show a sample of the beautiful results. A big thank you to Sandra for her clear
teaching and encouragement; everyone left with new techniques and pride in their handiwork.

On 17 September tutor Kate Mahoney lead a demonstration for our “Beginners Spinners” group. If
you have ever wondered how fleece becomes yarn, this is the place to start. Kate covered the
basics of wheel set-up, drafting, adding twist, and getting a smooth, even strand, you never know,
spinning might be your next craft to learn.

Handcrafts are a great way to connect people. They slow the pace, invite conversation, and help us
make useful things from local materials. 

Western Wool and Craft meets on the first and third Wednesday of each month at the Den on
Erskine Street. Some of us knit, some stitch, and others bring small projects to mend or finish. The
rhythms of making are a good excuse to sit together, swap ideas, and learn from one another. You
will hear patterns discussed, materials compared, and the occasional tale of a project that did not
go to plan but taught a helpful lesson.

If you have been thinking about joining, here is your invitation. Bring your current work or simply
bring yourself. Stay for a full session or drop in for a quick hello. We are a welcoming group and
happy to share what we know. Thank you to our tutors and to everyone who helps set up, put the
jug on, and tidy away. Your quiet efforts make our gatherings run smoothly.

For more information, or to connect before you visit, please reach out through Western Wool and
Craft. We look forward to seeing you at the Den.

Ann Sutherland

Western Wool and Craft



31



WESTERN wanderer Issue 283OCTOBER 2025yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com


