
for their support with the printing

Special thanks to 
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END OF TERM 3

School Term
Starts 6  Octth

Clifden Rural Women
lunch 11am Otautau

Connect Cafe

Wool & Craft 
10-3pm The Den

Labour Weekend

https://drive.google.com/file/d/168osnmYiUC0woN6Fpp33dsAQzsNowbQL/view?usp=drive_link




S T E P  I N T O  S P R I N G
 R e d i s c o v e r  T u a t a p e r e ’ s  T u i  T r a i l s

By Mike Goodwin/Advento Photography

Winter has finally loosened its grip, and Tuatapere is waking up. The mornings are lighter, the days are longer,
and the air carries that unmistakable scent of new growth. For locals, it’s the perfect time to lace up the walking
shoes and remember just how lucky we are — our town is stitched together by a network of native bush tracks,
each with its own charm, history, and stories. For visitors passing through, these trails offer a glimpse into why
Tuatapere has long been called the hole in the bush — a name born from our deep green surroundings and the
way the forest wraps itself protectively around us.

The Tui Trails link together pockets of native beauty right through the heart of town, weaving past landmarks,
the Waiau River, and into quiet bush reserves where the chorus of bellbirds, tui, and fantails reminds us we’re
never far from nature. You can tackle them all in one go or take them in smaller sections — there’s no wrong way
to explore.

You might start at the Heritage Orchard Walk, tucked between the Lions Park and the old railway station. This
newer addition to our trail network offers a mix of local history and seasonal reward — the apples growing here
were grafted from pioneer orchards, and in the right season, you can pluck one straight from the branch. From
there, wander toward Greenheart Reserve, aptly named for the lush plantings and mature trees that form the
town’s leafy heart.

Follow the call of the Waiau and you’ll find yourself on the Alton Terrace Walk, tracing the river’s edge where
early settlers once relied on a ferry crossing before the bridge came in 1915. A little further on, McLeod’s Track
offers river views and a nod to a family whose roots here run deep. The tracks don’t just connect places — they
connect people, past and present.

For those who love true native bush, the Domain Bush Walk is a standout. Mature podocarps tower overhead,
ferns and fuchsia crowd the undergrowth, and the birdlife is some of the best you’ll hear anywhere. At dawn,
the chorus is worth the early rise. From here, the adventurous can take Templeton’s Track to Lillian’s Loop — the
latter a peaceful circuit through the cemetery bush named after Lillian Elder, whose name, like her husband Dr
Eric Elder’s, is etched into local memory.

Elder Drive Track and Keith Thomson’s Walk round out the network, each adding their own piece to the puzzle
— riverside tranquillity, carefully nurtured fern gardens, and those little moments where you stop, breathe, and
think, “this is home.”

Walking the Tui Trails in spring isn’t just exercise; it’s a reminder of our heritage and the beauty that surrounds
us every day. These are tracks our grandparents may have walked, where kids have climbed trees, and where
visitors still marvel at just how much bush you can find in a small rural town.

If you haven’t walked them in years — or ever — now’s the time. Dust off the cobwebs, grab the kids, invite a
mate, or head out solo for some peace and quiet. And if you’re passing through Tuatapere, don’t just drive on —
stop, stretch your legs, and see why locals are so proud of this place.

A printed Tui Trails brochure is available and well worth picking up for its detailed map and track descriptions.
(Keep an eye out at local businesses and the library — we’ll confirm exact locations soon.) Over the coming
months, we’ll be featuring each track in detail in the Western Wanderer, along with photos and maps, so you
can explore them one by one.

Spring has arrived. The trails are waiting. See you out there.
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SYD SLEE CHARITABLE TRUST 

 Applications are open from 1st
October - 31st October 2025. For

our Application Form and
Information Guide Sheet please

email ssctrust17@gmail.com
Nicky Baker, Secretary, Syd Slee

Charitable Trust
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Long ago, on the wide plains of North America, there
lived a young girl named Ahyoka. She was full of
questions—more than the adults around her could
always answer.
One day she watched her grandmother sitting in the
sun, with bundles of grasses, roots, and fibers before
her. The old woman’s hands moved slowly, but with
certainty.
“Grandmother, why do you always make these
circles?” Ahyoka asked.
Her grandmother smiled without lifting her eyes
from her work. “Because life itself is made of circles,
child. Every beginning leads back to an end, and
every end becomes a new beginning.”
She held up the basket, growing spiral by spiral, coil
by coil. “This is called coiling. We do not only weave
grasses—we weave our stories, our dreams, and our
knowledge into it.”
Ahyoka frowned. “But how can a basket hold a
story?”
The grandmother placed the bundle into her
granddaughter’s hands. “Feel it. Every movement is a
choice. Every coil is a breath. Sometimes the fiber
resists, just as life resists. But if you have patience,
if you listen to what the material tells you,
something stronger is created—something that
connects you to the earth itself.”
Ahyoka tried to make her own small circle. At first it
was crooked, the fibers slipped apart. Her
grandmother chuckled softly: “See? Even mistakes
belong in the circle. Without them, you would never
learn how to grow stronger.”
Years passed, and Ahyoka grew into a young woman.
Her baskets told of rain and sunshine, of joy and
sorrow, of meetings and farewells. Some she gave to
children, who filled them with their games. Others
she offered to travelers, who carried food within
them. And whenever someone asked what her
baskets meant, she would say:
“They mean that we are all woven together. No circle
is ever alone. Each one carries the touch of the
hands that shaped it, and the memory of the earth it
came from.”

And so, coiling became more than craft—it became a
song of grass and thread, a song that touched both
young and old. For whoever held a basket in their
hands felt, if only for a moment: Life itself is a circle,
one we are all weaving together.

The Story of the Circle of
Hands

Submitted by: 
Karina Gerzabek

mailto:ssctrust17@gmail.com


Rural Women New Zealand’s Clifden Branch will be hosting an event at Clifden Bridge, followed
by a dinner in Tuatapere, to commemorate its centennial and to recognise the 95th anniversary
of the Clifden Branch.

Established in July 1925, Rural Women NZ (RWNZ) originated when a group of farmers’ wives
accompanied their husbands to Wellington for the Farmers’ Union Conference. During this
gathering, participants discussed the challenges associated with rural isolation and limited
access to services found in urban centres. Consequently, 16 women founded the Women’s
Division of the Farmers’ Union (now RWNZ) to enhance support networks for rural women.

One hundred years later, RWNZ remains dedicated to empowering women at the centre of
rural communities. With branches and regional groups nationwide offering both connection and
support, RWNZ is regarded as a leader in the rural sector and serves as a trusted advocate on
matters impacting rural communities.

“We are eager to reconnect with former members of WDFF (Women’s Division of Federated
Farmers) from Tuatapere, Clifden, Orawia, Eastern Bush, Nightcaps, Scotts Gap, Otautau, and
Wairio Branches,” stated Lynley Whyte, Centennial Coordinator of the Clifden Branch.

“We invite all to celebrate 95 years of the Clifden Branch with an afternoon gathering at the
Clifden Bridge, followed by a Centennial Dinner at the Waiau Town & Country on the evening of
Sunday, 2nd November.”

Further information regarding registration will be published in next month’s issue of the
Wanderer.

Celebrations to mark 100 years of Rural
Women NZ in Western Southland



HANDY PHONE NUMBERS

MEDICAL CENTRE: (03) 2266 123

TUATAPERE POLICE STATION:
(03) 2269 020

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY WORKER:
027 757 5983

EMERGENCY 
POLICE /FIRE/AMBULANCE: 111

(03) 2266 475
TUATAPERE SERVICE STATION:

HAUROKO VALLEY SCHOOL OFFICE:
(03) 2266 753

WAIAU AREA SCHOOL OFFICE:
(03) 2266 285

TUATAPERE CEMETERY TRUST:
027 246 4857

TUATAPERE FOUR SQUARE:
(03) 2266 898

HUNGRY HIPPO
(03) 2266 417

SHOP & TAKEAWAYS

WAIAU TOWN & COUNTRY CLUB
(03) 2266 489

TUI BASE CAMP 
(03) 2266 250

CAFE-BAR-RESTAURANT
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We are BACK! 13  Sept -th

All Welcome



Southland Rural Support Trust Ph:
0274854395 Email:
katrina.thomas@ruralsupport.org.nz
 rural-support.org.nz 

Katrina Thomas

Take a break with Rural Support: Brunch shout for our rural communities 

The Southland Rural Support is inviting farmers, growers, and rural whānau to take a well- earned
break and join us for Brunch on Us — a series of relaxed drop-in events across Southland. 
Running from Wednesday 27 August through to Friday 12 September, these events are 
a chance for rural people to come together, enjoy some kai, and connect with others who 

understand the unique challenges of life on the land. 

“You don’t have to register, and there are no speeches or presentations – just a warm 
welcome and some delicious food,” says Simon Hopcroft from the Southland Rural 

Support Trust. 

“This is about checking in with each other, sharing updates, and reminding 
our communities that they’re not alone.” 

The Southland Rural Support will be hosting brunches at local Farm Source stores, sports 
clubs, golf clubs, PGG Wrightson stores and Community Centre’s, with support from Beef 
+ Lamb New Zealand, Fonterra, Farm Source, FMG, MPI’s On Farm Support, Westpac, 

Advance Ag, The Grocer, DairyNZ, FarmWise, Think Water, Open Country, Meridian 
Energy, ANZCO, Mataura Valley Milk, A2 Milk, Mad Cow Coffee, Nana Rails Coffee, PGG 

Wrightson and the Purple Coffee Van. 

Whether you’ve got five minutes or an hour, drop in any time between 10.30am and 1pm. 
It’s low-key, no fuss – just good people and a bit of time off the farm. 

Refer to the flyer for details. 
We are rural support, together. 

For more information, contact details below

7

https://www.rural-support.org.nz/
https://www.rural-support.org.nz/
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If you think that you would like to try this
(sometimes lifelong) commitment, then
please feel free to come and try it! 
We train on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm during
daylight saving and 7pm through the winter
months.

TUATAPERE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE BRIGADE
We're on the lookout for members to join
this rewarding organization. We are looking
for persons who are, ideally, available
throughout the day.

We look forward to 
meeting with you.

Tuatapere Lions Club Charitable Trust
Ambulance Committee

TUATAPERE AMBULANCE
Did YOU Know?
The Tuatapere Ambulance is a funded service
by the Tuatapere Lions Club, for the
residents of Tuatapere & Districts.

The Treasurer
Tuatapere Lions Club
PO Box 47
Tuatapere

Should you receive an account for this
service from St John, please forward it
immediately to:

Sometimes we experience difficulty in
receiving the invoices for YOUR trip - so
PLEASE do forward them on to us.  
Thank you!

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Spinning, Felt, Weaving, Knitting, Crochet. 

Other crafts welcome!

WESTERN SOUTHLAND WOOL AND
CRAFT GROUP

10am-3pm.  $5.  
BYO Lunch. 
Scout Den, Erskine Street.

For details please contact: 
Helen Todd 022 103 9327

1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
Service travels from Otautau, Ohai,
Nightcaps, Tuatapere, Riverton - covering all
of Western Southland. We also connect with
the Invercargill-Dunedin shuttle.

WESTERN SOUTHLAND 
HEALTH SHUTTLE

Please book as soon as you receive your
appointment.

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
operates Monday - Friday (excluding Public
Holidays).

Ph: 0800 103 046 to book.

Bookings are required by 3pm the day prior
to transport.
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TUATAPERE TOY LIBRARY

Tuatapere Toy Library has been a 
toy swap/hire service provided to 
the young families of Tuatapere and 
surrounding districts since 1989. 
The purpose is to create opportunities for the
little people of our community to have
accessibility to toys. 

A small contribution of an annual membership
allows families to join the group and have
access to the toys. 

For more information or questions please text
or ring Nathalie Pahl on 027 4759 075

You'll find us at 23B Orawia Road, Tuatapere

Tuatapere Playgroup welcomes all 
0-5 year olds & their parents or
caregivers to come join the fun!

We provide a warm, friendly atmosphere for
children to form bonds and learn alongside each
other and a place for parents to connect.

For more info message our Facebook page or
contact Brooke 0275515591.

Friday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 
Bring a packed morning tea and drink bottle.

TUATAPERE PLAYGROUP
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Hits of the 80's, 90's & Today
88.2 FM 
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Winter Hours 

Tues to Fri 1-4 & First Sat of month from 1-4. 

Available for group bookings outside Public
Open hours/Weekends. If you and your family,
or history group or society would like to visit
over winter, just let us know in advance. 
Email: CentralAndWesternArchive@gmail.com
or Phone/Text: 027-2114675

Kia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWANKia ora, KUmusta, AYUBOWAN

Western Wanderer ReadersWestern Wanderer Readers

A Season on the Field, Stage, and Snow
It’s been a busy and rewarding few weeks for the tamariki of
Hauroko Valley Primary School, with a series of exciting
events that showcase not only their talents but also their
teamwork, perseverance, and pride in representing their
school and wider community.

Rugby Representation with Mana
A massive congratulations to our Year 7 & 8 girls (Lola, Ruby,
Aydee, Ilyssa, Tori, Maddi & Cassie) who are representing
both Hauroko Valley Primary and the Waiau Star Rugby Club
with pride and determination. Again, we have collaborated
with Otautau Primary and Waiau Area School to field a team
of young wāhine toa. They bring skill and passion to the field,
showing strength in every tackle. 

Poetry Presentations – Tiny Voices, Big Ideas
Meanwhile, our youngest learners, from Years 0–3, delighted
audiences with their poetry presentations. With courage and
confidence, these budding performers took to the stage to
recite their chosen poems, bringing words to life through
expression and rhythm.  

Year 4-8 Speeches
Our Year 4–8 speechwriters also took centre stage, sharing
their carefully crafted, original speeches with clarity and
conviction. These presentations were the result of weeks of
writing, editing, and practising—an excellent example of
literacy in action. Topics ranged from thought-provoking to
humorous, and every speaker provided their audience with
something to think about.  Congratulations to Della in Year 5
& 6 and in Year 7 & 8, Angus and Tori. who move through to
the Northern Western Final at Aparima 6.30pm, 27  August.th

PoetryPoetrySPEECHESSPEECHES

mailto:CentralAndWesternArchive@gmail.com
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Hauroko HappeningsHauroko HappeningsHauroko Happenings

For all your vehicle requirements

Cars, utes, 4WDs, vans

Finance available

Contact:  Murray Dowling
027 556 2655

Visit our website
www.canterburycars4x4.co.nz

Painting - Interior/Exterior
Waterblasting
Spider & Fly Spraying
General Repair Work 
Weed Spraying

TUATAPERE 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Barry Bennett
(03) 226 6730

Hauroko HappeningsHauroko Happenings

Netball Festival in Winton
Sporting excellence continued with one Year 5 & 6 and two
Year 7 & 8 netball teams who competed in the CSNC Netty
Festival in Winton. Representing Hauroko Valley with pride,
our players showed great skill, teamwork and sportsmanship
on the court. The day was full of fast-paced action, laughter,
and determination, with students enjoying the chance to
test themselves against other schools while celebrating the
fun of the game.  Thanks to Holly, Kaylene, and Cheryl, who
coached, managed, and umpired our Year 5 & 6 team.  
Thank you to Alice, Kate P, Sienna, and Kenzie, who
coached, managed, or umpired for our Year 7&8 teams.   
Such amazing support from our families and friends.

Snow Adventures in Queenstown
To cap off this action-packed season, students from across
the school travelled to Queenstown for the highly
anticipated HVP Ski Trip to The Remarkables. For some, it
was their first time on the snow, while others raced
confidently down the slopes. On skis, our students showed
courage, resilience, and joy as they navigated a new alpine
environment. The stunning backdrop of the mountains and
the thrill of skiing made for a memorable day.

Proud of Our People and Place
At Hauroko Valley Primary School, we are continually
inspired by the way our students rise to challenges, support
one another, and represent our kura with pride. From the
rugby field to the poetry stage, from netball courts to
mountain slopes, our tamariki are growing as learners and
leaders—grounded in community and ready for the world.

NETBALLNETBALL SKIINGSKIINGTEAMTEAM



Senior Citizens is a group of over 50s that meet
every Friday afternoon at 1pm at the rooms

behind the RSA Hall. We are always looking for
new members so if you would like a fun

afternoon playing bowls, cards or just catching
up with friends, come and join the group.  

SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP

If you need a ride - we can pick you up! 
Please contact:   

Olive Bennett (03) 2266 477 or 
Alison Bennett  027 224 2724

The Small Job Man

Senior Rates
Phone John 022 164 8061

Butcher-Boner
Lawn Mowing
Weeding
Trimming 
Water Blasting

Tuatapere Area
Chainsaw work
Wood splitting
Small Building work
Fence Painting

WESTERN SOUTHLAND
CATHOLIC MASS

Mass is held every first Sunday of the
month at the Anglican Church at 11am.

On Fridays, Mass (or Liturgy of the Word
with Holy Communion), is held at 1pm in

the Anglican Church.
A timetable , as to what is happening each
Friday, is available at the entrance to the

Anglican Church.
We are very grateful to the Tuatapere
Anglican Community for sharing their

church facilities with us.
Fr Gerard Aynsley

Text preferred: 021580610

Need to know more?
Phone or message 

Cedric on 022 027 3834

We meet every Sunday at 10.30am

Waiau Valley 
Presbyterian Church

Tuatapere
Main Road

Please contact Loretta
027 462 9527

Available for cleaning services 
whenever needed.

Get your car washed, dried and windows cleaned. Price
arranged on request!

Contact:  Rex Hibbs  Flat 1/26 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere

COMMUNITY OUTLOOK ARTICLES
The Community Outlook articles are always available on the 

On Natures Edge website!
https://www.onnaturesedge.co.nz/

TUATAPERE HEALTH & GIFT SHOP

12:00pm - 5:30pm Mon-Fri
69a Orawia Road  Ph: (03) 226 6999

Good selection of Vitamins, Giftware & 
Over-the-counter healthcare

First prescription drop-off from 1:30pm
Second prescription drop-off 4:30pm

(part of Riverton Pharmacy - beside Medical Centre)

Loretta’s House Cleaning Services

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES, NOTICES, OR UPDATED ADVERTS FOR THE WESTERN WANDERER SENT IN BY 
20th of September  (for OCT Issue) yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

Tuatapere & DISTRICTS
LIONS CLUB PROJECT

SUPER DIRT
Bags@$8.00 ready for your garden
Super Dirt can be collected from 

Rabco's Yard, Groveburn Road 

Phone Shirley or Stephen 
(03) 226 6817

Envelopes printed with the
“Tuatapere on Natures Edge” 
Logo can be purchased at Country 
Corner Craft Shop 1A Orawia Road. 
Cost $4.00 per 10

TUATAPERE ENVELOPES
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Wednesday Nights
Orepuki Hall 5.30 pm Start

ALL WELCOME



 In 1925 – Womens Division or WDFU was founded by Florence Polson, the then NZFU’s President, Sir
William’s wife. WDFU’s inaugural meeting was held on 28 July 1925. The Southland Provincial WDFU started in
1930, making them now 95 years old. In 1945, two major NZ farming groups merged, creating Federated
Farmers of New Zealand. The 1999 a change in name and focus from WDFF, saw them rebrand as “Rural
Women”. 
 The Central & Western Archive – Murihiku Southland, focuses particularly on both the Western and Central
Western districts of Southland, and into Fiordland. A lot of this land consists of the prior Wallace County
District, which used to be controlled by the WCC or Wallace County Council, before the Southland Councils
merged into the SDC. 
Across this area, there were 26 Clubs in days past, now, only 2 are operational, this is Thornbury and Clifden.
Our local Clifden Rural Women Club or CRW, are celebrating their 95th Birthday on the first weekend in
November, and to support them in this and to acknowledge the huge role all the prior Womens’Division groups
played in our district rural communities, we are also celebrating the 100 year Centennial of Rural Women. 
 To honour our Rural Women and their 100 years of supporting each other and various causes affecting rural
life, we are going to be holding a series of competitions with associated displays, featuring the kinds of work
that Womens’Division and Rural Women have undertaken over their 100 Years of operation, particularly
focusing on the local chapters from our district, and mainly on Clifden WDFF now Clifden Rural Women.
  
COMPETITIONS/DISPLAYS: 

Various art and craft forms practiced by the WDFF and early Rural Women, called – 
 “100 Years Ago Art & Craft”, which is any type of art or craft that was around 100 years ago, and it must also be
created in the same way, so hand or treadle sewing only please! More details are on Competition Entry Form,
please contact us or call in to pick one up. 
 “100 Years Ago to Today Essay Competition”, to recognize and celebrate the WDFF ‘Cora Wilding’ Essay
Competition, a 1,000-2,000 word essay on something that has affected women for the last 100 Years, that you
feel is still not resolved, with ideas how to do this. NOTE: can also be in the form of a 200-500 word poem, and
if anyone would like to do a reading of their poem please feel free to arrange this for 11th or 12th of October.
Items submitted for competition will be displayed until Xmas, and these can also be for sale. 
 More photos of Women’s Division groups in our districts from days past. Can anyone please provide more
photos from earlier days of various WDFF groups in our district?? Or information about people in these and
what kind of events or help they gave locally. If you could contact us to pick up the material or drop it off to the
CWA Heritage Hub or even email copies of anything you are willing to share with us, it would be appreciated.  
 It is recorded on the Rural Women’s website, that the Women’s Division members were chiefly wanting the
WDFF to help them with remedies to their problems, which were: Improvements in living conditions and rural
services and Fostering Community Spirit  
 Ellenor Catherine Watson (née Squires) of Merrivale, WDFF ‘claim to fame’ started off with her role as Ōrawia
Branch President from 1943. She was Dominion President by 1960-63. We will have a display on Ellenor and
her WDFF roles at the Heritage Hub. 
 Both WDFF Women’s Division and the CWI or Country Women’s Institute used to work together in districts
where both groups were in existence. For this reason, we will also have local and district CWI displays on this
weekend, to show the groups collaboration. 

CELEBRATIONS & COMPETITIONS at the CWArchives Community & Heritage Hub



WDFF Float at the
Southland Centennial

Day, held in 1956

The WDFFNZ logo

 OUR WDFU/WDFF/Rural Women 100th DISPLAY, OPENS FROM Saturday 1st Nov 2025,
are also opening on Sunday 2nd November, as part of the Murihiku Arts Trail.

Names of prior WDFF groups from the Western & Central Western
Districts.  Researched and written by CWA – Community

 Clifden Rural Women, enjoying their 90th birthday  
onboard MY Faith, on Lake Te Anau.



Pond Stirrer

PHONE  ALEX 
0212775308 CELL
03 2255377 HOME

Sheep Conveyor
Drenching, Vaccination etc 3 way draft

Large Skid Steer for calf shed cleaning,
loading Muck Spreaders etc

4 Muck Spreaders 16,000 litre Slurry Tanker
Umbilical Slurry System

Dairy Lane Maintenance
Vibrating RollerTip Trailers 2 Tip Trucks

Paddock Cultivation from
Ploughing to Sowing

Dry Hire available
Aerating

Direct Drilling
Ridging

Mulching
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WANTED TO BUY
Possum Fur

Hard Deer Antler
Deer Velvet

Phone Leith  
027 496 3721
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Its September and its time for everyone to mark the
Christmas Parade on your calendar for 2025!!

  As always it will be Dec 23rd at the Tuatapere Domain,
there will be Music, singing, Food trucks, Coffee, an

AWESOME parade and of course Santa!!!  
This year there will also be prizes for Floats and parade

entrants. All enquiries to John Munro 027 412 2925

TUATAPERE AMENITIES TRUST
Annual Distributions 2025 – 2026 year

The Tuatapere Amenities Trust meets each year to
consider applications for funding submitted by

local organisations for projects they are
undertaking.

The Trust wishes to announce the successful
applicant for the year 2025-2026 year:

Tuatapere & District Promotions Inc
Towards replacing the heat pump and purchasing a

second heat pump for the CWA Heritage Hub.
$8,200



K.J. Sutherland
Contracting

Bobcat T190
With attachments: Landscape Rake,

Augers and Trencher
Suitable for all landscaping, shed and

yard maintenance
Muck-spreader and tip trailer available

PHONE KEVIN
0274 367 934  /  (03) 225 5716

Tuatapere:  Keri Potter 027526 3137

NEED A JP?
The following Justices are 
available by appointment:

Te Waewae Bay: Shirley Whyte  

Blackmount: Nicky Baker  
027 504 5220

0276435880
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Tuatapere Pest Control Group
CONTROL STATISTICS: Sept 2025
Possums 1060, Mice 1204, Rats 295, Mustelids 4.
Man-hours Volunteer =2070

We've had a busy month or two. We farewell the Edmondsons,
thanking them for their tremendous contribution to our reserve
over the year.
We welcome Clayton Roe, whose valuable trapping knowledge is
greatly appreciated.
We acknowledge the ongoing Mahi by WAS students, led by
Richard Bennett & other teachers, in undertaking weekly
checking of our automated Y line. Thank you all.
THE HAPPENINGS
~ Cemetery block 3, perimeter trapping completed.(Kollats&
Alton Road)Possums 65, 65%+Joey. Rats 5.
We thank Kollats for access permission.
~Blocks Maintaining within Reserve, lowering inward migration.
Evident undergrowth flourishing.Great Birdsong.
~We've been nominated for ES Awards in the category
'Environmental Action in Biodiversity and Biosecurity '
~We were selected as finalists & were judged, interviewed &
filmed in our reserve on 31/7.this space. We are off to the
awards night in  October!
We met with Dani from DOC and gave her an extensive tour of
our 'exotic tree invasion ' and other aspects of our reserve,
including one of our largest Totara trees. She loved our reserve
and thinks we can get permanent safety signage supplied 
~Safety signage: We note concern regarding evident traps on
connecting Block 2 between the domain & Cemetery. We have
moved many back.
Thanks to Suzi at the Central and Western Archive, we now have
interim replacement signage for all entrances.
~PLEASE CLOSELY SUPERVISE CHILDREN
~DOGS ON LEADS RECOMMENDED.
Our reserve is beginning to thrive. Please enjoy and respect it all.
Glenys



For Landscaping, 
Land Maintenance, 

Gravel Supply & Cartage

GRADES OF 
CRUSHED & SCREENED GRAVELS,

ROOTRAKING, FARM TRACKS,
DAIRYLANES

K J SUTHERLAND
GRAVELLING & 

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

2475 OHAI-CLIFDEN H/WAY
ORAWIA RD2 OTAUTAU 9682

Ph 0274 367 934

Supplies of Gravel Ex Waiau River
River Run Screened Grades 
Concrete Gravel Pea Gravel

Rejects for soak holes Crushed - AP30 & AP65
Pebbles for Sheep and Cattle yards & calf sheds

Fines suitable for cow lane capping

ELEVATOR SCRAPER, 
BOBCAT & ATTACHMENTS,

LANDSCAPING, 
TRENCHING AUGERS

Library Hours: Fridays
10:00am - 11:30am
2:30pm - 4:00pm
7:00pm - 8:00pm

WAIAU MEMORIAL LIBRARY

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY SUPPORT
WORKER
A free and confidential service.  
Contact Keri if you:

Want help with filling forms

Know someone that requires assistance or are
concerned about someone’s well being
Want to suggest a community related course
or activity

Need advice on who to contact
Require financial or food assistance

Cellphone:  027 757 5983
E-mail:   tcworker@xtra.co.nz
Call in to the office at the Medical Centre just
inside front door 69a Orawia Road, Tuatapere

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm

HOURS: 

03 225 5716

Phone Kevin

KEEN TO GIVE SQUASH A GO?

Enquires please contact: 

Rebecca Robertson 
027 424 6129
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Waiau
Memorial

Library
When:  10.00 -

10.30 am 
Mondays
Where: 

The Library
Who: Under 5's

If you’re under 5 and love stories
come long to the Library every

Monday for Storytime. Bring along a
little friend for Ratty to play with, he

loves to play Hide and Seek.

Hens for Sale $13 each

Ph Rob 03 226 6805 or 022 044 2086

18 month old Brown Shavers 

The next lot of chickens available will be available at the
beginning of June, and every two months after that.

Ex-commercial layers from Te Waewae Eggs 
True Southland Free-range

THE DEN
Erskine Street 

Tuatapere The Den is AVAILABLE for
Community Groups to

book - right next to the
playground, with plenty of

parking.

Call Helen Todd to
enquire

022 1039 327
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The Committee of the Waiau Squash
 Racquets Club

 would like to sincerely "Thank"
Tuatapere Amenities Trust 

Community Trust of Southland 
Meridian 

For their generous grants towards our recent
replacement of our clubs roof and exterior

wall, we as a club are beyond grateful  

Also a big thanks to our members who have
grazed stock, donated to fundraisers we thank

you too, couldn't do it without you.

Thanks - Waiau Squash Club Committee 
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Editor’s Note:
The Western Wanderer has always aimed to celebrate the stories, people, and community groups that
make Tuatapere special. The following piece, submitted by a long-time resident, offers a reflective look
at how our town has changed over the years, both the losses we’ve felt and the resilience we continue
to show. 
While some views expressed here may not reflect everyone’s experiences, we hope it prompts
appreciation for those who contribute to Tuatapere's future in farming, tourism, volunteering, and
community leadership. As always, we’re proud to showcase the good things happening in our backyard. 

Hi to all, 
Well, it’s nigh on three years since you have heard from ex councillor George, so I thought a little
catch up and a view of today’s scenario as I see it would be in order.
As a follow up to the comments from JOB last edition (of which I do not totally agree with all of
his comments) but in general he is on the right track.

During my time in business in Tuatapere it was not uncommon for meetings to be held at the
local hotel where many a difference was negated and almost all of the export product was
transported by local operators, I find it not to be that way currently. I pray it is not too late for
some proactive dialogue to benefit the future security of our town and district.

Unfortunately, the wheels of progress are still stuck in deep reduction with the proactive elected
sector of our public still competing with the negativity of much of the management sector of our
council and other various committees. As I see it if a committee of people passes a motion in
favour of a project it should become mandatory for all to get behind the job and progress it
forthwith. My past dealings tell me that a project done now costs a lot less and appeals to the
public, particularly if they have had buy in. Working together for a better Southland finished with
the first capital in the eyes of the majority of the ratepayers.

Great to see one of my old pet projects taking shape in the way of the Railway Station. With the
voice of many of our ratepayers this edifice was saved from a match some years ago and is now
rising from the dust thanks to the determination and labour of many dedicated locals. And
funding sorted by your local Community Board.

Due to be completed within a month or two this will indeed be a place to visit by many a tourist
in the days to come. Along with the museum next door. History to browse with a hot coffee and
cakes, definitely an area to stop. Well done to all.
With the Hump Ridge Track patronage becoming increasingly popular we really have opportunity
to put our town on the map as a Destination on the Southern Scenic Route.
With our tri-annual local body election coming up in October there maybe opportunities for you
to test your skills at community board or councillor level, you could learn how to run meetings,
meet new out of town people, get horribly frustrated and why it takes a long time to get little
done. After serving the community for some six terms age won. Remember our future is in our
hands so do not be afraid to stand up and be counted as a nil reply is deemed as a positive vote.

Cheers and take care all.



OTAUTAU MUSEUM AND
HERITAGE TRUST

ANNUAL
BOOKSALE 2025

21 September - 3 October
10am  - 4pm daily

EFTPOST available
 OTAUTAU PRIMARY SCHOOL

With the cost of living rising steadily, the South Coast
Environment Society is determined to help people thrive

by supporting them to grow more of their own food. 

Whether you are renting a small flat or living on a
lifestyle block, we are here to help build success and

resilience with food production and nature-friendly land
use.

 
Our spring workshop weekend, Bountiful Backyards, is
back on 4th and 5th October with a range of learning
opportunities for both absolute beginners and those

seeking to extend their skills and knowledge. 

From sowing seeds to managing long-term soil fertility,
small-scale poultry and organic food production to

extending your growing season using cheap and easy
methods - plus a whole day of kids workshops - there’s

something for everyone.
 

Our commitment is to make this knowledge available as
widely as possible, but particularly to those who need it
the most; thanks to Southland District Council’s District
Initiatives Fund and The Jenkins Foundation, we are able

to subsidise the cost of workshops and also - in a big
first for us - offer super cheap transport to the event. 

Two minivans will drive around the Longwood Loop,
from Ohai to Riverton via Tuatapere and Orepuki and

from Nightcaps to Riverton via Otautau. 

They will bring folks to the venue in the morning and
drop them home in the afternoon.

 
For more information, check our website:

 www.sces.org.nz or email education@sces.org.nz

LITTLE EYES UPON YOU - A Poem
There are little eyes upon you and they're

watching night and day.
There are little ears that quickly take in every

word you say.
There are little hands all eager to do everything
you do, And a little boy who's dreaming of the
day he'll be like you. You're the little fellow's
idol, you're the wisest of the wise, In his little
mind about you no suspicions ever rise. He

believes in you devoutly, holds true all you say
and do, He will say and do in your way when

he's grown up just like you. 
There's a wide eyed little fellow who believes

you're always right, 
And his ears are always opened and he

watches day and night.
You are setting an example every day in all you
do, for the little boy who's waiting to grow up

just like you. 

Submitted by Helen30

http://www.sces.org.nz/
mailto:education@sces.org.nz


A FITNESS CLASS FOR 
BODYEvery

The Orepuki Fitness Class is going from strength to strength, and now offers more sessions each
week to suit busy lifestyles.
Held at the Orepuki Hall every Monday at 6am and 6pm, the class is a great way to start or finish the
day. On Wednesdays, you can join in bright and early at 6am at Waiau Area School. Fridays bring
even more choice, with both a 6am and 6pm class back at Orepuki Hall.
Whether you are just starting your fitness journey or already active, the sessions are designed to be
modifiable for every body. That means you can take part at your own pace, knowing you are
supported in a positive and encouraging environment.
The classes are lots of fun providing, connection, motivation, and having a laugh while working hard
together. Group training can make fitness feel less like a chore and more like a shared challenge,
which is why the numbers are steadily growing!
So, set your alarm, bring along a friend, and see why Orepuki Fitness is fast becoming a highlight of
the week.  Its time look forward to warmer weather, come get fit with us!

Mon/Fri - 6am & 6pm Orepuki Hall
Wed - 6am Waiau Area School Hall
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