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Xmas-inspired Mini
Photo Sessions

WTCC 3pm-5pm

Second Hand PopUp
Shop TPC Main Rd

10-2pm

Christmas Day

Tuatapere New
Years Sports Day

WS Gun Club
New Years Day Shoot

10am

January 29th
The Orepuki K

11am start
Monkey Island

Boxing Day

Second Hand PopUp
Shop TPC Main Rd

10-2pm

Second Hand PopUp
Shop TPC Main Rd

10-2pm
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Tuatapere & Districts
Promotions Inc

Committee Meeting
7:30pm  WTCC

Tuatapere
Community 

Food Drive 2021
6:30pm

New Years Eve

Last day of school

Western Southland
Gun Club 10am

Xmas Hamper Shoot
 Pukemaori Grounds

Clifden Community
Christmas Party

Suspension Bridge 4:30pm

Christmas Carol
Service 7pm
Waiau Valley

Presbyterian Church

Christmas Church
Service 9:30am

Waiau Valley
Presbyterian Church
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HANDY PHONE NUMBERS

TUATAPERE OUTDOORS & HARDWARE:
(03) 2266 363

MEDICAL CENTRE:

TUATAPERE POLICE STATION:

(03) 2266 123

(03) 2269 020

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY WORKER:
027 757 5983

EMERGENCY 
POLICE /FIRE/AMBULANCE: 111

(03) 2266 475
TUATAPERE SERVICE STATION:

CHAMBERS SERVICE STATION:
(03) 2266 654

HAUROKO VALLEY SCHOOL OFFICE:
(03) 2266 753

WAIAU AREA SCHOOL OFFICE:
(03) 2266 285

TUATAPERE CEMETERY TRUST:
(03) 2266 065

TUATAPERE FOUR SQUARE:
(03) 2266 898
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Your Western Wanderer Committee
wishes all our readers and 
advertisers a warm and
relaxing summer break. 
We're taking a break too! 
See you in February 2022!

The Tuatapere Community Christmas Lunch 
will be held on Christmas Day 25th December 2021
from 12:30pm to 3pm at Tui Base Camp.

Tuatapere Community Christmas
Lunch on Christmas Day
Keri Potter, Tuatapere Community Worker

COMMUNITY NOTICES & EVENTS Tuatapere Christmas Parade 2021
John Munro, Organiser

Gore, Riverton and Invercargill 
have already cancelled their 
Christmas parades this season 
and it is with much regret that 
we here in Tuatapere have had to err 
on the side of caution and follow suit with cancelling
the Tuatapere Christmas Parade for 2021.

I am really sorry everyone. I was very much looking
forward to another awesome parade and gathering
this Christmas. However,  next year our parade will be
bigger and better than ever!

I have applied for funding to cover the cost of a two-
course meal at no cost to you. This will not however
include drinks - you will purchase these yourself.

You need to register your name with me by the 
1st December 2021 for a place at the table.

Come on Tuatapere ... Let's do this. 
Contact Keri Potter on 027 757 5983

The first 50 names to register for this event will be
confirmed. If I do not have these names and
confirmations for this event it will not go ahead.Western Southland Gun Club

Upcoming shoots

Xmas Hamper 12th December 
10am start 

at the Pukemaori Grounds
75 sporting Targets $50. 

Eye & Ear protection compulsory &
available for purchase at the club.

Ammo available with Firearms license.
Food available

New Years Day Shoot Jan 1st 2022
10am start 

at the Pukemaori Gounds.
 80 Targets $50. 

Eye & Ear protection compulsory &
available for purchase at the club.

Ammo available with Firearms license.
Food available

Everyone is welcome!

The Clifden Community Christmas Party
12 December 2021 from 4.30pm 
at the suspension bridge (if it is wet will be in the
Clifden Hall).

Bring along your own BBQ food and refreshments
and enjoy catching up with your community.

The big man in red is going to make an appearance,
so bring along a named wee gift for the young ones
if you like.



TUATAPERE COMMUNITY
FOOD DRIVE 2021  

1 7  Decembe r  a t  6 : 30pm

We will be traveling around the Tuatapere township
collecting non-perishable food items for our Community

Worker to distribute to families over the Christmas period. 

If you could please have these items clearly visible by your
letter box or bring them out when you hear the bells of

our local Emergency Services for us to collect.

We will have a space at our local Tuatapere Four Square
Supermarket to place items in if you’re not going to be

home at this time. There is also a drop off point at Hauroko
Valley Primary School (before the 15th December please). 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU ALL &  

Merry Christmas!



Christmas
Carol Service

W H E R E : W a i a u  V a l l e y
P r e s b y t e r i a n
C h u r c h ,  T u a t a p e r e

D A T E : F r i d a y  2 4  D e c e m b e r

T I M E : 7 p m  t i l  a b o u t  9 p m

S u p p e r  p r o v i d e d .  
C o m e  a l o n g  a n d  h e a r
t h e  l o v e l i e s t  s t o r y  i n

h i s t o r y  A N D  . . .

O n  S a t u r d a y  2 5 t h  c o m e
a n d  c e l e b r a t e  a t

9 : 3 0 a m ,  f o r  h a l f  a n  h o u r ,
t h e  b i r t h  o f  J e s u s .

COMMUNITY NOTICES & EVENTS



SALVATION ARMY FAMILY
STORE TRUCK
The Salvation Army Family Store Truck
will come out and collect large amounts
of your pre-loved furniture & other
household items. This service is free.
Please call the store to organise your visit
on 03 214 5380

TUATAPERE HEALTH & GIFT SHOP

CHANGE TO SHOP HOURS
As of Wednesday 29 September opening
time will be 12.00pm.
1st prescription drop from 12.30pm daily.
If we can help in any other way, please
contact Riverton Pharmacy (03) 234 8515

- Riverton Pharmacy

Louise Greber (03) 668 6001 or
Lyla Sherriff (03) 226 6187

Come in and browse and see what we have
to offer. Hats, scarves, children's knitwear,
cards, jewellery, woodware, sewing, jams,
pickles, sauces, etc. 
Tuatapere souvenirs "On Natures Edge"
logo are always available. 
Is anyone interested in joining to sell their
crafts? You are more than welcome to
contact us.
Want to volunteer your time & work in the
Craft Centre - let us know! It's a great way
to meet people! If you wish to view the
shop and it is closed, please ring the ladies
below to open it for you.

COUNTRY CORNER CRAFTS

Hits of the 80's & 90's and 
today's current music!

Tune into Tuatapere's very own Radio Station

88.2 FM - Tui FM!

Farmquip 3way sheep weigh crate with load bars

and indicator $3000 + gst

One petrol tank 1000l $300

One diesel tank on wheels 400l has filter $300

Phone Rohan 021 332 153

FOR SALE

2 Wooden single beds with mattress & bedding.

Phone Isobel (03) 226 6065

Also, Needle Work Lamp in excellent order - $50

If they can be any use to you, please make an
offer - just need them gone. 

FOR SALE
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Waiau Star Rugby Club Senior Team are looking

for expressions of interest from Coaches and/or

Managers for the 2022 season.

We have a young, enthusiastic team, showing good

signs with both development and dedication. 

COACHES + MANAGERS NEEDED!

If you are interested, please contact: 
    Blayne   027 631 7273 or 
    Pete        027 520 2753

 Are there any like-minded people interested in

belonging to a genealogy group here in Tuatapere,

so we can learn and share ideas about starting

family trees, researching, DNA etc. I thinking a

meeting once a month perhaps, starting in the new

year. Ancestory and MyHeritage have DNA kits on

sale at the moment. Contact Karen Barry

alsobarky@gmail.com or on FB Messenger 

INTERESTED IN GENEALOGY?

The first 8-week term of 1-hour classes will run

from mid-Jan to March, on Wednesday evenings

(5:30-6:30, and 6:45-7:45), for $120 (ie 8 classes

at $15 each). I teach vinyasa flow yoga and I can

adapt classes to suit beginners and those who

want a gentler practice. If you’re interested, please

get in touch at inigunnyoga@gmail.com

YOGA CLASSES IN OREPUKI STARTING
JANUARY 2022! 



TUATAPERE & DISTRICTS
LIONS CLUB PROJECT

SUPER DIRT
Super dirt bags are now 
weighed so more in each bag!
$8 per bag - ready for your garden!

Delivery by arrangement - (but not
guaranteed)

Phone Trevor   (03) 225 5864  or 
           Stephen (03) 226 6817

Super dirt can be collected from:
Cracks Yard, Grove Burn Road,
in the mornings Monday to Friday.
Weekends by arrangement.

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY
WORKER
Room 5 Medical Centre
69A Orawia Road 
Monday - Thursday 10am to 3pm
Keri Potter 027 757 5983
Email: tcworker@xtra.co.nz

Tuatapere
Keri Potter         027 526 3137
Donald Egerton  027 432 5407

NEED A JP?
The following Justices 
are available 
by appointment:

Te Waewae Bay          
Shirley Whyte    027 504 5220

Blackmount
Nicky Baker        0276435880

Spinning, Felt, Weaving, Knitting,
Crochet. Other crafts welcome!
1st Wednesday of the month. 
10am - 3pm. BYO Lunch.
For details please contact: 
Helen Todd 022 378 9743

WESTERN SOUTHLAND
WOOLCRAFT GROUP
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Get your car washed, dried and windows cleaned 
Price arranged on request!

Contact:  Rex Hibbs  Flat 1/26 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere

Address number plaques can now be 

ordered  through the Tuatapere Community Worker

Support Trust. 

These can be clearly seen anywhere day or night.

The number plaques are for properties. Each number

must be specific and correct for this purpose.

To order please call Keri Potter 027 757 5983 

ADDRESS NUMBER PLAQUES

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD



TUATAPERE BUSHMAN'S
MUSEUM
Orawia Road. If the Bushman's
Museum is not open when you
have visitors who wish to view,
you can contact:
Linsday Faulkner (03) 226 6650 to
arrange a suitable time.

A pre-school music and movement-
based playgroup.
Mondays during the school term 
at the Tuatapere Presbyterian
Church Hall.
Music session starts at 10am
followed by a time of morning tea
and play. $2 per family.
Morning tea is provided for all.
New families welcome!
Find us on Facebook:
"Tuatapere Mainly Music"

For more information contact
Heidi 022 315 3326

TUATAPERE MAINLY MUSIC
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Free legal information and advice for the 

community of Southland.

2nd Floor, Cue Building, 33 Don Street, Invercargill.  

Phone (03) 214 3180  

Freephone: 0800 550 800 (outside Invercargill city only)

SOUTHLAND COMMUNITY LAW CENTRE

TUATAPERE VALLEY SCOUTS

Unfortunately due to lack a of leaders and 

children willing to take up the challenge of scouts, 

along with the ongoing Covid uncertainty, at this stage

Scouts, Cubs and Keas will no longer be held in Tuatapere.

We will reevaluate the situation at the end of Term 2 next

year. Any inquires, please contact:

Quinton (group Leader) (03) 226 6969

45 Otahu Eastern Bush Road.

Every Wednesday (during School Term) 9:30am - 12:30pm.

All mothers and children welcome.

Bring packed lunchbox for your child's morning tea. 

Any queries to:  Sarah 027 699 5234

CLIFDEN PLAYGROUP

The Wi-Fi is available free to all library
members. Just ask one of our friendly 
volunteers to help you set up your device.

The Library will re-open 
7th January, 2022

Christmas Eve 24th December
Morning Session 

10.00am-11.30am OPEN
Afternoon Session 

2.30pm-4.00pm OPEN
Evening Session 

7.00pm-8.00pm CLOSED

New Year’s Eve 31st December
All library sessions CLOSED

WAIAU MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CHRISTMAS HOURS

23B Orawia Road. Friday Playgroup 9am - 12pm 

All parents and children welcome!

Children’s morning tea is a packed lunchbox from home at

Playgroup (as opposed to a shared morning tea).

Any queries please contact: 

Gemma Bennett 022 040 3368  Alice Harris 027 270 0363

TUATAPERE PLAYGROUP

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

WAIAU VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Services for all ages! Every Sunday at 10.30am. 

Tuatapere Presbyterian Church, Main Street, Tuatapere.

All welcome to join us.  

TUATAPERE ENVELOPES
Envelopes printed with the “Tuatapere on Natures Edge”

Logo can be purchased at Country Corner Craft Shop 

1A Orawia Road, Tuatapere.  Cost $3.00 per 10 



If you think that you would like to try this
(sometimes lifelong) commitment, then
please feel free to come and try it! 
We train on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm
during daylight saving and 7pm through
the winter months.

TUATAPERE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE BRIGADE
We're on the lookout for members to join
this rewarding organization. We are
looking for persons who are, ideally,
available throughout the day.

We look forward to meeting 
with you.

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
Service travels from Otautau, Ohai,
Nightcaps, Tuatapere, Riverton - covering
all of Western Southland. We also connect
with the Invercargill-Dunedin shuttle.

WESTERN SOUTHLAND 
HEALTH SHUTTLE

Please book as soon as you receive your appointment.

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
operates Monday - Friday (excluding
Public Holidays).

Ph: 0800 103 046 to book.

Bookings are required by 3pm the day
prior to transport.

Tuatapere Lions Club Charitable Trust
Ambulance Committee

TUATAPERE AMBULANCE
Did YOU Know?
The Tuatapere Ambulance is a funded
service by the Tuatapere Lions Club, for
the residents of Tuatapere & Districts.

The Treasurer
Tuatapere Lions Club
PO Box 47
Tuatapere

Should you receive an account for this
service from St John, please forward it
immediately to:

Sometimes we experience difficulty in
receiving the invoices for YOUR trip - so
PLEASE do forward them on to us.  
Thank you!

TUATAPERE TOY LIBRARY

Tuatapere Toy Library has been a toy 

swap/hire service provided to the 

young families of Tuatapere and 

surrounding since 1989. The purpose is to create

opportunities for the little people of our

community to have accessibility to toys. 

A small contribution of an annual membership

allows families to join the group and have access

to the toys.

For more information or questions please text or

ring Nathalie Pahl on 027 4759 075
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Senior Citizens is a group of over 60s that meet

every Friday afternoon at 1pm at the rooms

behind the RSA Hall.

We are always looking for new members so if

you would like a fun afternoon playing bowls,

cards or just catching up with friends, come and

join the group.

Contact: Olive Bennett  Ph (03) 2266 477

SENIOR CITIZENS

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Can you please search your homes for 

Waiau Area School hoodies & track suits.

We have been trying to kit out our students for

various events but we are missing so many that

we can't! We really need them back as soon as

possible. Thanks!

PLEASE HELP!

Tuatapere & Districts Promotions Inc is looking

for a keen volunteer to put up and/or change

the flags on our community Flagtrax. 

It takes approximately 2 minutes per flag and

we'll give you some awesome training plus a

handy hook pole to help do the job! 

If you're interested, please message/call 

Paula McKenzie on 027 434 6777

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPARE TIME?
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Tuatapere 
Freight

Phone Brandon

RUNS MONDAY TO FRIDAY
WEEKENDS BY ARRANGEMENT

LOCALLY OWNED  & OPERATED

027 436 4360

TUATAPERE
FREIGHT

SUPPORT LOCAL

Our contractors will soon begin replacing the water main
that runs along Elder Drive, Tuatapere, from the water
treatment plant in the Tuatapere Scenic Reserve to State
Highway 99.

The water main runs down the centre of Elder Drive, which
is very narrow, and as a result the road will need to be
closed from 30 November 2021 until 26 January 2022. This
means the Tuatapere Scenic Reserve and boat ramp will be
inaccessible to vehicles while this work is being done.

However, we will reopen Elder Drive over the Christmas-
New Year period, from 23 December until 9 January 2022.
Full access to the reserve and boat ramp will be reinstated
at this busy time, but users are asked to be mindful that
parts of the road will be gravel and some will be sealed.

The Tuatapere domain walking track will remain open
throughout the entire project.

We appreciate your co-operation while this important
work is being done.

This work is part of the government-funded three waters
stimulus programme and involves replacing the old
asbestos cement pipe with polyethylene pipe. The pipe is
critical for Tuatapere’s drinking water supply and for
firefighting purposes and we need to ensure the line is fit
for purpose for the next 100 years.

Raewyn Minty, Secretary

Southland District Council

DR ERIC ELDER BURSARY FUNDDR ERIC ELDER BURSARY FUND

ELDER DRIVE CLOSURE

Applications for the above Bursary opened on the 
1st November 2021.

Completed application forms to be posted to:
Mrs. Raewyn Minty
88 Wairio-Wreys Bush Rd
RD 1 Otautau 9689

Applications close: January 10th 2022.

Any enquiries  please phone (03) 225 8628
Thank you.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

The Dr. Elder Bursary is valued at $2000.00 and is
open to all persons wishing to undertake Tertiary
Studies for 2022.

Application forms are available from:
The Southland District Council Office, Otautau
Phone 0800 732 732



NO JOB TOO SMALL.
COMPETITIVE RATES. 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE!

thetakis@outlook.com
Mobile: 027 890 3602

PAUL  ANDERSON  
BUILDER

AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR
BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Want to know more about the 
Hump Ridge Great Walk Project?

Project Webpage: Get all the facts and
stay informed via
www.doc.govt.nz/hump-ridge-great-
walk-project

Media Enquires: please direct to
media@doc.govt.nz

Project Email: Contact the project team
at any time to ask questions or to be
added to the distribution list to receive
these newsletters:
HumpRidgeGWP@doc.govt.nz

Department of
Conservation
Te Papa Atawhai
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The power point presentation and the newsletter can be
seen on our project webpage: www.doc.govt.nz/our-
work/hump-ridge-great-walk-project.  We will keep this
webpage updated as the project progresses.

As the team shared, the main objective of this project is to
deliver a new Great Walk by upgrading the track surface,
infrastructure, carpark, interpretation, and storytelling
package.

The project team are keen to hear from any Tuatapere area
locals with civil works skills and experience that might be
interested in undertaking subcontracted works for this
project. People who operate cartage and/or small
machinery companies and owner operators should register
their interest by sending us an email with your name,
contact details and a bit about yourself. Contact the
project team via HumpRidgeGWP@doc.govt.nz 

You can also email us anytime with questions, concerns or
to ask to be added to the project newsletter distribution
list.

Want your local
photograph to be

featured on a postcard?

 Send your photographs to
yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

We're looking for images that
showcase our magnificent
district to feature on our

Tuatapere Postcards

IN & AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Hump Ridge Great Walk Project
December News
Kia ora Western Wanderer readers
Thank you to everyone that joined the project team in
Tuatapere on Monday 18 October to discuss the exciting
project of transforming the Tuatapere Hump Ridge Track
into NZ’s next Great Walk. 
It was fabulous to meet with the community, invited
guests, and Southland District Mayor Tong to share our
plans and progress as well as answer your questions and
hear your feedback. 
It was fabulous to meet with the community, invited
guests, and Southland District Mayor Tong to share our
plans and progress as well as answer your questions and
hear your feedback. 
This project is a collaboration between quite a few
different entities and groups. We had representatives
from the project governance group, Oraka-Aparima
Rūnaka, Hump Ridge Track Charitable Trust, Rowallan
Alton Inc., Southland District Council, Waitutu Trust,
among others. It was neat having you all there. Our 
thanks to the Waiau Town & Country Club for hosting us.
It’s a great venue.

The core benefit for your community will be the economic
gain that this project will bring to the region - through
additional employment, business opportunities and the
increased tourism/visitor spend as people want to walk a
Great Walk.

In closing, thank you to everyone who has been part of the
project in 2021. We look forward to working with you all in
2022 as we plan on getting shovels and feet on the ground,
doing the project mahi. We wish you a festive and happy
holiday season. Ngā mihi nui.

http://www.doc.govt.nz/hump-ridge-great-walk-project
http://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/hump-ridge-great-walk-project
mailto:HumpRidgeGWP@doc.govt.nz


Available for all new and existing clients
FORDE SHEARING LIMITED

Please phone Darin or Julie Forde

For all your shearing and 
crutching requirements

(03) 235 8853
027 229 7760

C: 0274 247 102
T: 03 225 8652
E: admin@drakeplumbing.co.nz

MR  S T E E L

PH :   02 7  2 7 6  68 1 6

TUA TAP ER E

F o r  a l l  y o u r  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  

s t e e l  f a b r i c a t i o n  a n d  r e p a i r  n e e d s !

MA L C O LM
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Waiau Health Trust

As we are getting closer to the end of the year, we just
want to take a moment to remind you of your strength
and resilience. As if 2020 wasn’t challenging enough,
along came 2021 to test us even further. Sometimes
simply getting through is not easy, so take a moment
to give yourself some credit for that.

Sometimes the best thing we can do for each other is
simply check in and be there to listen. It is so easy to
jump into ‘solution mode’ when most of the time
people just want to be heard.

Depression and 
anxiety are so 
common that it’s 
highly likely that 
at some point you’ll 
know someone who 
might be 
experiencing it. 
It might be someone
in your whānau, a 
team-mate or 
someone from your
community.  

People with depression and anxiety are more likely to
get through with help and support (tautoko) than on
their own.

Being depressed and anxious can be a really lonely
experience. Sometimes the most important thing is
having supportive people around or checking in.
Having a coffee, watching television, phoning or
texting to say ’Hi’ can help a lot. When you’re feeling
down, knowing that people are thinking of you can
really lift your spirits.

Often when people are feeling bad they don’t want to
go out and do anything. Everything feels just too hard.
So encouraging them to do something with you is a
great support. It could be something small like
watching funny video clips, listening to music, going
for a walk or window-shopping. Think about
something you both like to do.

We encourage you to reach out and ask for help if you
need it, if you would like an appointment please phone
03 226 6123 to book with one of our staff today.

Need to talk? Free call or text 1737 any time



Club Opening Hours: 
Mon - Thurs 4pm till close. 

Fri        3pm – close.
 Sat      Noon – close.
Sun      3pm – close.

Meals (homemade goodness) 
available Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun

from 4pm to 9pm.
Family Friendly | Happy to cater for dietary requirements.

Please pre-book for groups of 8 or more.

Annual membership/subs were due 1st July 
PLEASE PAY NOW!

Annual membership is $50 or $30 for pensioners.
Pay & collect at the club or pay online 

and we’ll post your card out.
Everyone welcome to become a member, just pop in 

or call the club.

Phone: 03 22 66 489 | Address: 41 King St Tuatapere 
Email: waiautcc@gmail.com | Facebook: facebook.com/waiautcc

| Courtesy Van Available |

Book now for functions/birthdays etc
We can cater! Call to discuss options.

03 22 66 489 

Keep an eye on our Facebook Page for
more details on upcoming events

Waiau Town &
Country Club

* MEMBERS DRAW & RAFFLES 
drawn every Friday night! Approx. 7.30-8.30pm. 
Come in for a bite to eat and a drink, who knows

you might be the lucky one to win $$!

*STEAK NIGHT – every Thursday night
only $25 for a delicious steak meal.

*CLUB  BOWLS – 5th December - 10am

*COME & MEET OUR NEW MANAGER DHRUV!
Pop in and say hello, stay for a drink and/or a

meal too if you want!

Book your Xmas Function NOW!
Places are filling up FAST!

What's on at the Club:

We look forward to seeing you!

Wild Wellington Adventures!
What started off as a simple discussion soon
turned into a reality! 

Early in 2021 the Senior
Head Students and
Prefects were chatting
about how it would be
good to finish their
academic secondary
schooling with some
type of excursion. Many
places were mentioned
(including overseas) but
realising the current
circumstances and 

restrictions of travel Wellington came to the
top of the list. Now came the tricky part, 
how ... 

Sitting with Mr Bennett and Miss Quinn the
students found out the process of organising a
school trip. Tekoa took a lead role in the
organising this trip by completing the research
on activities and experiences, developing a
draft itinerary and a financial breakdown.
Once all information was collated it was given
to Mr Bennett and Miss Quinn to read over,
with their approval Holly and Sam presented
to proposal to the Waiau Area School Board of
Trustees. Thankfully the BoT approved the
event and even more spectacularly approved
to funding a large portion of the event in
recognition of the student’s commitment to
learning/ education. 

A meeting was held with the Yr 12 and 13
students and a priority list was established.
Every student got to research and recommend
something they would like to do while in
Wellington and the reigns were handed over
to Miss Quinn and Mr Bennett to organise. 



Pond Stirrer

Paddock Cultivation from
Ploughing to Sowing

Dry Hire available
Aerating

Direct Drilling
Ridging

Mulching

PHONE  ALEX 
0212775308 CELL
03 2255377 HOME

Sheep Conveyor
Drenching, Vaccination etc 3 way draft

Large Skid Steer for calf shed cleaning,
loading Muck Spreaders etc

4 Muck Spreaders 16,000 litre Slurry Tanker
Umbilical Slurry System

Dairy Lane Maintenance
Vibrating RollerTip Trailers 2 Tip Trucks
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We spent the first day exploring our inner-city
area as well as going to Te Papa. We were all
eager to see the Gallipoli: The Scale of our
War exhibition in Te Papa and we were not
left disappointed, it was a moving exhibition
that we would all highly recommend others to
see. During the next few days, we visited art
galleries, got our photo taken at the Beehive
(Covid stopped our tour), went to Weta
workshop and saw a baby chimpanzee born at
the Wellington Zoo. Something we were all a
little dubious about was going to the theatre
as it was the production was rather
confronting but we had the incredible offer of
meeting the crew after to chat about the
messages they had shared. Putting ourselves
out there to do something a little different
didn’t seem as challenging as the themes
shared by the actors. It also generated a lot of
discussion for us as a group. One of the most
exciting things for all of us is the confidence it
has given two of our peers. One is now going
to move to Wellington and the other has now
decided to study in Christchurch. 

With Covis-19 lurking around the planning
process was a lot more difficult than it
normally would be. After months of planning
and replanning due to cancellations we finally
had confirmed dates and activities. One of the
least exciting things was knowing we were
going to leave school at 3.30am but the
excitement soon outweighed the lack of sleep.
Arriving in the big smoke for us small town
folk was a bit of a shock, but we were ready to
see what this city had to offer. 

Creating new memories, spending one last
time together as a group, experiencing new
things will forever be the last memories we
have of our time at Waiau Area School. Thank
you to the BoT, Miss Quinn, Mr Bennett,
Tekoa and the Yr 12 and 13’s for making this
experience so memorable. 



TUATAPERE 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Barry Bennett
(03) 226 6730

Painting - Interior/Exterior
Waterblasting
Spider & Fly Spraying
General Repair Work
Lawnmowing 
Weed Spraying

Currently, I am employed for 20 hours per week.
My role involves:

Free and confidential referral service for
residents within the boundaries of Orepuki, 
 Colac Bay, Blackmount, Merrivale, Orawia,
Bluecliffs and Tuatapere

Work with Tuatapere Promotions - eg; welcoming
new families and residents to the area.

Working in with community groups such as the
local schools to provide additional support for
families and residents in need.

Attending meetings within the boundary to get to
know and understand the community needs.

Being available at the Medical Centre (Monday -
Thursday 10am-3pm) for anyone within the
boundary. 

Help people with work and income applications,
filling out forms for people, supporting mental
health, being available to listen, making referrals,
providing food parcels (limited) and financial/life
pathway planning/referrals. There is more!

Working alongside the Community Support Trust
members in the best interests of Tuatapere and
its surrounding areas.

Tuatapere Community Worker
Support Trust

 My name is Keri Potter and I am your local
community support worker. Most of you will know
who I am, understand what my role involves, and bits
about the Trust. This spiel is designed to help you
understand more about my role and hopefully
encourage you to find ways to support the Trust. 

Kia ora Everyone.

The Community Trust applies for grants every year to
ensure that Tuatapere has a community
worker/service and also has the resources. 
The Trust relies on voluntary members to govern this
community service and ensure it is sustainable. 

IN & AROUND THE COMMUNITY



Contact Deborah

Experienced machinist offering fast, reliable
service with very reasonable rates.  

Sewing and Mending Services Available

Free quotes and pick-up delivery service
within Tuatapere. 

I will mend/make anything from zip
replacements to curtain making - just ask!  

(03) 226 6783 or 021 0305 667
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On Christmas Day, a group of us are having lunch at
Tui Base. We are looking forward to this lunch and
celebrating the year together. 

As your community worker, I am very excited to join
forces with community members to help raise mental
health awareness and to look at more ways of
supporting one another in our supportive community
here in Tuatapere. There are so many good things
happening.

Your caring Community Support Worker
Keri Potter
tcworker@xtra.co.nz
027 757 5983

The Trust is always looking for more members. If you
are interested in getting involved, attending a meeting
or wanting to find out more - please make contact with
Jazz Quinn (secretary).

Further information about the Trust:

The Trust is a not for profit, community driven
Trust, which was formed in 1999.

The Trust consists of a chairperson, treasurer
and secretary along with other Trust members. 

The Trust qualifies for free legal assistance and
as a result Denise Lormans (Manager, Southland
Community Law Centre) will be working closely
with the Trust to bring it’s documentation up to
the 21st century, and to grow governance
capacity and understanding.

In the new year, the Trust will be working with
external support to reinvigorate its strategic
plan and goals. We will be seeking your feedback
and ideas.

Our next meeting is on Monday 21st February
2022, in the Waiau Area School library starting
at 7:30pm. At this meeting, we’ll be working with
Denise on our constitution and documentation.
You are welcome to join us and even throw your
name into the ring to be on the Trust or even be
available to help us behind the scenes!

mailto:tcworker@xtra.co.nz
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Please make sure you contact the Medical Centre well
ahead of time for any repeat medications required
during the holiday period. 

All days we are closed are covered by the On Call Roster, call
(03) 226 6123 and you will be triaged appropriately. 

COVID-19 VACCCINATION: 
We are continuing our vaccinations for Covid-19, and these
are being done daily at the Medical Centre. Booking is easy
and can be done by phoning 0800 282 926 or by going
online www.bookmyvaccine.covid19.health.nz 

If your work commitments make it difficult for you to come
in during our appointment times, please contact our
reception team. 

Some people aged 12 and over who are severely
immunocompromised are eligible to receive a third primary
dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, and we recommend
they have this additional dose to get their best possible
protection. The third primary dose should be given at least 8
weeks after the second dose. A prescription must be
provided by a GP or Specialist before people who are
severely immunocompromised can access a third primary
dose. If you believe you qualify, we recommend scheduling
an appointment with your usual health care provider. You
might be able to receive the third primary dose at the same
time as your consultation. 

Waiau Health Trust team wish you a safe & happy
Christmas & New Years. 

Christmas/New Year’s Clinic Hours: 

9:00am – 12:00 pm
9:00am – 12:30pm & 1:30pm - 4:30pm 
9:00am – 12:30pm & 1:30pm - 4:30pm 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Re-open and back to normal hours 
9:00am – 12:30pm & 1:30pm – 4:30pm 

24/12 
29/12 
30/12 
31/12 

5/1 

Jo Sanford, Manager

Cell: 027 295 0429

WAIAU HEALTH TRUST – December 2021

http://www.bookmyvaccine.covid19.health.nz/
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LOCAL HISTORY - SPECIAL FEATURE

Your Western Wanderer Committee would like to
extend a huge to George Charlton

for his special local
history feature
contribution to the WW.

by George Charlton (Contin ... from November's Issue)

Lived for Pipe Band
Reference has already been made to the Tuatapere
Pipe Band. Hugh Erskine was the father of Tuatapere
and he was, in particular, the father of the pipe band.
To him it was a life interest; he served it, he financed
it and he gave it his whole hearted support on
occasions and he even put up a cheque to buy the
tartan. In recognition of this the band decided to
adopt the Erskine tartan and the Erskine tartan it
wears to this day. Once when Hugh Erskine was
paying a visit to Invercargill he met another well-
known man of the same name. Introducing himself he
said his name and said “Your name is Erskine too and
the Tuatapere Band is wearing the Erskine kilt. Now,
what about a donation to the band?” He came away
with a cheque for five pounds.

The band was started on July 11th 1919 with Gavin
Dixon as drum-major and it has attended every big
function in the township. There were times when the
membership fell alarmingly but it always managed to
carry on and today it is bigger and a more
enthusiastic band than it has ever been.

Tuatapere is no longer a hole in the bush. It is a
township with a future that abounds in promise. The
bush has retreated to the uttermost boundaries and
the bulldozer and the excavator are adding new
acres to the farms every year, and the power saws
and high leads are bringing the logs out of the bush
in a steady stream.”

Are you interested in being a regular or semi-regular contributor

of content for the Western Wanderer?  We are always looking

for people who would like to provide a short article/piece of

reading for each monthly issue. It doesn't have to be every

month - we can be flexible! Perhaps you'd just like to contribute

a piece for one issue. We'd be interested in that too! Email us at

yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com 

or drop a note in the mailbox at 18 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere



Friendly service, reliability, sound local knowledge
in Western Southland, Te Anau & Stewart Island

M
E
W

All enquires welcome - all calls answered

Your local realestate specialist living & working in Western Southland
now also an Accredited Justice of the Peace.

03 214 4080O027 504 52200
shirley@harcourtsinv.co.nz

www. harcourts.co.nz

Looking for a babysitter or
someone to mow your lawns?

Well, you're in luck!

I'M A RELIABLE TEENAGER
LOOKING FOR SOME WORK

Contact Jay on 027 242 2890
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We’re just about at the end of our time
together with only 20 school days left for
2021. Our learners are humming as we
continue to focus on learning programmes.
Term 4 lends itself to a wide variety of
experiences for all of our tamariki. 

Our journey as a Write That Essay school is
superbly rewarding as we see our children
grow in confidence with their writing. All are
extending their knowledge of sentence styles
and learning how to write a variety of
paragraphs. Did you know - we are the only
school in Southland on this professional
learning journey - how exciting is that?!  

The Tuatapere Sale Yard proceeds have
enabled us to support the following
developments initiated by our Year 6-8
students. Their inquiry has been localised to
HVP for our people and place. The learning
has been invaluable in terms of the relevant
contexts for learning with the incorporation
of financial literacy. Thanks so much for
enabling us to include:

mini golf extension and upgraded course; 
upgrade to our playhut to create a cafe
space for our younger learners; 
native tree planting to provide shade
while creating a sanctuary for students
and to re-attract native birds;  
seating/decking around trees to provide
additional seating and performance
opportunities; 
marked out cricket pitch for our
enthusiastic cricketers.

Kia ora, Bula Bula, 
Nihao 

Western Wanderer 
Readers

Thanks to Syd Slee Charitable Trust for
supporting Hauroko Valley Primary School
with our Health and Physical Education. All
students are swimming daily across a week
which provides opportunities for incredible
growth of skill development within a short
space of time. Thanks to Brittney of Johnston
Waters for providing swimming coaching for
all stages and abilities of our children as they 



For all your vehicle requirements

Cars, utes, 4WDs, vans

Finance available

Contact:  Murray Dowling
027 556 2655

Visit our website
www.canterburycars4x4.co.nz
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Save the date! Saturday 12th March for the

“Always Our Best/Tonu to tatou pai”.

Julia Waikato 
Tumuaki/Principal

Join us for a fun
filled family day out

with trails for all
stages and levels
across incredibly

beautiful landscapes.

This is Hauroko Valley Primary School’s major
fundraiser, all funds directly benefit all children. 

Thanks to the Tracks Committee and a few
local identities for guiding our Year 7&8
learners along the Tui Trails and providing
coverage of local history, as well as
publications for promotions. 

learn to swim or swim to learn. 

Our Year 8 leavers have planned an action-
packed BIG day out with a range of activities
involving challenge, camaraderie and most
likely some comedy! To conclude their day
out, they have organised a Graduation Dinner
- a first for HVP! This year we farewell five
Year 8 boys with 80% of the group having
been part of Hauroko Valley Primary School
since they were 5. Parents have been invited
to attend for speeches, dinner and their prize
giving ceremony. We wish you well in your
future endeavours and look forward to
sharing in your continued learning journeys. 

As always we thank our community for
ensuring we are well resourced with facilities
and more importantly people who step in to
provide opportunities that ensure our
students have multiple educational moments.
Nga mihi nui.

Our Year 5&6 students are heading into
Borland Lodge, Monowai for Camp as part of
our Education Outside of The  Classroom
Programme. The Theme for our 2021 Camp is
Challenge - The first challenge is the Clifden
Caves where  Adventure Southland guide our
students through the incredible limestone
cave systems, view stalactites and learn
about the life cycle of glow worms. Borland
Lodge is a special spot where we bring the
curriculum alive through ABL  (adventure
based learning), abseiling, archery, bush craft,
kayaking, rock climbing, camp concert and
more!



Tui Base Camp

Waiau Memorial Library

Ratty Says ...

I’ve been saving up all my pocket money.
That’s right, I get pocket money, because I’m
such a good helper in the library. I want to do
something nice for all my friends that come
and visit me at the library and borrow books
(and return them). I’ve saved up enough
money to buy some presents and the rest I’m
going to make, all by myself. Well, I’m going to
TRY to make 
them all 
by myself. 
Some things 
might end up 
a bit wonky. 
I’ve been 
making up a list of all the things I want to
make and buy. It’s a very long list, I might have
to cross a few things off. 
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I’ve had a very busy year. I got to 
learn all sorts of new things, how to 
build a robot, bake scones, knit, sew and
crochet. I learned how to carve a spoon. That
was sooo much fun. It’s my most prized
possession, after my Teddy bear. I also had a
go at flax weaving. The hat I made is very cool
but I keep getting diamond patterns on my
head whenever I wear it in the sun. I don’t
know why. Now that I’ve learned all this new
stuff I’ve decided that I’m going to put some of
my new skills to good use. Why? Because it’s
Christmas time and I want to give my friends
presents! WooHoo!!

I’m going to wrap up all of
my presents and put
them in a bag so my
friends can have a lucky
dip when they come and
visit me in the library
during December. I’m so
excited, I can hardly wait. 

This is going to be sooooo
much fun!

Come in and 

Open from 7am every day!

For all of your dine in and takeaway
requirements including:

In-house roasted Amore Coffee
 

In-house made pies, sausage rolls, 
cheese rolls

 

Range of breakfast options
 

Packed lunches
 

Catering

Keep an eye on our Facebook Page
for our latest updates!

Tui Base Camp

Phone: (03) 226 6250 

Tui Base Camp wishes everyone

www.tuibasecamp.co.nz

check out our specials

We now have a mini-van! 
Contact us to organise a night out at 

Tui Base Camp (pick-up and drop-off) with
some of your neighbours. 

Contact James on 027 837 3521 
for enquiries.

Book now for your 
xmas functions
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CHAINSAW SHARPENING 
All chainsaw chain sizes precisely sharpened and

rakers taken down accordingly,  guaranteed results 
Chain only $10  Taken Off & Refitted $13

Please phone 027 308 2501

WANTED TO BUY
Possum Fur, Hard deer, 

Antler, Deer Velvet.
Phone Leith  027 496 3721

Aunty's  Cookbook
From

Ingredients

Dressing

Method

800 grams red, waxy potatoes

2 red onions 

6 cloves of garlic, skin on

3 tablespoons olive oil

Sea salt and freshly ground pepper

4 tablespoons walnuts

Roasted garlic, from the potatoes

½ cup mayonnaise

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 tablespoon dijon mustard

2 tablespoons freshly grated parmesan cheese -

plus extra for garnish

2 tablespoons finely
chopped parsley

2-3 teaspoons lemon juice
or white wine vinegar

Looking for that special salad to have with barbecued
meat. My family loves this roasted potato salad either in
the summer or winter. 

Warm Roasted Potato Salad

Preheat oven to 200°C

Cut the potatoes into large chunks and slice each
onion into 6 wedges. Toss the potatoes, onions and
garlic with olive oil. Place in a single layer on a large
baking tray. Season with salt and pepper.

Dressing: Squeeze the flesh from the roasted garlic
into a bowl. Finely chop 2 tablespoons of the walnuts
and combine with the remaining ingredients. Adding
lemon juice to taste. Season.

To Serve: Toss the warm potatoes and onions with
enough dressing to coat, transfer to a serving bowl.
Scatter with the remaining walnuts, grated parmesan
and freshly ground pepper. Enjoy!



Now 2 bikes

available

for pasture 

metering
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S O U T H L A N D  
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Te Rohe Potae o Murihiku

CHAMBERS REPAIR SERVICE
45 Half Mile Road, Tuatapere

Ph: (03) 226 6654

24 hour Self Service Fuel 
Full Mechanical Workshop
NZ Post Centre 
Agents for Wide Span Garage

Bring your lawnmower in for 
a service now & beat the rush

MTA Gift Vouchers
Available

Hi and welcome to all for this my Xmas report for
2021.

On the local front the water upgrade is progressing
well, and I would like to thank the contractors for
the great restoration work they have done on
various sites.

The Domain Road (Elder Drive), is scheduled to be
the place of the next section of the upgrade and as
you should have all read, it will be closed for a
period during late December through till mid to
late January. However it will be open for traffic
over the Xmas period and arrangements have been
made for access for other industrial activities that
may be required in the day to day running of the
domain. However this will not be for any non-
related activities unless there be an emergency.
We apologize for the inconvenience, but upgrades
are part of the essential activities that must be
done.

Road sealing and upgrades are taking place over
the wider region so please take care, obey the
speed limits, and keep everybody safe on the
roads. 

Cheers to all and have a safe Xmas and a great new
Year.

George Harpur, SDC Councillor, Waiau Aparima Ward

November's Rebus Puzzle Answers

 Adding insult to injury
 A bit under the weather
 The ball is in your court
 Let the cat out of the bag
 Beat around the bush
 No one to blame
 Yellow belly
 Take from the rich and give 
 to the poor
 Three blind mice
 A green eyed monster

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.



For Landscaping, 
Land Maintenance, 

Gravel Supply & Cartage

GRADES OF CRUSED & SCREENED GRAVELS,
ALKATHENE LAYING, ROOTRAKING, 

FARM TRACKS, DAIRYLANES

K J SUTHERLAND
GRAVELLING & 

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

2475 OHAI-CLIFTON H/WAY
ORAWIA RD2 OTAUTAU 9682

Ph 0274 367 934

Supplies of Gravel Ex Waiau River
River Run Screened Grades Concrete Gravel Pea Gravel

Rejects for soak holes Crushed - AP30 & AP65
Peebles for Sheep and Cattle yards and calf sheds

Fines suitable for cow lane capping

ELEVATOR SCRAPER,
BOBCAT & ATTACHMENTS,

LANDSCAPING, TRENCHING AUGERS
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K.J. Sutherland
Contracting

Bobcat T190
With attachments: Landscape Rake,

Augers and Trencher

Suitable for all landscaping, shed and yard
maintenance

Muck-spreader and tip trailer available

PHONE KEVIN
027 367 934  /  (03) 225 5716



 Judy  027 225 8192 
Paul   027 890 3602
Shop  (03) 226 6363

TUATAPERE OUTDOORS 
& HARDWARE

For all your
Gardening tools, lawn care, garden

hoses, insect and disease sprays, potting
and compost.

We have those building requirements for
that weekend job with a good selection of

silicone, nails, screws and bolts.
New fishing rods and reels, fishing lures,

good selection of soft bait, 
fishing nets, flounder and eel nets.

Good selection 
of giftware.

Come in, check out
what we have.

Contact:

Painting & Handyman Services
Experienced Painter

Phone Luke Wikstrom 027 2773 925

I can help with all sorts of odd jobs too! 

Gardening 
Lawn mowing
Tree & Hedge Trimming
General labouring
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SPECIAL FEATURE!  STUDENT WRITING

The purpose of this special feature is to highlight student
writers in our community and to give them an authentic
audience. Although this piece was originally written as
speech for Oral Language, it has been slightly adapted
(with permission) for reading.

What 's  That  Piece  of  Plast ic?

What's that piece of plastic? That's not good for
environment. Let's pick it up. It's so easy to pick up a
single piece of rubbish! Ladies and Gentlemen, today
I'm going to tell you about New Zealand's pollution.
Have you ever wanted to save the world's waters?
Now you can, that's why I'm here today!

Last but not least, lots of people clean our waters
and then we pollute it again. If you were at the river
and found a piece of rubbish would you leave it or
pick it up? Once again, don't just sit there, we need
to do something about it!

The first point I'm here to discuss today is our fish.
The population of fish is getting smaller and smaller.
Yes, our fish. Is anyone thinking about our fish? Our
fish are dying because of one microscopic bit of
plastic. Plastic can simply harm or even kill a fish.
What will happen if we keep doing this? Fishermen
will have nothing on their rods but rubbish. Did you
know that more than 1,000,000 fish are dying
because of our actions? So as I said before, stop
sitting there and do something about it!

Ahh New Zealand's waters look so clean and fun to
play in. But wait! What's this rubbish? It looks like
New Zealand's waters don't look clean after all. We
can fix this by working together and stop dumping
rubbish in our waters. Would you like to swim in
rubbish? Well I wouldn't. Think about it - instead of
swimming in clean swimming pools, we could swim in
clean rivers, lakes and oceans. So as I said, don't just
sit there - we need to do something about pollution!
Us kids have the power, we are the future.  Did you
know that lots of people clean our waters in NZ?
More than 100 people clean our waters not because
they have to, but because they want to. They care for
us and our water animals.

Dairy farming has increased in New Zealand and
early on lots of rivers were badly polluted.
Thankfully now the farmers have mostly fixed it. 



Phone 03 221 7192 
Fax       03 221 7194

CONTACT US 
TODAY

Excavators for general
farmwork
Laser guided drainage
Gorse mulching & land
clearing
Lane maintenance
Conversions
Effluent Ponds
Demolition
20 tonne bulldozer,
roller, grader
Drain ploughing &
alkathene laying 

So Ladies and Gentlemen, there you have
three amazing reasons why we should stop
polluting our waters and land. First, our fish.
Second, New Zealand doesn't look clean and
finally, we all need to take responsibility for
our beautiful country Aotearoa.

Next time you go to the beach, the river, the
ocean or the lake and find a piece of rubbish,
please don't leave it there. Pick it up. Now
it's time for me to go clean our waters. See
you next time. Good bye.

Lyela Armstrong-Williams, Year 6 student
2021 Oral Language Speech (Adapted)

IN & AROUND THE COMMUNITY

Tuatapere Community Garden
Isobel Green

Well another Christmas is nearly here. 
Many thanks to everyone who has helped
keep things going in the Tuatapere
Community Garden, especially Quinton
Donald and Dave Fletcher for the great job
they have done.

It would be really nice to see some more
helpers down at our community garden, so if
you see the need, please come on in and pull
out some weeds!

Another form of plastic rubbish is bale wrap.
Wouldn't it be cool if we could create a bale
wrap that cows can eat!
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