
WESTERN  WANDERER

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

TUATAPERE OUTDOORS &
HARDWARE: (03) 2266 363

MEDICAL CENTRE: (03) 2266 123

COMMUNITY WORKER:

027 757 5983

EMERGENCY 
POLICE /FIRE/AMBULANCE: 111

(03) 2266 475

TUATAPERE SERVICE STATION:

CHAMBERS SERVICE STATION:

(03) 2266 654

HAUROKO VALLEY SCHOOL:

(03) 2266 753

WAIAU AREA SCHOOL:

(03) 2266 285

TUATAPERE CEMETERY TRUST:

(03) 2266 065

TUATAPERE FOUR SQUARE:

(03) 2266 898

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0 I S S U E  2 2 7

Colac Bay | Orepuki | Tuatapere | Clifden | Orawia | Blackmount | Monowai

Special thanks to 

for their support with the printing

Photo Credit to Malakai Mangion, 
WAS Y11 student for this month's cover

"Mountains"

We'll choose one each month to
feature on the cover of the 

Western Wanderer!

We Want Your Photos!
Share your local area snaps with us

via Instagram or to the 
"This is Tuatapere" Facebook page

and tag them with 

You can also email us a copy to
yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

#yourwesternwanderer



TUATAPERE PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH MARKET DAY

The church market is held at 10am every
3rd Saturday of the month in the Tuatapere
Presbyterian Church Hall, Main Rd,
Tuatapere.  

If you would like a table for hire please
contact: Helen Todd 022 378 9743

All welcome to come along and enjoy the
opportunity for a cuppa and a chat and
have a browse at the local crafts available.

Market Day: 
Saturday 17th October 2020.

(Next Market Day: 21st November)

SALVATION ARMY FAMILY

STORE TRUCK

The Salvation Army Family Store Truck
will come out and collect large amounts
of your pre-loved furniture & other
household items. This service is free.
Please call the store to organise your
visit on 03 214 5380

Our Community Notice Board 

AGM Sunday 4th October 2020 
Domain Rooms 10:30am

TUATAPERE DOMAIN COMMITTEE

Please we need to see some change. Our
committee needs new volunteers to run
our beautiful domain.
Apologies to David Norman or Shirley Crack

SYD SLEE CHARITABLE TRUST

Applications for the 2020 funding round
will open on 1st October and close on
31st October, 2020. 
An updated guide sheet and application
form can be requested by emailing
ssctrust17@gmail.com or by phoning
Nicky Baker on 03 225 5094

The Toy Library will be hosting a
breastfeeding course starting 
22 October  for anyone 
who is interested. 

18 Orawia Road, Tuatapere (next door
to Tuatapere Service Station)

TUATAPERE TOY LIBRARY

Please phone Minessa 027 311 2112

If you are interested in 
becoming a member get in 
touch (via FB messenger or ph) to see
how you can access the toy library! 
We have heaps of toys available.

Are you and your family looking for
something that will foster personal
development, create a sense of community
and at the same time challenge you or a
school age member of your family?

TUATAPERE SCOUTS

Have you thought of joining Scouts?

At Scouts we have a Wednesday Programme:

We also have a need for leaders so we can
deliver our progammes effectively.
Contact:  
Leader Anne-Marie      027 688 5828
Group Leader Quinton 027 223 4842
                                      or (03) 226 6969

Keas for children 5-7 yrs; 3:30-4:30pm
Cubs for children 7-9½ yrs; 4:30-5:30pm
Scouts for 9½-15 yrs. 5:30-7:00pm

THANK YOU BARRY!

Tuatapere & Districts Promotions Inc
would like to thank Barry Bennett for
fixing the window pane in the door at
the Toy Library building for us. 

TUATAPERE BOWLING CLUB

It's that time of the year again. Starting
the first week of October!
Practice Night - Thursdays 6.30pm
New players are always wanted and
welcome!

Birch Street (Next to the school)

Contact: Chris Potter 0204 1522 847

Watch this space! Classes starting soon.

ALWAYS WANTED TO TRY

SCRAPBOOKING/CARD MAKING?

Please register your interest in this
fabulous craft by contacting 
Keri Potter 027 757 5983



Our Community Notice Board 
A pre-school music and movement-based
playgroup.
Mondays during the school term at the
Tuatapere Presbyterian Church Hall.
Music session starts at 10am
followed by a time of
morning tea and play.
$2 per family.
Morning tea is provided for all.
New families welcome!

Find us on Facebook:
"Tuatapere Mainly Music"

For more information contact
Heidi 022 315 3326

TUATAPERE MAINLY MUSICTUATAPERE PLAYCENTRE 

23B Orawia Road.  
Friday Playgroup 9am-12pm
All parents and children welcome!
We have decided that children’s morning
tea will be a packed lunchbox from home
at Playgroup from now on as opposed to
a shared morning tea. We found this was
practical during COVID Level 2 so have
decided to continue with it. Thanks!
Any queries please contact:
Gemma Bennett 022 040 3368
Alice Harris 027 270 0363

Envelopes printed with the
“Tuatapere on Natures Edge” Logo 
are now available again. 

TUATAPERE ENVELOPES

These can be purchased at  
Country Corner Craft Shop 1A Orawia Road 

Cost $3.00 per 10 

If you wish to view the shop and it is closed,
please ring
Louise Greber (03) 668 6001 or
Lyla Sherriff (03) 226 6187
and they will open it for you.

Come in and browse and see what we have
to offer. Hats, scarves, children's knitwear,
cards, jewellery, woodware, sewing, jams,
pickles, sauces, etc. 
Tuatapere souvenirs "On Natures Edge" logo
are always available. 
Is anyone interested in joining to sell their
crafts? You are more than welcome to
contact us.
If anyone wants to volunteer their time and
work in the Craft Centre - let us know! It's
a great way to meet people!

COUNTRY CORNER CRAFTS

20th
TUATAPERE BUSHMAN'S MUSEUM

Orawia Road. If the Bushman's Museum is
not open when you have visitors who wish
to view, you can contact:
Linsday Faulkner (03) 226 6650 to arrange a
suitable time.

CLIFDEN PLAYGROUP

45 Otahu Eastern Bush Road.
Every Wednesday (during School Term)
9:30am - 12:30pm.
All mothers and children welcome. 
Bring packed lunchbox for your child's
morning tea. Any queries to 
Lynley Patterson 027 429 7436

TUATAPERE HEALTH & GIFT 
SHOP
We now have two courier drops for
prescriptions for our Tuatapere
customers: 1:00pm and 4:45pm.
The Health & Gift Shop is open from
12:30pm - 5:30pm. 
If we can help in any other way, please
contact Riverton Pharmacy (03) 234 8515

- Riverton Pharmacy

WAIAU MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Library Hours: Fridays
10am - 11:30am

2:30pm - 4:00pm
7:00pm - 8:00pm

WAIAU VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

Services for all ages! Every Sunday at
10.30am Tuatapere Presbyterian Church
Main Street, Tuatapere.
All welcome to join us.

For information please contact: 
Chris Howden Session Clerk 021 477 999 
For Community Chaplain: 027 416 0659
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20th

If you think that you would like to try
this (sometimes lifelong) commitment,
then please feel free to come and try it!
We train on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm
during daylight saving and 7pm through
the winter months.

TUATAPERE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE BRIGADE

We're on the lookout for members to
join this well rewarding organization.
We are looking for persons who are,
ideally, available throughout the day.

We look forward to 
meeting with you.

TUATAPERE & DISTRICT LIONS

CLUB PROJECT

SUPER DIRT
Super dirt bags are now weighed so more
in each bag! 
$8 per bag - ready for your garden!
Super dirt can be collected at 
Cracks Yard, Grove Burn Road, 
in the mornings Monday to Friday.
Weekends by arrangement.
Delivery by arrangement but not
guaranteed

Phone Trevor (03) 225 5864  or
           Stephen (03) 226 6817

The Western Southland Health Shuttle
Service is up and running again.

WESTERN SOUTHLAND 
HEALTH SHUTTLE

Please book as soon as you receive your appointment.

We travel from Otautau, Ohai, Nightcaps,
Tuatapere, Riverton - covering all of
Western Southland.
We also connect with the Invercargill-
Dunedin shuttle.
The Western Southland Health Shuttle
operates Monday - Friday (excluding
Public Holidays).

Ph: 0800 103 046 to book.

Bookings are required by 3pm the day
prior to transport.

TUATAPERE COMMUNITY

WORKER
Room 5 Medical Centre
69A Orawia Road 
From Monday - Thursday 10am to 3pm
Keri Potter 027 757 5983
Email: tcworker@xtra.co.nz

Senior Citizens is a group of over 60s that
meet every Friday afternoon at 1pm at the
rooms behind the RSA Hall.

SENIOR CITIZENS

We are always looking for new members
so if you would like a fun afternoon
playing bowls, cards or just catching up
with friends, come and join the group.
Contact: Olive Bennett Ph (03) 2266 477

TUATAPERE AMBULANCE

Did YOU Know?
The Tuatapere Ambulance is a funded
service by the Tuatapere Lions Club, for
the residents of Tuatapere & District.

The Treasurer
Tuatapere Lions Club
PO Box 47
Tuatapere

Tuatapere Lions Club Charitable Trust
Ambulance Committee

Should you receive an account for this
service from St John, please forward it
immediately to:

Sometimes we experience difficulty in
receiving the invoices for YOUR trip. So
PLEASE do forward them on to us. 
Thank you!

Our Community Notice Board 
WESTERN SOUTHLAND

WOOLCRAFT GROUP

Spinning, Felt, Weaving, Knitting, Crochet.
Other crafts welcome!
1st Wednesday of the month. 
10am - 3pm. BYO Lunch. 
For details please contact 
Helen Todd 022 378 9743



Community Notices &  Events

   "Cowgirly Stampede" 
Wairio Hack Club

Saturday 24 October 
9am  

(Funds for Ohai Firebrigade and 
Southland Shafts and Wheels)  

640 Scotts Gap 
Feldwick RD2 Otautau   
Carts, Individual riders, 

Packhorses and Walkers option

3hr ride with lunch view over 
Western Southland. Return to novelty

skills/games in paddock. 
BYO packed lunch & smile.

5yr old upwards. 
Shoes optional.Hard hats required.

Numbers limited!

Register on Facebook "Cowgirly 
Stampede" or ring George  027 2098 753  

$30/adult rider 
$15 /school age or walker.

Artists of Southland

ANNUAL 
ART EXHIBITION

16th - 18th October 2020
Tuatapere RSA Hall

PUBLIC WELCOME - OPENING
NIGHT - FRIDAY 16th 7pm
Nibbles and refreshments

available – free entry

Exhibit Hours 
Saturday 10am to 4pm

Sunday 10am-3pm

Helpers Wanted
for

Sunday 11th October
for this 

Tuatapere Community Pool
Fundraiser

Please text Mel: 021 1319 825
if you can help out!



Community Notices &  Events

Our new Community Event sign is
up! Watch that space for

upcoming events in and around
Tuatapere. 

Events Sign

 yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com

Do you have some thing coming
up you would like to promote 

on here? 

or drop a note with contact
details in the mailbox outside the 

Toy Library Building 
(18 Orawia Road, Tuatapere)

Email the details to:

It has been a different year for
everyone, so thank you for another
good year of fundraising!

Thanks to the Orepuki Team for a
great quiz night.  $800 raised!

Thank you for the
Cut-Flower Orders.  
$600 raised!

A good street day was
held. Many thanks to 
Faith Black for all her
help and to our great
team of bakers and
team of supporters!

Cancer Society

Raffle 1: No. 10 - Quinton Donald 
Raffle 2: No. 38 - Maxine Nelson

Raffle Results



Special Feature - Part One
Notes by George Charlton
I was going through Lions’ bulletins from the 1960s that Shirley Howden
gave to the Tuatapere Lions’ Club after Bill’s passing and, on doing some
research on the ambulance, came across this article on Doctor Elder, 
who was also a member of the Tuatapere Lions’ Club.

Article on Dr Elder as recorded in Lions’ Club Bulletin     21st November 1967
Bulletin 5: 21st November 1967               Profile Report: Doctor Eric Elder

Born in Aberdeen, Scotland in 1913 Eric’s family moved to New Zealand in 1920
and settled in Dunedin where his father, John R Elder LLD, held the first
Chair in History at Otago University. Eric attended Maori Hill School and was
awarded Dux in 1925. He went on to John McGlashon College for his secondary
education. His record at McGlashon was impressive. In 1927 he won a senior
national scholarship, in 1929 he won a university junior scholarship and was
Dux of the school. 1930 saw him again Dux and also first in New Zealand for
the University Scholarship. From high school Eric moved to Otago University
and undertook the study of Medicine. Whilst he was at university he was editor
of the university Critic- the University Review and in 1936 he was editor of
the Capping Book. Qualifying as a doctor in 1936 Eric spent two years at
Dunedin Hospital, leaving there in 1938 for Tuatapere, where he has been in
practice ever since.

Some of Dr Elder’s Accomplishments:

Diploma of Obstetrics 1946; Doris Gorton Scholar 1963; On NZ Board of Censors
for the British General Practitioners 1967

Dr Elder’s Outside Interests:

Included in some of Dr Elder’s many interests were his position as Past
President of the Tuatapere Axemen’s Association and the Southland Axemen’s
Association. He was Chairman of the Tuatapere Domain Board and a member of the
Country Town Committee. Doctor Elder was Patron of the Tuatapere Piping and
Dancing Association and the Waiau Community Arts. No mean sportsman in his day
he was interested in tennis, cricket, badminton and golf.

On October 12th 1967 Eric and his wife Lillian celebrated 25 years of marriage
(kept fairly quiet). Another Doctor entered the family on December 15th 1967
when daughter Elizabeth wed her Doctor of Science. Son Christopher is working
towards his MA and is showing interest and ability in the literary field. Safe
to say that this report is not likely to be duplicated by any other member of
this club!

By Lions’ Bulletin Editor 1967

Having read the above report on Doctor Elder it brings back a lot of memories to me. Next
issue I will share those with you all. Til next time ...

George



Tuatapere-Te Waewae Community Board
Margaret Thomas, Board Chair Email: arpad@xtra.co.nz.     Phone: (03) 226 6104

Blackmount/Monowai:  I recently had a meeting with the people from this area mainly to
establish what the Southland District Council were responsible for and what was
community owned and what they were responsible for.
Have you visited this part of Southland recently? There is lots to see and explore including
the amazing swing bridge, the Power Station owned by Pioneer, a Heritage Orchard,
Borland Lodge, Lake Monowai, the swimming pool and Community Centre, Borland River
for fishing and excellent information boards at all sites. It is well worth a drive.
Monkey Island:  A public meeting was held recently. The SDC presented the final
development plan. This was well received by the people who were in attendance. They
were assured that the work would begin immediately. Thank you for your patience. Last
night there were seven groups of people staying there.
Green Heart:  Boundary Creek has had some work done on it recently to stabilise the
banks of the creek. One part of the walking track where the bank has given way and is
dangerous and needs to be relocated. We hope to have this work completed soon. Orange
netting has been erected as a safety measure.
Flagtrax Banners:  Work with the Promotions Group is progressing. We hope that other
groups/organisations will contribute to this project too.
Community Partnership Fund:  We were very pleased to receive applications from
some organisations. You can  apply for funding in the second round which closes at the
end of February 2021. 
Dogs:  A reminder that when your dogs are off leash, running around exercising and
having a great time - you still must pick up your dog’s poop especially in the Domain and
Top Rugby Ground. At the Tuatapere Domain, plastic bags are supplied and there is a bin
for you to dispose of the poop bags. Please use this facility.
Tuatapere RSA Memorial Hall:  This hall has recently been given a deep clean.

The club would like to thank the sponsors,
volunteers, supporters and players who
make up our great country club.

Waiau Star Rugby Club Special thanks to our sponsors!
WSRC Major Sponsors
Waiau Valley Shearing

Pikoburn Angus
Platinum Sponsors

Wairaki Station
Gold Sponsors

D T Kings
Wjet  Joyce & Johan

Rabco Ag Ltd
Fowle Contracting Ltd
Tuatapere Electrical
Birchwood Station

Westhills Engineering
Alex Reid Contracting
Ruakiwi Romney Stud
Terrace View Sufftex
Richard Henderson
Raw Farm Homekill

Crack Corp Contracting

Silver Sponsors
Harry's Machines
K J Lott Livestock

Pip Ryan - Country & Co
Malloch McLean

Tomo
Paul Anderson Builder

Harpur Logging
PGG Wrightson Ltd

Colin Phillips Contracting
Tuatapere Service Station
Southern Wide Real Estate

Barrett Ag Ltd
Westend Station

J & K Gray
Waiau Herefords

Ballance Agri-Nutrients
Blackmount Station

That’s a wrap on the 2020 rugby season! 



On the council scene you would have all noticed that we have a new CEO for the SDC.
Cameron McIntosh will take up his duties early November and I am sure he will be out and
about in the regions to meet and greet the local folks and encourage all those who are
willing to assist and advise them on a direction (through the various agencies) that we can
take. It is great to see the Tuatapere regions banner being promoted a little more in the
media and we as groups or individuals can assist this process (as many are currently
doing). Your elected Community Board and other groups are currently out there
promoting the area and we need to support them in any way we are able - being part of
support clubs, general amenities such as the Fire Brigade and sports groups, the Lions Club
and anything that promotes business into our region as I feel that word of mouth is the
best possible promotion that we can have. With the new Great Walk and the ever
increasing activity on the current local tracks system we will need more accommodation,
along with this will be jobs to service new activities, amenities to entertain partners and
friends of those away walking, jet boating, cycling, bird watching, bush walks or any other
desirable pastime they may wish to do. The Te Waewae Bay area is as yet an undiscovered
region and with your help can be transformed into a very popular playground for all to
enjoy, providing future prosperity to our next generation and all who choose to make the
South Coast Region home.

Councillor Report
Hi and welcome to the October report where the weather gods have decided we have had
enough of the dry spell it seems. So it has reminded the keen gardeners that maybe it is
too early for those new potatoes and other things that we cherish so much.

George Harpur, Councillor
9

Well only another couple of weeks and we all have a chance to choose the Government of
your choice, vote wisely for the future benefits of our nation. The land and its products are
the backbone of this nation’s economy. Tourism has been badly wounded but it will
recover and present us with opportunities. I believe next time around we will be well
prepared, a little older, and very much wiser and be ready and willing to accept the
challenge. 

TUATAPERE
AMENITIES TRUST

AGM
Wednesday 28th October

1:30pm
Waiau Town & Country Club

Any questions please phone
(03) 226 6174

ALL WELCOME

Clifton Hall
AGM

All welcome!

Monday 19th October
7pm, at the Hall

Any questions call Rebecca 
027 424 6129

That’s me for this month. Cheers to all!



When you lived in Tuatapere, what did you do?
When I was 14 (and still going to school) I used to do slaughtering after school. I'd be shooting and
skinning the animals. The slaughter house is still standing - you can see it as you head out of
Tuatapere. I was quite often tired at school of course, and I'd fall asleep at my desk alot. The teacher
would wake me up at about 10 to 5 - just in time to get to work. When I left school I went to work in
the local butchery for a Mr Joe Prendeville. And I still went slaughtering after I finished work too!

When I was a lad, you would find me down at the rugby every Saturday during the season. I played
No #8 on the side of the scrum. I was Captain of the Waiau Star Junior Rugby Team. When I was 15
years old we played 8 games and won every single one, ending the season with 200 points. Still have
a love of rugby to this day! 

I did eventually buy the Butcher's Shop. With my former business partner, Len Kitto we came up with
the Tuatapere Sausages recipe in the 1980s. Up until then we had been making sausages from the
previous butcher shop owner's recipe. We decided they needed more meat and less fat and we
worked on it, and got what we got. We named them Tuatapere Sausages. They sold all around 
the country and their popularity soared locally when the sausages were judged the favourite 
sausage in Southland in a competition run by the Radio personality Phil Denton. 
We polled 82% of the vote! I sold the butcher shop in 2003 and moved to Bridge Street.

What's the funniest/weirdest thing that happened to you while you
lived here?
When I was young I had a horse and cart - used to call it Bones and Crackle. The horse used to bolt
and get into a gallop when you got close to home. I'd be swinging on the reins. One day someone
had closed the gate (it was always open) and the horse did it's thing when we got closer to home -
except it didn't know the gate was closed. Well you can imagine the rest of the story - there was no
gate left that's for sure!

LEO HENDERSON

PERSON OF INTEREST
WESTERN WANDERER 'S

What's the best thing about Tuatapere?
In my view, the best thing about Tuatapere is that it's a close-knit community. Most people
are really friendly and there to help one another.

What would people remember the most about you?
The famous Tuatapere Sausages of course. It's a secret recipe that has been passed on,
but most sausage makers don't seem to want to follow it - they want to put their own spin
on the recipe. That's ok but of course it's not the same. The key is simple really - less fat,
more meat makes a decent sausage!

Where are you from? Where are you now?
I was born in Otautau in 1940. When I was 4 years old we moved to

Pukemaori and I went to Waiau District High School. 

I'm retired now and have been in Invercargill for about three and

half years. I play indoor bowls to keep active - My wife and I

played indoor bowls with great success. I used to play for the

Tuatapere Bowling Club and was made a Life Member which I

greatly appreciated. I also do crossword puzzles to keep my mind

active too.



Painting & Handyman Services
Experienced Painter

Phone Luke Wikstrom 027 2773 925

I can help with all sorts of odd jobs too! 

Gardening 
Lawn mowing
Tree & Hedge Trimming
General labouring

Want you car washed and dried, 
windows cleaned?

Price arranged on request!
Contact:  Rex Hibbs

Flat 1/26 Orawia Road, Tuatapere

WANTED TO BUY
Possum Fur, Hard deer, 

Antler, Deer Velvet.
Phone Leith  027 496 3721

ESSENTIAL OILS
100% PURE GIFTS OF NATURE

Florals   Trees   Plants   Herbs   Spices   Citrus   

phone your local
Wellness Advocate 

To learn more

Carol Erskine  027 459 9654
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Available for Casual Work
Do you need a hand to fill a gap for 

a day or two or a few weeks?
Experienced (25yrs) dairy & beef farmer,

capable machinery operator.
Can be sole charge or one of the team.

Conscientious and reliable.
Phone: Leith McMullen 0274 963 721

email:  leithmcmullen@gmail.com



Waiau Town & Country Club

Keep an eye on our Facebook Page - upcoming events & bottle store specials!
Annual membership/subscription 

Annual membership is $50 or $30 for pensioners. 
Existing members subs are due, please pay at the Club or online.

Phone: 03 22 66 489 | Address: 41 King St Tuatapere 
Email: waiautcc@gmail.com | Facebook: facebook.com/waiautcc 

| Courtesy Van Available |

Evening meals (homemade goodness) 
available Fri, Sat & Sun evenings from 5pm to 8.30pm.

Kid’s menu. | Please pre book for groups of 8 or more.

Club Opening Hours: Mon - Thurs 4pm till close. 
Fri 3pm – close. | Sat 12pm – close. | Sun 3pm – close.

Functions/Events/Meetings/Birthdays/Christmas Functions - 
just call to book & organise, we can cater.

Upcoming events:
* BINGO - Sunday 11th October 2pm.

* HALLOWEEN - Saturday 31st October 5pm-7pm. Prizes! Maze!
* QUIZ NIGHT - Thursday 5th November 7pm. Teams of 4, $20 per team.

* GUY FAWKES - Saturday 7th November.
* MINI HOEDOWN - Sunday 15th November 3pm.    

* Members Draw & Raffles – every Friday night!

We look forward to seeing you!

Recently the PGG Wrightson store in
Tuatapere was awarded the top store

out of 90 stores for New Zealand for the
last financial year.

Regards from the team at 
PGGW Tuatapere

Kevin / Summer / Jaimee

We would like to share that with you
and say a huge thank you to all our

clients and supporters. 
We could not have done it without you. 

Thank you all.



Ratty Says ...

Boo! The Library is opening for Trick or Treating 
on Halloween. I’m so excited, I’ve never done Trick 
or Treating. The Library will be open from 4.00pm to 5.30pm on 
31st October.  It’s a Saturday, I checked.

Waiau Memorial Library 

There will be prizes for the best dressed and treats, lots of treats.  
All I have to do is work out what I’m going to wear. Will I be a Vampire or a
Ghost? I can’t make up my mind. Did I mention there would be lots of
treats?

Don’t forget Halloween at the Library 4.00pm-5.30pm!

The Library now has Wi-Fi.  It was installed last month and we have been 
testing it out to make sure everything is working correctly.  It’s available to both 
old and new devices and is free.  All you need to access the Wi-Fi is to be a member of the
library and one of our friendly volunteers will help you set up your device.

Waiau Memorial Library
8 Orawia Road, Tuatapere

The Waiau Memorial Library would like to thank Spark for making it possible for us to
provide free Wi-Fi to the community.

Seasonal Part-time Employment
Workers required to help with the 

tailing of lambs. 
Approx. mid October to the end of November.

Contact Robbie 03 226 6501 evenings.

Bowen Therapy is a gentle soft tissue manipulative therapy.
Through manipulation, tension in soft tissue is released reducing

pain and restoring movement and mobility. 
Also offering Scenar Therapy. 

Southland Community Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill

Phone: (03) 214 3180       Fax: (03) 214 3170
Freephone: 0800 550 800 (outside Invercargill city only)

Free Legal Information
& Advice for the
Community of

Southland

Library Hours: Fridays
10am - 11:30am

2:30pm - 4:00pm
7:00pm - 8:00pm

Do you have an idea for a special
feature in the Western Wanderer?

Let us know because 
we'd love to hear from you

yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com
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Welcome! It is time to start thinking about gardening again! Our Community Garden is in
need of some care and attention.

Tuatapere Community Garden
Half Mile Road, Tuatapere

We are going to have a Plant Swapping Session and a cup of tea! 
Everyone is welcome to come along, join in, and maybe pull a few weeds out. 

Unfortunately there have been a few people who have been helping themselves to the
produce. Please remember that a donation is expected in return. 

Please come along and join us! The future of our Community Garden depends on people. 
It is a safe place for children and well fenced. 
For more information please contact: Isobel (03) 226 6065 or Trudy  020 4016 6125

PLANT SWAPPLANT SWAP
October 15th 2020 at 1.30pm

Bring along your plant to swap! 
Your plant can be flowers, vegetables, herbs, shrubs or trees.

South Island Spring 2020 Rates
$3869.57 excluding GST per tonne

$4450 incl GST per tonne
Free Delivery for 10 bags or more!

South Island 
One-time-Promotion

$4200 incl. GST per tonne



A Piece of History

Dido Nicholas was a born-again swimmer
Perhaps the finest that Southland has seen
And tho’ he lived more than a century ago
His heroic exploits hold a permanent sheen

THE LEGEND OF DIDO NICHOLAS

Dido grew up in a good Colac Bay family
His father both teacher and linguist of note
Who also supported the Temperance Union
But for Dido, the booze was life’s antidote

Dido had no fear of the great Waiau River
He could conquer its swiftness inebriated
He occasionally crossed it stone-cold sober
But one swim for drink was long celebrated

One Saturday night Dido arrived into town
With his ‘watering hole’ on the farther side
Already tanked up but needing more grog
He called once again on prowess and pride

Just half-way across, pure exhaustion set in
With visions of joining some after-life fold
Thus Dido implored at the depths of despair
God, please just give me something to hold

He struggled on gamely, prayer unanswered
Still banishing thoughts of a mortuary shelf
Then a hanging branch brushed Dido’s face
Don’t worry God, I found something myself
© desperado 2011

Real name Arthur Augustine
Nickless, ‘Dido’ was born at Picton
c1873 but spent most of his life at
Colac Bay, where his father was

head teacher. He had several
brothers and sisters, including

Fanny Nickless, who was a teacher
at Papatotara 1898-1900. Dido

enlisted for service in World War
I and served with the New

Zealand Rifle Brigade (Service No.
13079) for two years before being
invalided home in December 1916.

He died on 8 June 1941 after
attending a sports meeting at

Colac Bay. He had returned to his
home at Wakapatu by train that
evening and died suddenly, just

prior to reaching the house, where
he was found the following

morning. He was given a military
funeral and later interred at the

Riverton cemetery. 
(Notes from Western Star, 

20 June 1941.)

by Des Williams
Based on an original story told by

Allen Templeton in his book,
Southwest Sawmills. Dido Nickless

from Colac Bay made his most
famous swim some time prior to

the new Waiau Hotel being
established on the east bank in

1910.
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Lions Hay Day
It’s been a long time from March to August planning this year's 
fundraiser due to COVID 19 - firstly with lockdown and having planned to hold
it on the first Friday in June. The lockdown delayed it with gathering
restrictions of up to 100 people, so Hay Day was planned for Friday 26th June.
Letters were hand delivered to businesses in Tuatapere and Invercargill etc,
asking if they wanted to support us in some way. The response was very good
with prizes or a donation.
This year's proceeds are going to Borland Lodge, The Blair Vinning Community
Hospital, Hospice Southland and Education and Wellbeing within the District.
On Thursday 25th June the collection of
hay and baleage etc took place. Many
thanks to the voluntary phone callers,
helpers and truck and tractor owners
who supplied their help at no cost.
The Auction was held on Friday at 3pm
with buyers from Te Anau to
Invercargill. The sale of 200 bales
baleage at $100 each, round hay and
conventional bales raised $5,000. An
auction of trailer of donated products
raised $5,000 and in total $30,000 was
raised.
Thanks to Kelvin Lott and Kelvin Thompson for their continued support over
the years.

Photo from left  Jimmy Harris(President); 
Dr Murray Pfeiffer (Charity Hospital Board
Member); John Knowler (Senior Lions Member)
and Alister Sanford (Co-Chairman Hay Day).

Thanks to James and Lea for offering us Tui Base Camp to do our BBQ and their
part donation on drinks and free chips. A good time was had by all.

Borland Lodge:                          $5,000  
Hospice Southland:                   $10,000 
Vinning Community Hospital:   $10,000

At the 16th June Tea Meeting, Grant Hubber and Anne McCracken spoke about
the running of Borland Lodge under COVID-19, with schools and tramping clubs
bookings cancelled and the management of a large complex. They thanked the
Lions Clubs in Southland for their support.
At the 18th August Helpers Tea Night, Dr Murray Pfeiffer spoke about The Blair
Vinning Community Hospital and voluntary tradesmen, bricklayers, electricians
etc who have got into supporting the project. ILT have been a major sponsor
with donating the land and buildings (ex Clifton Inn). "Buy A Brick" has been a
big fundraiser with buyers throughout the country. At the end of the night,
with the fines money, Tuatapere Lions bought a brick and made the donation
from hay day.

Alister Sanford - Convenor & Quinton Donald - Assistant Convenor

Hospice Southland were unable to attend for their donation due to COVID
concerns as the staff are working with the sick. The Lions club committee have
been invited to the hospital for a photo. 
Our Slink Skin Collection has not gone ahead this year so the funds from hay
day will go to support our FREE AMBULANCE within the area.
Thanks again everyone.

Once again thanks to the farmers who supplied baleage etc or made a donation.
Thanks to all the sponsors for prizes and donations.



Chaplain's Chat
David Duthie, Community Chaplain

As part of an apology some people need to hear the words, “will you forgive me?” These words
show an admission of guilt, express the value of the relationship and empower the person who has
been hurt. Forgiveness cannot be demanded, it is essentially a gift. 
As always, much more could be said, but I invite you to think about this next time you’re faced with
having to apologise – if you’re like me it’ll be sooner than you think! 
Feel free to be in touch anytime.

Slink Skin Collection
The Tuatapere Lions Club wishes to advise their clients that due to various
reasons there will be NO slink skin collection this season.
We regret this but hopefully this service will resume next season.
Any inquires, please phone Maurice Green (03) 226 6065
All the best for this season. Cheers MJ Green (Convenor Slink Collection)

“I believe that people have different ways of apologising; what one person considers a
sincere apology is not what another person may consider a sincere apology. In essence they

have different languages of apology”. Dr Jennifer Thomas
If you’re human there will have been times when you have been hurt by the words or actions of
someone else, and also have very likely hurt others. Some of these offences are minor, like
accidentally bumping into someone as you walk down the road – chances are a quick
acknowledgement and “I’m sorry” is all that is required. Other situations are much more hurtful and
damaging to our relationships. Yet I never ceased to be amazed by the stories of individuals and
communities that reconcile and heal even after the most horrific offences.
Focusing on the day-to-day though, the ability to apologise and forgive is fundamental to our own
wellbeing and the health of our relationships. The flow-on effects can be significant.
Like love, apologies can be described as having five aspects or “languages”. As with the love
languages, one or two of the aspects will speak more clearly to you as to the sincerity of an apology.
Expressing Regret – we usually do this through the simple words “I’m sorry”. This can be made more
meaningful by being specific and without condition. For some people hearing those words is really
important.
Accepting Responsibility – while for some it is hard to say “I was wrong to do that” is difficult, for
others it is an absolute necessity to hear them in an apology. To admit we were wrong takes courage
and maturity, but has the potential to bring hope and healing to a relationship.
Making Restitution – this “language” asks the question, “what can I do to show you that I want to
put things right between us?” The act of restitution is likely to be even more effective if expressed
in the love language of the offended person.
Genuinely Repenting – to repent is to simply turn around or change one’s mind in order to act
differently in the future – to not do “it” again. This could begin with an expressed intent to change
and then developing a plan to bring about the change.

waiauvallychaplain@gmail.com



If you'd like some help putting something together - just let us know! Send an email to:

Are you a Local Community Group? 
Share what's happening with your club, team or group!

OR drop us a note in the letterbox outside the Toy Library, 18 Orawia Rd, Tuatapere.
yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com
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GREAT  FREIGHT  RATES
Same Day

Door to Door

Monday - Friday

General LightFreight ServiceNo RuralSurcharge

Invercargill - Winton - Drummond - Otautau - Tuatapere - Ohai/Nightcaps - Riverton

Fresh & Chilled Freight
Meat & Vegetables
Flowers & Chocolate
Bottled Milk
Prescriptions

Vet Supplies
Ag. & Vehicle Parts
Hardware
Oil & Lube
Ammo & Chemicals

027 340 5845bulletcourier8@gmail.com bulletcourier.org

PIGLETS FOR SALE
PORKERS/BACONERS FOR SALE

READY NOW

PLEASE PH: (03) 2266577

Preheat oven to 200c
Place all ingredients except pastry and extra egg in a large bowl.
Mix with your hands.
Cut pastry sheet into 4.
Place sausage mixer along the centre of the pasty.
Brush the edge with water and roll up.
Cut into 4, brush with egg or milk.
Cook for 15 to 20 mins until golden.

500g Sausage Meat                              
1 egg
½ cup bread crumbs
1 Small Onion, finely chopped
1 Carrot, grated
2 Tbsp Tomato sauce
2 Tbsp Worcestershire Sauce
1 teaspoon curry powder
Puff pastry sheet roll
1 egg or milk

Aunty's Cookbook
Next time you need to take a plate, be the fancy one who takes homemade sausage rolls.
Full of flavour, these are popular with adults and children alike. Easy and quick to make.

Ingredients

Sausage Rolls

Method

CHAINSAW SHARPENING 
All chainsaw chain sizes precisely sharpened and

rakers taken down accordingly,  guaranteed results. 
Chain only $10 

Taken Off & Refitted $13
Please phone (03) 2266940 evenings





Kia ora Western Wanderer Readers. It’s been a fantastic term! The progress our
students are making academically and socially is outstanding. To quantify this, we’ve
had ERO (Education Review Office) of late and both advisors were extremely
complimentary towards WAS. Effective teaching and learning, breadth in curriculum,
above and beyond support provided and positive attitude towards giving things a go…
just to identify a few! Have a great spring and all the best with this busy period on the
farm, with work and in life in general. Nga mihi, take care and keep safe. Andrew PB



K.J. Sutherland
Contracting

Bobcat T190
With attachments: Landscape Rake,

Augers and Trencher

Suitable for all landscaping, shed and yard

maintenance

Muck-spreader and tip trailer available

PHONE KEVIN
027 367 934  /  (03) 225 5716

Supplies of Gravel Ex Waiau River

River Run Screened Grades Concrete Gravel Pea Gravel

Rejects for soak holes Crushed - AP30 and Ap65

Peebles for Sheep and Cattle yards and calf sheds

Fines suitable for cow lane capping

For Landscaping, Lane Maintenance, Gravel Supply & Cartage

GRADES OF CRUSHED & SCREENED GRAVELS, ALKATHENE LAYING, ROOTRAKING, FARM TRACKS, DAIRYLANES

ELEVATOR SCRAPER, BOBCAT & ATTACHMENTS, LANDSCAPING, TRENCHING AUGERS
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We are changing the way in which we will be offering
this service to our patients, this is due to the Liquid
Nitrogen evaporating when not being used regularly.
We will be trialling regular clinics as from the 28th
October. This will be an afternoon clinic from 3-5pm. 
If you would like to book an appointment please contact
reception, we will also accept walk-ins.

Liquid Nitrogen Clinic:

We are holding Strength & Balance sessions on the
2nd Friday of every month at the Day Activities room
in the previous Maternity end of the building. These
are great for people to improve or maintain their
mobility. Please contact reception for further
information. Next session is Friday 9th October.

Strength & Balance Group:

Please note we have a new 10km/hour speed limit on
our driveway. With the increased traffic on our driveway
we would appreciate you reducing your speed whilst
driving up and down the driveway. It will assist in
keeping you all safe.

Speed Signs:

WAIAU HEALTH TRUST – October 2020

Jo Sanford
Manager

Cell:    027 295 0429

Medical Centre
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Pioneer Families of the Waiau Valley
Many thanks to Malcolm Garrett for these records (and thanks to Margaret Thomas who
has given us access to them so that we can share them with you). We hope you enjoy
Pioneer Families of the Waiau Valley!

Pioneer Ancestors of Waiau Valley was a local history project for the Tuatapere Information
Centre. An effort was being made to record the lives and times of our local pioneering
families and the contributions they had made to our present district. The areas included
Waiau Valley from Papatotara to Blackmount and over as far as Merrivale and down to 
Te Wae Wae and Orepuki.

To keep the project within a scope, the investigations were kept to those who had
descendants still living in the area. An arrival date limit of before WWII was made to help
keep the project practical as well.

25
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Hope to see you soon. 

Phone 03 221 7192 
Fax       03 221 7194

CONTACT US 
TODAY

Excavators for general
farmwork
Laser guided drainage
Gorse mulching & land
clearing
Lane maintenance
Conversions
Effluent Ponds
Demolition
20 tonne bulldozer,
roller, grader
Drain ploughing &
alkathene laying 

(approx 700 deep through
majority of ground conditions)

Nationwide stock cartage
General cartage
Bulk fertiliser cartage
Topdressing / GPS bulkies
Stock feed / Blower truck

Tui Base Camp

Hello from the Tui Base Camp Crew!

Upcoming Events:

Keep an eye on our FB pages for up
to date events & entertainment. 
Every Thursday Free Pool 

Courtesy vehicle available 

Phone: (03) 226 6250 

10.00am - 8pm Dailywww.tuibasecamp.co.nz Minimum Kitchen Hours
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Weekly Pool Competition –
Every Sunday 2pm

It is great to see the sun shining after a wet start to
Spring. 

We have got some new outdoor furniture so come
down and have lunch in the sun with a beverage or
two. 

The pool competition is still occurring every Sunday
from 2pm – be sure to get in early to book your space
in the draw. 

Thursday night is happy hour from 5:30 – 6:30. 
$8 quarts, $10 jugs and $5 house wine glass. 
Come in a grab a bargain and remember its free pool
all day!
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Experienced machinist offering fast, reliable service
with very reasonable rates.  

Sewing and Mending Services Available

Free quotes and pick-up delivery service within
Tuatapere. 

I will mend/make anything from zip replacements
to curtain making - just ask!  

Contact Deborah
(03) 226 6783 or 021 0305 667

C: 0274 247 102
T: 03 225 8652
E: admin@drakeplumbing.co.nz

Tea-Tree Oil Products 

Non-toxic, healthier choices, 

eco-sense and “affordable”.  

(Botanical name Melaleu-ca) 

Please phone Imelda  (03) 226 6665 or 

email: pelmels@es.co.nz 

Available for all new and existing clients
FORDE SHEARING LIMITED

Please phone Darin or Julie Forde

For all your shearing and 
crutching requirements

(03) 235 8853
027 229 7760



PAUL  ANDERSON  BUILDER
AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR

BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

COMPETITIVE RATES. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE! thetakis@outlook.com

Mobile: 027 890 3602

For all your vehicle requirements

Cars, utes, 4WDs, vans

Finance available

Contact:  Murray Dowling

027 556 2655

Visit our website
www.canterburycars4x4.co.nz

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES, NOTICES, OR UPDATED
ADVERTS FOR THE WESTERN WANDERER IN 

BY THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH.

We're aim to have the Western Wanderer printed 
and available the first week of each month.

SEND TO:   yourwesternwanderer@gmail.com
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20th
Send in by the

of the month please



Fri  9:00 - 1:00pm

Working people, I'm happy to do late night or
Saturday morning if you are needing an
appointment outside the normal hours!

Ph:  (03) 226 6542 / 027 3211 1109

BEAUTY TREATMENTS

Eyebrows, eyelashes,
facial hair removal.

SHAZZA'S HAIR BOUTIQUE

OPENING HOURS

Tues 9:00 - 4:30pm
Wed 9:00 - 4:30pm
Thurs 9:00 - 4:30pm

Now offering foot spa and massage!

3 1

Phone: (03) 208-3542
16 Orawia Road, Tuatapere



CHAMBERS REPAIR SERVICE

45 Half Mile Road, Tuatapere

Ph: (03) 226 6654

24 hour Self Service Fuel 

Full Mechanical Workshop

Agents for Wide Span Garage

NZ Post Centre 

Your Local Fish & Game Agent
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2020 / 2021 Fishing Season Licences 
available now!

Children Under 12 Free Junior             $27. 00

Adult               $133.00 Loyal Senior  $113.00

Local Area      $106.00 Family           $173.00

Other Licences include: Day, Short Break,
Long Break, Winter & Non Resident



TUATAPERE OUTDOORS 
& HARDWARE

New giftware in stock

Fishing licenses available

New stocks of lures and rods

Do you need a new firearm for
the coming season?

Come and see us about getting
what you would like at very

competitive prices!

Have a great month everyone!

Paul and Jude

Shop phone 
number

(03) 226 6363

COMPLIMENTARY 
NO OBLIGATION APPRAISAL

ON YOUR PROPERTY

If you would like an idea of
where your property sits in
todays market, feel free to give
me a call and we can make a
suitable time to discuss. 

Julie Guise
Mobile: 021 256 4164

Despite the economic
climate the market is
buoyant and ever changing. 

I cover the whole of Western Southland area and
am happy to help in any way I can with your 

Real Estate questions.
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Car & 4WD WOF’s
Trailer & Caravan WOF’s

Motorbike WOF’s
Servicing all vehicles

Light Engineering
New Tyres

Electrical Work
Scanning of most vehicles

We still have plenty of well made nets in stock at very reasonable prices.
We also have screens, waders, mesh netting, ulstron netting, rope, chain

and much more ...

WESTERN WANDERER OCTOBER 2020 ISSUE 227

TUATAPERE SERVICE STATION 
20 ORAWIA ROAD

PHONE: 03 2266475

WHITEBAITERS

FOR ALL YOUR MECHANICAL NEEDS

RIDGELINE OCTOBER SPECIAL
Micro Long Sleeve Top

ONLY $35


