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STEVE KOKAY'S TRAVELS ABROAD

" Clifden, Otahu
~9chool Jubilee
Next January

National Golf Trophy To Tuatapere

Plans are well advanced for the celebration in Janu-
ary, 1970, of the 75th jubilee of the Clifden and Otahu

Schools.

The celebrations, which will be held on the

week-end of January 9 to 11, will include a grand ball,

roll-call, and a banquet.

The jubilee will conclude with

a combined church service on the Sunday.

As one of the oldest districts
in the ‘Waiau area, this jubilee
is of special interest. Included
amongist the guests of honour
will ‘he a first-day pupil, Mrs
J, Stanford Snr, a descendant
of whom will also be the young.
est present-day pupil,

The  district is fortunate in
having residenits available who
can still recall the ‘“good old
days"” and many choice items
of interest have found their
way into the gchool's growing
archives.

The 'Gardner brothers of
Clifden tell of their father's
unusual pets—emus— brought
to New Zealand originally by
immigrants from Australia and
purchased by Mr Gardner at a
clearing sale.

The birds were railed to Tua-
tapere and transported by wag-
on to Clifden, reaching home
alter dark. Beeause of the hour
the émus were unloaded into a
paddock handy to the home-
stead and left until morning,
unbeknown to the rest of the
hands on the farm. |

Next morning. as. the mists

slowly lifted and grey dawn
came up, so did the rabbiter
on his early mbdrning rounds.

The homestead was awakened
suddenly as his pounding fists
beat on the door of 'the house
and his frenzied yells of “Moas,
moas!” echoed against the
cliffs. '

Mr Gardner must have been
very pleased with his joke.

‘We are told that the great
birds soon settled down but
continued to be as curious as
ever as they followed like dogs
behind whoever entered their
paddock, giving many visitors
some anxious moments. Horses
were especially afraid of the
birds, and one old resident who
had habitually taken the short
cut from the Lilburn Road to
the bridge changed hisg route
promptly after being taken foi
a joyride around the field as
his horse bolted in fright, paced
by two very interested emus,
curious no doubt as to who pos-
essed the greater speed. When
the horse was finally persuaded
to pull up, the driver lost no
time in heading for the main
track while the owners held
their sides with laughter.

Unfortunately, the  birds
were not a pair, although the

made an annual ritual of build-/

ing a nest of stones and sitting
on it. Their end was a3 un-
timely as it was sad. A quiet
old mare foaled in the paddock
and the emus’ -curiosity got
the better of them. They came
ap to examine the new arrival
and the mother lashed out at
them in a frenzy of fear, kick-
ing both birds to death with
her hooves.

A. remarkable end to a re-
markable story, one of many
which no doubt will be re-told
with zest as old residents return
to the district for the schooi’s
celebrations.

Civil Defence
Extended
To Tuatapere

The Tuatapere district is to
have a civil defence organisa-
tion,

This was decided 'at a meet-
ing “in th2 township recen tly,
called by the Wallace County
Couneil,

The mecting was chaired by
Mr S, L, Kokay, the Waiau
riding member of the couneil.

The countly clerk, Mr J A, R,
Walkar, explained what ¢l
dgefence would involve and the
deputy county clerk Mr B, I. R,
McCartney, explained the bil-
leting and emergency equipmeni
schedules which had heen pre.
pared by the council and weye
now . recady for distribution,

Local bodies and departments
represented at ‘the meeting
wer'e the town council, fire bri-

gade, Education Department
anvl Post Office,

Officers elected wvere: Area
jontrolier, Mr 8. L. Kokay;

depuly avea controller, Mr R.
. Bleomifieid, chief warden My
R. J. Shepherd; deputy chief
warden, Mr E, A, Brown:; wel-
far'a :].e-ader', Mrs 8. L. Kokay;
first 'aid warden, Mr G. - B.
Thomson; deputy first aid war-
den, - Mr R. M. Freeman:
rescue fdeader, Mr K. W.
Lindsay; deputy rescue leader,
Mr J. A, Walkler; supply lead-
er, Mr J. A, Kenneally,

{in. plush cumfort.

|

The fast express in Japan, go-
ing from-Tokyo to Osaka, a dis-
tance of 344 miles, is generally
referred to as the = *“Bullet
train.” It Jdoes the journey in 3
hours 10 minutes, The time in-
cludes a dozen stops hetween
Tokyo and Osaka, Actually the
train averages 120 miles per
thour when travelling.

This. train iy the most com-
fortabla train in the world I
do not know a train an ywhere
that may even come a close
second - to 1t, Thousands of en-
gincers frem: all  papty of the
world come ‘to Japan to study
thig {rain to Jearn from it and
the marvellous enginecring skil
that made it possible,

I have travelled on a num-
ber of ‘times now, but you do
not get perception of speed on
it, Certainly nothing like the
speed it is doing, The only. {ime
you may feel a sensation of
speced 1s when you are  going
through a tunncl There are 66

lit up with fluorescent tubes.

It 1s only when you see these
lit-up ‘tubes shoot past your
window like tracer bujlets fin
less ‘than 1000th of a secord
you really feel 'the speed you
are travelling at, Siili}]g in the
train and looking through the
wide Jandscape windows you
cannot judge your speed at all.
I have been ready several timeg
to take a bet that the train is
not «oing much over 60. but
the train is actuaily doing (wice
that, but you cannot perceive
it for several reasons,

First dis 'that you are sitting
The lines
are built up for Aood protection
and you arve sitting higher up.
The lines have no joins in them
and thera is no wheel clatter.
On every sleeper 'théer, is a
rubber pad between the sleep-
cr and the rails. Also every
carriage lis indo]):\.n-clcrnlly mo-
torised, so there is mo coupling
Jerking at any time, either
starting or stopping.

There are two classes on ithe
train, First-class is nearly
twice the cost of secondd. 1 tried
both. classes and I enjoyed sec-
ond-class best, but only because
it ds mere crowded and it was
nere ‘that T jcould meet the
common Japanese people, mix
with them and learn more about
them,

They are very casy (o ap
proach and quite ready to ac-
cept you when you treat them
as your equal, On the train all
kinds of confectionery are sold.

tary heer: saki lrice- wine)
s )

Tuatapere Has Much
ourists, But—

With the  road  through
from Te Anaw, Tuatapere
could Dbecome a ‘‘must” for
the tourist with, attrac-
&tions . sueh. as . toheroas,
whitehait, flounder, trout
fishing and deer stalkine for
the sportsman; the lovely
heach at Bluecliffs and the
beauty of the bush.

Tuatapere has what, it
fakes to attract the tourist,
but what are we doing about
it ?

Lake Hawreko is a oreat
attraction, but what is be-

mg done? When reaching
the lake, tourists find thero
is & notice bhoard advertising
boat and fishing trips, buf
where and when are they!?
The lack of a time-table or
anyone in attendance there
s turning visitors away.
Bookings can be made at the
Waiaun Hotel, Tuatapere, but
it has been known that al-
thongh bookings were made
no one has turned up to
take the boat out, and the
people have had a wasted
trip to the lake.

The licence for the char-

tered boat service on  the
lake was issued by the Kiord-
land Park Board. ITs it not
time the board looked into
this and eave some one who
s prepared to run an effi-
cient serviee for the public
an opportunity ?

Tuatapere has a great
potential. ILet ns make the
most of 1t. Attract the tour-
ist—don’t sit back and wait
for them to ecome and then
find that some other centre
has captured the tourist
trade.  Make, Tuatapere a
“must” for all tourists.

of these tunncls and they are

Also liquor of all kinds—san- [

- EXPRESS

brandy, whisky cte, This is all
brought to you on '‘trollies by
Jittle young Japanese girls.

For drinking, there ig no-age
restriction, It looked to me as
it anybody can buy all he wants,
There is also a dining ‘ear which
s the last carriage on the
train, They serve a very nico
variety of meals, all Japanesd
of eourse,

NO DRIVER

I said last month that there

IS g driver in this train. Well,
that is ftrue, It is completely
contirolled by computers from
Pokyo, The line is a double one,
that is, the train mever returns
on ‘the samec line, complately
climinating any collisions, The
computers automadtically reduce
the speed when coming to a
curve, also when entering cach
of the 66 tunncls. When ap-
proaching a station it automati-
cally slows up from the right
distance and stops at exactly
the right placa,

In case you should be scared
to rida on it, you may ba re.
assured by the fact that there
is a man sitting in ‘the front

Just as a human eye He is there |
to take over in case some frealk.

of nature occurs such as an
carthquake, flood, fire ete.

Should I have conveyed to
you the impression that {here
IS only one “Bullet train,” I
did not mean to do that, be-
cause ‘a “Bullet train’ leaves
Central Tokyo stlation every 1735
minutes, Between Osaka and
Tokyo, those two cities linclud-
ed, there is a population of
about 40 million, As it is fast
becoming beyond 'the capacity
of 'these (rains to adequately
cater for suchn large numbers,
the Japanese have now com-
pleted plang for a new type of
laster train that will do up fto
200 mph, '

MONORAIL

Just a word mnow on the

monorail train, which is also in
Tokyo, The monorail can do up
to 160 mph but this s just a
short line from ‘the centre of
Tokyo to the airport, a distance
of 20 miles, It did not pay at
the start because just before

the Olympic Games, Tokyo
built several elevated super

highways and reduced tha de-
mand 'on the monorail, How-
ever it is coming back into its
own now,

\(Next month’s article will be
on Mikimoto's pearl island The
most interesting and beautiful
wland in Japan.

Steps To Av:)id

Forest Fires

The New Zealand Forest Ser-
vice asks all farmers to ensure
that fires are kept within their
own boundaries. If ever report-
ing forest [ires, please ring your
local exchange and ask for the
fire duty officer of the, New
Zcaland Forest Service.

Fire permits must be. obtain-
cd from the New Zealand Foy-
est Service office before light-
ing a fire if your farm js within
one mile of state forest or with-
in the rural fire district. Infor-
mation regarding your farm
position may be obtained from
the forest service,

RHave ‘you got permit
yetr?

yvour

BILL McPHERSON and Charlie Knowler with the Hamil.

ton RSA salver won at the recent National RSA golf

tournament held at Invercargill and Winton during Labour

Day week-end. The salver is held for one year by the
winners of the junior foursomes championship.

RECENT GOLF TOURNAMENT WINS

&

STUART McPHERSO

N and

A

Bill Walker with cups won

for gaining the best nett aggregate score—in all grades—
at recent golf tournaments. Stuart won the McGregor
Memorial Cup at the Ohai tournament, and Bill won the
Ossie Grant Memorial Cup at the Nightcaps tournament.

Tuatapere Caledonian Pipe
Band In Sound Position

The annual meeting of the
Tuatapere | Caledonian  Pipe
Band was held on Novemher 5
with a modest attendance of
bandsmen and supporters. The
balance-shieet revealed a good
cash reserve which should help
in the re-lining of the bandroom:
and provide a nucleus for new
uniforms, |

Two long serving members re-
linquished ‘their positions. My
George McKay retired as pre-
gident and Mr Roy Campbell
gave up the office of pipe-major.
Suitable ‘tributes were paid
these oflicers for their Jong and
valued Service,

Principal officerg cleeted

WEere t~—

Patron, Mr W. S. Buchanan;
president, Mr W C. Love; vice-
priesident, Mr S, 'R, /Hayris;
secretary, My K. A, Peek; com-
mittee, Messrs G, McKay, H.
Caxr, D. Johnson, J, A Bennet
and J, M, Buchanan,

Band officers: Drum major,
Myr John Harvey; Jdrum serge-
ant, Mr Jas Evans; drum cor-
poral, Mr Alex Lyon; pipe ma-
Jor, Mr Val McKay; pipe sorge-
ant, Mr M. Torbet; pips corpor-
al, Mr T, Bryan

Tentative arrangempnts were
made to ‘hold a haggis night
carly next wintor and for the

sannuaj

(

highland ball on July
10.

The committee wish to noti-
Iy any young men that there
are vacancies for piper and
drummer trainees. All enquiries
will be welcome and should be
made to Pipe-major Val McKay
who will give any information.
required, The band ig part of
this. district, and although
there are a number of active
bandsmen present, a constant
intakie of recruits is mecessary
to maintain the strength of the
organisation,

Any organisation neoding the
services of the band will receive
a sympathetic hearing, Please
notify ithe secretary welll in
advance so that proper arrange-
ments can be made,

New Picnie
Area Planned

a recent meeting of the

Tuatapere Lions Club a decis-
ion was made to provide pic-
nic and toilet facilities on the
western bank of the Rowallan
bridge.

This scheme will be financed
with the profits from  the
Liions caravan which operateéd
on the beach during the tohe-

Jroa season.
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